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CLUB INFORMATION PAGE
NEET I HGS

Club Meetings are held on the

I st Tuesday of each month except Januar'y at
the 0oodwood Scout Hal I , Florence Street,
Ooodwood.

fime: 7-5O P.m

DATES-
r991

Febnuary
Mannh

Apr-il 2nd
l'1af
.iune
.July

5th
({ lr

August AOI1 - The Annual Oeneral

meeting is held in August in lelu of the General

Meeting for that month on a date to be decided.

7th
4th
2nd

lst
5th
3rd

1991
September 3rd
0ctober
November
December

The Fine Print.--

lleetings may change if and when the committee
feels necessany as appearing through this page.

The opinions expressed within this publlcation
are not necessarily those of the commtttee
exeept where i ndicated.
The committee accepts no responsibility for

any damage 0f any fonm which may occur as the
result of using information appearing in this
publ ication.

This is the official publication of the "Lqgland
P76 Owners' Club of S.A. lnc." and is not
for sele to the general public. Copies ar e

included in a years Full Plembership.

S,A, P76 CLUB NEYS

- 251 1175
- 337 5474
- 588 7350
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}1]}IUTES
GEI{E!R{_L "_tlSF,!I-Uq - 4th December-T@-
Held Goodwood Scout flall
ll$llrMc OIIEN_ED 8.07 pn
BBE$E!:I'I'z 20 (as per attendence book)
APOLOGIIIS: I

INUTES of previous meeting were read and accepted
BU-1!INEES_A-BI$_L}]9 : Bitter apricot car none interested Gordon
to deal with it.
PauI Young stiII has trim for sale.
4 Dash mats for sale see Brendon
Kym organising rear dash mats $ 40 see Dec mag 10 rnin order
colours as for front. AIan had door capping done by same
people a good job done.
\/ictor Harbor Diner Dance bookings please.
Spare Parts Directory liA & QId to send details to Brendon I
page book novr available to look at. Please let Brendon know
any nore info A$AP. Geoff suggest Brendon listed. as Parts
Co-ordinater on Club info paEe.
David - Demo hub caps being made of aluminium 5 caps Vic
badges not exact oringinals.
Xmnas Dinner raffle donated by Judy Trinnie tkts 3 for $I
TREASURERTS REPORT: $602 end lrlor, $250 ,oaid rear mat mould
CORRESPONDEIJCB : IN - Genie Perfornance Headers , Auto
Boutique NSI{, Repco Door Trims, -Suit most vehicles
scotchline striping etc.G R Poltridge Vic - re value and
sale of car refered- to Ron Harris
Dicussion arose re valuations Steve says Dawes are wiJ-ling
to give agreed value insurance, without inspection, if 3
nembers of club make a statement on value. RAA will back
Insurance Inspectors quote. $600 - 700 ins for $I0,000 25+
Certain reqirernents needed.
Interstate l{ags: - QId Hunter Valley hlestwords

COI'{ ING EVE}{TS : as per mag
IGTIONAI IIEET: Dawes Ins supplying Brochures, l{o enanel
badges in goody bag to be sold replaced by name tags.
AIan approched SA Brewing & Coca Cola re promotional gear
shoul-d be ok.
Organiser to purchase trophies in next nionth - Nigel hopes
to have a donation from OiI refinery tovrards these.
Kym - Parade ground out for parking alternative being
considered, Popeye no later than 8.30 pm 7O per boat
David - working on form for people attenoj-ng re details
sizes shirts food alergies bedding etc
I(ym suggests directory Parts i:ut in Goody Bag to be ciecided.
i:IC agreed for P Theme night Bool<ings 105 Adufts 13 Ch Booked
out for meal- . Campers supply ov,rn Breakfast & dinner.
Steve - Budget Cars sponsering 503 Coinparison Test 6c1
SkyIine, commodore and falcon lJorthside Trophies plaque $6-7
Sl.'lASh: - Shovr 'n Shine First 100 entiries prizes Smasa card.
not valid for Drags $I0 1:er 1:er at Adelaide Raceway.
l'lega Cruise 7pm at Steves.
QENERAL luq_i_llElg: Kym re f loor mats $150 per set min 15
orders P76 emblem see Dec mag.
Playing Cards embossed - $15 see Di Bray
Kym - Advt for meet not in paper as there was no room
Suggests vre have an alternative and pay for Special Events
only. .

3

IIEETING CLOSED 9.22pn



EFiA i N -f EASEIi fiNSi,r;EFiS

"6 = L O+ the e iE7l-fli:ri OF 7 HE I\!-FHABET

7 = LJ sf t-he A t*l +IO,!I}EF:S Of' THE Aticffa{f

1(J(:ti:AN,4iq.48Id/vr-lIGn?-S

-tl : :r f]f r-fle i .. riLiI{r Lri ! llt lUUlAi-.

.l+ C in a D {r"ri.th the - i ". C/i.485 ftr .4

! 11L '..'l.rhts- i\.;

1

r+"

iTOR LD

l,ftu-I\ irt1! !'l

,3fi iN

t, t F irr the E-= /"LlJIrti:' lN ! llL :.i-/Ll{it ;-1 I:-ttsii

F,tsT3 L'TY A TiAflUl.:onaP

6:SontheAF :. llllil' Ufr- !HL AU':,ilt.AL!A?, !-L.4il

S:DCatwhichirJF Ltt Q liL L:] L-

F i.'F F -r F'1

Ri HlllL.rl *!Alt:t-:

7

(a

i i'-i.

11"

'l?

i--i.

14,
"OiJ*{t
-T_E,

L t_lt_J =

i+:

Itl : n En E [f L

9tlr = 5 in * R A

?0t]:DfarPG

IiCLES AA,' .4 GfrLF CrUft-f

EEGf-ifES It'f A fif$r,';- ANGLE

in !t fl$Ll.4€s FgR FA'i?ING
if r?ffClF#t:r

.. LEAGLTE:'' UirrE't THE inrALUTS

TJLI"NLi ,FIIL.T

f, in a I'i CE#f ZrlflfE5 fly E .,.lfi-f€

H in a D ti8#1ls -Ii{ A S,4}'

i7" i - ii] crn a U ".lr*H[fi Olt A irifi{:i]itti

!'1

iEl- 5 = R f orm the O S €ir-sGs F1fi:il THE OtytIFiC Si6r{

1?" 
=7 H V ifETi./J VARIETY

inaCT PE?PLE

hl that a P is ti

!{Li F JrV .4 CEJCti[?-

Ll. l(-ltrtl : HORDS; THAT A
ililRTi"t

?7. 79 D in F in a L Y flAI'S fi{' FfEFtl4€y fFi A t"EAp
YEAR

,f .T 64 SonaCB 5L}UARES CIN A CHfsS B0ARD

{ E /1}'t

FiCT$RE

D.4YS AHD NIGHTS {,F
GRf,47 F LOOD

+

"4 40 DandNoftheGF THE

t



'fl\f.l 26th shovt 'l{' Shine see Advt

? 22 2 2 22 ? ? 2 2 ? 2 2 2 ? 2 ? 22 2 22?

Start Easter l{ational i:ieeting Contact Val Baker
for Bookings and inforrnation

@

I'.4,1 D 29tb

Eas ter L992 i3ool.:ings open Jan 9L for SeaCat $268 per
$198 per person return

c al:

IITH.ANNUAT
SHOW'N'SHINE

Rolfus
AUSTRALIA

356

Sway Bars from $50
Contact Ian Trinne

: RolI Bars from $I0
4935L34

Complete Deluxe Imp Leather interlor
Contact Paul Young 2589L56
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GEhTE]I,.I.AL

Daslr I'lats now availabte contact Brendon 2702255

COI,IING EVET{TS
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Cruise: To sail from place to place for pleasure.
Collins Australian Dictionary, 1989 Edition.

Cruise: To aimlessly, and at leisure, traverse dark haunts
with quest of obtaining short term partner of same sexual
preference. (To say nothing of Gender! )
The Queen's (And I aint talking Royalty! ) Vernacular, San
Fransisco, 1978 Edition.

Cruise: To travel at moderate speed in line or lines of
modifi-ed '.'eh-r-c.l-es in areas cf high profile and extreme
observation.
The Street Machiners Handbook, Van Nuys, 1990 Editon.

Cruise: To hurtle bIindly, dt speeds well in excess of lega1
limits, from one obscure point of the compass to another,
depleting finite fossil fuels at as significant a rate as is
possible, while embarrassing yourself only in as great and
equal a capacity, as you freeze your buns off. (See also:-
"The most fun I've had since Grand.ma died!")
Hotors Big Bumper Book Of "Don't Leave Me In The Shed. For Six
Months And Expeet Miracles you Bastard", Volume III, 1990
Christmas Edition.

The _rst Mega cruise was terrifj-c. warm, barmy night, we a1rstuck together, prus lots of slooor^rur city driving. Ar1 in
3]1, -t9p fun even though I was the only p.
Tl" 2nd Mega cruise came around. Anoth6r pleasant night withplenty of city driving, this time with a Lit of distince andhigh speed limit roadi, thrown in. There were 2 p's on thisrun.
Then came the 3rd Mega cruise. This time r twisted arms. Formonths reading up to the run r tarked to guys about the fun
gI cruisj-ng. (Not_thg rype in definition [wo r hasten to add)'December'r, f said, "Hot Tropical Nights", I said, "Theincescnbabl-e fun of travel-l--ing serlafely in a convoy oftrick, worked, shiney, sweet, iweet yg';lrr r babbred-on,drooling like a loon by that time.At the crub meeting a mere four days before the run r hadabout ten cars arringed to particiiate, arr of us g"itirrgtogether at my place-a rittie earrier to traver to theofficial meetin! spot en-masse.
sound's good don't it. wetl from now on the rest of thisstory is worse than a cheap sidney sherdon Disaster Frick.

saturday was overcast and drizzring art day. This was pretty
!11con99rting in itserf because- my-house is having majorrenovations and half of the back 6f it was missin! at the
!.lme. (who'd have thought it would rain in Deceurber at theheight of the atleged 6reen-House ef fect ! ) in; "i;[r ftselfwas bloody freezing and browing a gare. tie[l-y;[; 

-i 
know, itwas Force 7) Anyvray, severar memueis of our clir, for onereason or another, did not turn up, but a dozen or so did
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process. (wait 'til Leone hears about that one Kym! )
He would definitely have made a better butcher than a copper.
Geoff's truck battery was then dumped into Hoto and as that
sucker has enough spark to power Syndey for a r^reek, Hoto
leapt into life like a epileptic rap dancer. After swappl-ng
batterj-es without turning off, (a dangerous and highly non
recommended practj-ce I thought) we were once again d.oing our
imitation of F18's at Top Gun School. Despite our best "pedal
to the metal" effortsr w€ were late to the next catch up
point. ft was here that Geoff antl Chris left, ds Geoff was
off to work. glorl'. probably seeme<] like a great idea to Geoff
by then. For the rest of us it was another blitzkrieg, this
time th.ough town to War MemoriaL Drive, arriving just as the
crowd left. Another blast followed, this time down to Port
Adelaid.e before rocketing up Junctj-on Road to a new truckers
servo near South Road. Kym almost got us lost, leading twenty
cars into a one way street where we all proceeded. to hang
Uries in as dangerous a manner as possible. Once at the
servo, by now it was gone midnight, it was loiter around your
car and. undergo experJ-mentation with the onset of frostbite
to the nether regions. It was about this time Ian said
something like, "A meal for two at a restaurant would have
been cheaper." Warmer too! Around the same time Kym said,
"Just think, I drove 70 kays from Murray Bridge to do this
and now Irve got to drive all the way home againlrl
And what was the piece of resistance to the whole dismal
affair, well all night it was freezing but at least it d.j-dn'tprecipitate, but then, about 500 metres before f got home,

before f got under cover, down came the
ral-n. per ect end to a perfect night!
onl two minutes

You gotta laugh! ! !
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make the effort in five cars. (The.cuttings, Trinnes, Brendan

and Co, Kym, Richard, Shane and Me)

onarrivalattheofficialmeeting.Spo!onebigmouthedsmart
arse called out, "Steve, *"-;o'" arianled a special park for
the p76's, itis'at the back of the Siopping Centre. Ha, hd,
ha ! ,, And you should see the piece. of shi-t he dri-ves, Jesus '
Bad weatner ana a bad comediin, things had got off to a poor
start! Admitt"afy i-Uit "f 

-i"" then iollowed as several of us
proceeded. to pi;i ine atleged GT's to pieces and that made me

feel a bit better.
cranx nem up, and from i{arion it was a run virtuaJ-Iy to
Maslins Beach, to a new shopping centre- down that way' I
don't know where the cam"rai-weie but they must have been
around 'cause we sure as he1I were making another Sequel tO
"The CannonBall Run". Who arranged the speed limit amnesty I
don't know Uui-fSO km/h on the ionsdale uigfrway (uphill) was
a tad naughty chaps. bnce at the aforementioned car park it
was; let'i piay blass monkeys. Imagine a f1at, featureless,
treeless, b^ushiess plain on the edge of the coast with a
howling lale blowing straight from Antarctica. It was COLD' A
man had Lo have a siubbie holder to keep his hand from
sticking to the glass !

After a fair wait, and after watching several cars imitating
the Bismark tryinf to evade the Royal Navy, (making lots of
smoke for those of you with no imagination) it was time to
move on. 'Cept my baby wouldn't start. She turned over better
than a Cross hooker, had more gas than a Kuwaitie invader,
but we weren't going no p1ace.
By this time every other car, (excepting for P76s) in true
street machiner tradition, had f...., Bo, f wonrt say that,
they had roared off, with a grin and a honk, dt my raised
bonnet. ran pleaded with me not to raise the bonnet 'tiI
everyone had gone but...
That's when we realized that of the five P's on the run, aII
autos by the way, none had jumper leads, (t flattened my
battery trying to start the car, with no thanks to Ry Cooder
a littl-e earlier) no one had a tool- kit, in fact, everyone
had one thing j-n common - a total bloody lack of preparation
or antj-cipation - Nothing. During the next few minutes of
procrastination over just what we should do, copious cruel
and heart rending comments rained down upon Hoto and myself.
I d.eserved them, poor, sweet Hoto didnrt. As Richard said,t'Hoto's telling you something Steve, "you can't leave me in
the shed for months and then expect to take me out and thrash
me!t'." How true Richard, you sure do empathise with the girl
don't you. Back to the rabble, and. the lack of anything. Next
!.re sent K1'rn of f to the nearby servo f or some jumper leads,
hoping that his "get out of jail free" card would get us
some. What a dump, the entire servo, workshop and auto-shop
had no leads, either to beg, borrow, steal or buy.
Fortunate.ly, Ktrm had some multi grips in his car but this was
only because they had been left there by a forgetful
mechanic. (Larceny By Finding, or is it, By Mistake? HelI,
Kym's a copper, he'Il telI us!) Kym then proceeded to rip the
terminals off Hoto's baLtery, destroying my VoIt gauge in the

7



27

THE BRTTISFIMNCtr,
British cars dominarccl rhc Australian motoring sccnc im-

mcdiatcly aftcr W-W2. 'lhe 
Japanesc industry scarcelv ex-

istcd, most European factorics had bccn flattened by bombs
and Australia lacked thc dollars to impon cars made in the
USA. Australians t'umcd ro Brirain where several long-
cstablishcd factorics switched almost ovemight from war ma-
tcrials ro vchicle production.

A delighted British govcrnmenr did everlrhing possible to
cooperatc. A national policy of.Expon or Perish'had already
bcen launched and the government refused to supply car
manufacturers with their quota of rolled steel (which was in
shon supply) unless half of rheir production was shipped
overseas.

The unusual combination of circumstances provided a
rarc.chance for Ausrin, Morris, Hillman, Vauxhail, Ford of
lngland, Rover, Srandard and Triumph io carve out a size-
able niche in Australia's expanding -"ik r. The 6rst posrwar
cars arrived in 1945 and, by l94g; Brirish cars wereioming
into the counrry as fasr as rhey could be shipped.
- - 

Many-companies esrablished assembly faiititi.s. General
|Iotgrs, for gxample, commenced building the four-cylinder
Vauxhall Wyvern and six-cylinder Vauihall Fourteen in
1946. The six-cylinder Velox ieries followed in 1949 and the
more luxurious Cresta in 1955. Later came Vauxhall,s Viva
which evolved into the Aussie-made Torana. Ford also stan-
ed assembling British cars in 1946, with the Australian-

bodied Anglias and Prcfects. They werc followcd by a series
of Consul and Zephyr modcls.

Nexr on the list camc Aussie versions of Austin, Morris,
Standard, Triumph, tWolseley, Hillman and Humber modcls.
Britain introduced the cheaper sports car concept to Australia
and the MGA, MGB, Austin-Healey Sprite and Triumph
TR two-seaters were assembled here. The Triumph Herald
convertible was another soft-top car with an Aussie accenr.

The tradition of assembling Brirish cars in Australia goes
to the days before VWI when Sydney-based F.H. Gordon &
Company launched a modified !flolseley and called it the
Australian Four. Numerous other attempts were made to as-
semble Australian cars based on British-made components.
They included the 1922 Southern Six (wirh a Sage Z.4-litre
engine) and the 1923 Chic which offered a choice between a
2. l-litre 'four' and a 2,7-litre 'six', both engines being made
by Meadows.

The serious invasion of the market started immediarely af-
ter rWW2, with Austin and Morris leading the way. By I950,
Austin sold 16.3 per cenr of new vehicles in Australia, fol-
lowed by Nuffield producrs (Morris, MG, Riley and \Wolse-
l_ey) with 13.8 per cent. Ausralian Moror Industries (mainly
S_t_andard/Triumph) had a further 8.3 per cenr, Roores Group
(Hillman, Singer and Humber) 6 per cent and Rover 1.9 per
cent. By this time, GM-H was selling a mixture of Holden
and Vauxhall models which, combined, gave the company 23

A major Austin sales push
followed rhe launching of
the baby Seten in 1924.
The car was oficially
unveiled by Sir Dudley de
Chair, Gooernor of New
South Wales (standing next
to the car, weaing a hat).
Austin 7s v,tere assembled in
Australia and firted with
bodies made by Holden and
others.
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2O4 WHEET-S ACROSS AUSI'RALIA

perccn( of new salcs. Ford Australia enjoycd a I5.I pcr ccnt
markct sharc and, apart frorn somc big cars, its output vr'as

bascd on l3ritish dcsigns.
The combined British presencc amountcd ro approxi-

matcly 70 per ccnr of all ncw vehicles raking to the road.
It soon became apparcnt rhar the firms with thc grcatcst

potential to take command of the booming market wcrc Aus-
tin and Morris. Both had a long and successful history in
Australia and their dealer netwoiks wcrc gcared lor volumc
salcs. Thc dcmand for British cars was so high that, in 195 l,
the largest Austin Disrributor, Sydney's Larkc Hoskins, made
a_record pro6t of one million pounds - cquivalent to about
$30 million in today's buying'power. Thai samc ycar, ncws
came that the Austin and Morris companies werc to mergc in
Britain - and the future seemed unlimited.

Austin's interest in Australia dates from the 1890s when
Herbert Austin migrared to Melbourne and took a lob with
the Volseley Sheep Shcanng lvi.achine Conrpany. He startcC
as an engineering trouble-shooter and became general man-
ager when the 6rm moved its operations to Britain. Austin
designed the 6rst t0ilolseley cars in 1895-99 and pur up his
own shingle at t-ongbridge, near Birmingham, in 1905. Soon
afterwards, a trickle of Austin models camc here, including
some single-cylinder baby cars in 1910. Austin,s Australian
connection increased furthcr when his daughter married an
Australian - Captain (later Colonel) Arthur !7aite.

Ily that timc, Austin lrad dcviscd his famous baby Scvcn
and, in 1923, shippcd thc lirst models to Sydncy. In thc same
ycar, hc appointcd Australia's {irst full-time Austin lactory
rcprcscntativc, Bob Vallacc. Arthur Vaite followcd him to
Australia with instructions to incrcasc thc dcalcr nctwork in
anticipation that thc baby car would scll strongly.

Waite had managed Austin's racing tcam in England and
was kccn to givc the Scvcn its baptism of 6re on the race cir-
cuit. Hc cabled thc factory asking for a racing Sevcn to enablc
him to compcte in the inaugural Ausrralian Grand Prix, held
latc in 1928. The car arrived in time and Vaite won rhe evenr.
In thc publiciry which followcd, hc organiscd local assembly
and many Austin 7s were sold with Holden-built bodies.

Vith this background and a dealer network already in
place, Austin Motor Company moved quickly after !7'W2 to
establish a full-scale presence. In 1948, Austin purchased the
former Ruskin Body !(orks in Mclbourne as the basis of a

bcdy-building operation. Pressed l\4.etal Corporarion irl
Sydney staned to assemble Austin A40s under conrract and
soon CKD (completely knocked down) packs of components
were being sent as rapidly as shipping space could be found.

Boom conditions for Austin and the industry in general
prevailed between 1948 and 1958. During these years, Aus-
tralia gained 1.4 million new cars while the human population
rose from 7.6 million to 9.8 million. During rhe same period,
GM-H increased its market share from 20 to 50 per cent,

lr
1)

The Austin A40 was a top-sellcr during thc lnan 1948 to 1952, gioing Austin its ldrgcst marhtt
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tltanks to thc crvcnvhclming succcss of thc six-cylindcr
l{t'rlclcn, billcd us 'Australia's O',vn Car'. Dcspitc rhc mcssagc
corrting front thc nrarkctplacc, Austin and Morris tried to ig-
norc thc trcnd to 'sixcs'. 'lhcy spcnt hugc sums on ultr:r-
mtldcrn prcsscs and transfcr machines to cnablc thcm to
rvholly manufacturc four-cylindcr cars dcrivcd from British
dcsigns.

As with Austin, lvlorris car agcnts wcrc cstablishcd bcforc
VW2 whcn William iVlorris (larer Lord Nuffield) personally
camc to Sydncy to organisc a salcs opcrarion. t0/hcn he madc
lris firsr postwar visir, immccliatcly aftcr thc Japanesc surren-
dcr, Morris lcarncd that thc hugc Victoria Park racccoursc
(whcrc Sydncy's firsr spcedrvay racing had been held) was lor
salc. Hc thought it would make an ideal site for a massivc in-
dustrial complex ccnrrcd around a NufEeld asscmbly plant -but his British board ol dirccrors turned down rhe plan.

Nevcr one to rakc 'no' as an answer, Nuffield personally
purchascd thc 40 hcctarc sirc and sold nearly half af rt ro
Olympic -I-yrcs, 

Lucas-Girling and James Kirby Pty Lrd, a
component manufacturer. -l-hese sales alone paid for the
wholc complcx. Virhin a couple of years, the demand for
Morris cars had risen to the point where an assembly plant
was urgently necdcd. The British board vored ro buy
Nufficld's remaining land for the purpose!

The new Morris plant opened in 1950 and became rhe
group headquarrers when BMC Australia was formed three

\UHEELS ACROSS AUS'TRALIA 205

ycars latcr. 'l'hc ncrv gr<;up's p<,licy u'as to asscmblc succcss-
ful British nroclcls srrch as thc Morris Minor and Austin
A50i 55. Unfortunatcly for llMC, thc demand ftrr six-cylindcr
Holdcns continucd to incrcase, largcly at tl'rc cxpcnsc of
smallcr four-cylindcr cars. In four ycars, BMC's markct sharc
fcll from 10.7 to 19.6 pcr ccnt. By 1958, the 6gurc was dorvn
to 12.6 pcr ccnt.

Dcspitc thc bad ncws, the company dccided to build what
it claimcd was thc most modern car-making plant in the
southcm hcmisphcre. The formcr Victoria Park site was
transflormcd by a battery ol new presses and transfcr ma-
chines. They wcre installcd to mass-producc a ncw I.5-litrc
dcsign, released as two modcls, Austin Lanccr and Morris
Maior. Thc cars werc virtually identical, apart from thcir
grilles, and were built with 96 pcr cent Australian content.

BMC's new piant rvas designed to build 50 000 vehiclcs a
ycar at a time when the car market was running at 155 000
units annually. Unhappily for BivlC executives, their sales
forecasts proved wildly optimistic and the Austin/Morris
market share dwindled still further. The company tentativcly
tried to invade the six-cylinder 6eld with the Morris Marshall
(1957-60) but the British-based design was not competitively
priced against the all-conquering and more rugged Holden.

Things got worse for BMC when Volkswagen decided to
manufacture the Beetle in Melboume. The snub-noscd V'W
was initially a sales success and began to outsell other four-

Another Bitish success

story, the Moris Minor
sold so usell that BMC
inaested in major
manufactuing facil iries.
This photograph was taken
in 1958 when the
500Mth Minor was
locally assembled. On the
same day, the company
announced it would
compete against Holden
and Ford in the six-cylinder
marhet.
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cylinder comperirors. A frustrated BMC Australia tumed to a
prolusion ol modcls bascd on British designs - but success
remaincd clusive. In 1960, Ford launched the six-cylinder
f?l:g", The vigorous competirion which followed iushedBMC Australia into even deeper trouble.
. -.Fortunatcly, an answer came in a very small package. The
Mini Minor had proved a winner in Briiain and was enrhusi-
astically reccived hcrc in March 1961. The firsr front-wheel
drive car madc in Australia in volume numbers, it proved a
smash.hit. By 1962, BMC had regained second'plaie in the
salcs charr, with 20 per cenr of tic market, ahead of Ford,
Chryster and V'W.

This success encouraged BMC to make a second attack on
the six-cylinder marker, using a design launched as Austin
Freeway and the -o.. .,p*r.-ket Voiieley 24ig0. Judged by
Ford and Hotden sales standards, they were dismal 0op"s. Thl
lost ground was recouped, ho*cver, when the front-wheel
drivc Morris I100 went into production and began to outsell
thc Mini. The even bigger Ausdn lg00 - 

"wittr a four-
cylinder engine and front-wheel drive - followed. lrs success
was_more modest, but at least the Australian production wasprofitable, which was more rhan the parenr iompany could
say of the British Austin 1g00.

. Despite the Mini and I100, BMC Australia,s overall mar-
kct share continued to fall, reaching a dismal 13 per cent in
leO!. f9 hatt the dive, the companf sought permission from
En^g^land, to tool up for a new design. This was the Morris
1500 sedan, built alongsid" 

" nouJ variation with a multi-
purpose hatchback body named Nomad. Unhappily, rhe new
car corncided with the start of the Japanese invasion _ and

BMC's market share plummeted to a record low of 9.4 per
cent.

In a move bordering on desperation, the company
launched another new six-cylinder design, derived by extend-
ing the wheelbase of the front-wheel drive 1800 and adding
rwo cylinders to its engine. Called the XJ series, rhe new-
comer was sold as the Tasman and more expensive K.imber-
ley. Plans to sell 30 000 units a year proved hopelessly amiss.
Oniy 6,'65 were sold in i971, 4367 in 19i2.

Following a boardroom shuflle in England, the British
Motor Corporation was raken over by the Leyland trucking
group with Lord Stokes in command. He came to Sydney to
announce that BMC Australia would change its name to Brit-
ish Leyland Australia (it larer became Leyland Ausralia) and
that a large amount of money would be spent introducing
new products which would be vigorously promoted. These
included four-cylinder and six-cylinder versions of the Brirish
Marina. The Aussie Marina enioyed a short but lively life, at
one dme being the top-selling model the company produced.

Meanwhile, it was apparent to industry observers that
BMC Australia could not survive as a major manufacturer.
The final chapter in the story started in June l9?l when the
company announced it would develop a new large car unique
to Australia. It would be sold with a choice benryeen six-
cylinder and eight-cylinder engines.

Codenamed P?6, the new car was a desperate gamble, es-
pe.cially as rhe company was losing money on every six-
rylinder Tasman and Kimberley sold. A Sydney team staned
work on the mechanical design and engaged Italian srylist,
Giovanni Michelotti, to design the body for a fee repur;d ro

T

i



IIMC Australia used nut!o.r

sDorl to Publicise the Alint
ifier launching it in la6t
'fhe cornPanY en1oYed

considerable success in

rallYing, rallYcross and
circuit racing.
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bc Sl00 000. Onc instnrction givcn him rvas ro cnd thc IIMC
tradition of having limitcd luggagc spacc. FIc gavc thc l)76 s()

large a boot that rhe lid could bc closed on a 200 litrc drum!
By Junc 1973, whcn the car was launchcd, thc codenamc

I)76 becamc official. For a variety of reasons, including scvcrc
industrial troublc ar rhc plant, salcs wcre poor. Only i:t000
I)76s wcrc sold in the first year and so plans rvcrc abandoncd
to producc a srylish coupc vcrsion callcd Forcc Z.

'lhe cnd of thc company as a manuflacruring forcc camc in
October l974,by which timc ror.al losses had rcachcd $70 mil-
lion. 'l-hc Victoria Park factory was closed and thc company
movcd to a much smaller plant at Enficld, ncar Sydncy,
rvhere Minis, Mokcs, Land Rovers and othcr vchiclcs wcrc
assemblcd. Thc company also took over thc imporration and
markcting ofJaguar and Rovcr cars.

In 1982, the name was changcd from Lcyland Ausrralia to
JRA Limited (standing for Jaguar Rovcr Australia). 1-he tirm
took over the distriburion o[ Pcr-tgcot cars and cxtcnclcd ils al-
ready large coachmaking division. In 1987, a consorrium in-
cluding a management ream led by managing director Phil
Hovell purchased the firm from its UK parenr. A new com-
pany, JRA Holdings Limited, was esrablished. 'lhc tsritish-
based Rover Group and Jaguar Cars each subscribed 20 pcr
cent of the holding company's equiry. 'lhe purchase price of
$66.6 million corresponded wirh ihe net 

"st"rr 
of JRA Limit-

ed.
Despite the early promise, no other British company man-

aged to stay in Ausrralia as a maior presence. Standard
Motors - a long-established Erm - was doing well in Aus-
tralia prior to !7W2 and local assembly staned in I936 using
Australian-made bodies. Sales were so srrong that a modern
assembly plant was built in Port Melbourne in 1952. t07ithin
six years, the company was in financial trouble and a new
firm, Australian Motor Industries, was creatcd out of the rub-
ble.

AMI continued to assemble Standard products and, in
1959, commenced building Triumph Herald models. This
unusual - and in some ways advanced - design came ro the
market before it had been fully developed, and maior prob-
lems such as bad warer leaks into the body developed. \i7hen
Federal Government actions introduced a major credit
squeeze in 1961, AMI was forced to liquidate large stocks of
unsold Heralds and Srandard Vanguards. They also sold a
large parcel of AMI shares to BMC.

Despite the serback, the assembly of Standard and Tri-
umph cars continued and the company commenccd assemb-
ling American Rambler and Germin Mercedes cars. A much
morc important dccision was thar AMI negotiatcd to as-
scmblc 1-oyota products. Today, Australian Motor Industrics
is almrrst rvhrtll)' or,.,r"rcd by Toyota end acts as the mairr mar-
keting arm for all Toyota passlnger vehicles.

Ford Australia asscmbled a range of British-made Anglia,
Zephyr, Consul and Prefcct modcls immediately after WW2
and was soon running second to Holdcn in the sales race.
Howevcr, aftcr thc introduction of the Falcon in 1960, the
company became increasingly dcpcndcnt on six-cylindcr cars
for its main sales rhrusr. proOuction of rwo British-bascd dc-
signs continucd, howevcr. Coninas (some modcls with Falcon
cngines) rverc produccd from I962 undl l9g2 and Escorts ran
from 1970 to 1980. Ford then rumed to Mazda of Japan for
the components ncecled to build small cars and rhat was the
end clf British Fords in this country.

An Australian subsidiary of Rootes Group had a curtailed
presence.. rVhen four-cylinder Hillman cari staned coming
herc in the 1920s, the firm was owned by rVilliam Hillman. Ii
was not undl 1928 that \0filliam Roores and his brother
Reginald_ acquired conrrol of the Hillman facrory and thc
ncarby Humber factory in Coventry. These firms were merg-
cd to lorm the Rootes Group. A subsidiary, Rootes Australi-a,
bcgan to assemble the lighrweight Hillman Minx at port Mel-

bournc in 1946. As thc postrvar markct boonrcd, Roolcs am-
biriousll' purchascd a largc sitc at I-larristicld, ncar Dandc-
nong, Victoria, and announccd plans to cttmtncncc local
manufacturc.'['his ncvcr cvcntuatcd.

Nevcrthclcss, l{ootcs Australia had scvcral succcsslul
ycars, asscmbling Hillman, Singcr and Humbcr cars. -l'hc

firm was going rvcll whcn thc tsritish parent companv ran into
lrard timcs, follorving the introduction of the baby Imp which
u,as intcndcd to do for Rootes what the Mini had donc for
BMC. Unhappily, the Imp - while being a pcrfectly satisfac-
tory dcsign - ncvcr provcd popular anyrvhcre.'lhc cxcrcisc
was vcry costly and causcd acutc {inuncial problcms w,ithin
thc group. As a rcsult, thc cntirc Rootcs ope ralion was sold tcr

Chryslcr. In Dccembcr 1965, Chryslcr Australia mergcd wirh
Rootcs Australia and, ovcr a pcriod of years, transfcrrcd the
asscmbly and markcting operations lrom Mclbournc to Adcl-
aid,:. Hillman salcs progrcssively dcclincd and, by l972,had,
virtually ccast:d.

'lhe carliest Rovers camc herc from 1906 onwards but it
was only after W'W2 that the company took thc Australian
market seriously. The cars werc always fully importcd but thc
go-anywhere Land Rover was assemblcd in Sydncy from
1949 and quickly became a common sight on farms, con-
struction sitcs and in military circles. It remained thc coun-
try's top-selling four-wheel drive vehicle until thc 1970s,
when the Toyota LandCruiser took over.

The way in which the LandCruiser progressivcly stolc
Land Rover's market was a microcosm of a far wider scene.
During the same period of time, the entire Japanese motor
industry showed it could quickly adapt its products to suir thc
needs and wishes of Australian motorists. As a result, Japa-
nese models steadily drove British farhily cars off Australian
roads. By the late 1980s, only luxury models such as Aston
Martin, Bentley, Jaguar, Lotus, Rolls-Royce and Rover were
on sale. AII were fully imported.

.t'. j

iF
'[he Australian Morris Elite was a sales disappointment
duing the l96Os despite the work which went into toughening
it for rough road conditions.

Opposite Page, Top: The Mini Moke prcduced ftom 1966 to
l98l was exporred fiom Sydney arcund the world - but the
total built ouer I5 yearc amounted to only 26 142.
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Had it gone into Production, the stYlish

closed just before the car was ready for Produaion'
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P76 might haoe done ucll.
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car has since been whollY herc bY o ftrm,


