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c01t1t I TTEE
PRES I OENI .

tl igc I Erog
2{ El ijoh Str,eet
llonphet t Uo le 5162

PH- 382 65t2

UICE P I OEHT

Hlqn Bokcn
5 Tindono ffuenuc
la t
Li indson Gqndans 5087

PH- 26t il?s

SECHETRRV -
0anng Sterqnt
Kings Lodge, ll? Kings Bd.
Sol isbung 0orns 5108

PH- 250 226+

TRERSURER .
Chnls Cutt ing
2l ST. Helano Stnaet
Flogstoff Hill 5159

PH- 2?0 3?99

EOITOH .
Dou id llo I loca
l2 Kestel Bood
Ona Tnee Hi I I 5l lt

PH- 280 ?2?6

PUELICITY -
0ionne Enog
2t El ijoh Street
llonphett Uole 5162

PH- 382 65t2

HO}I-OFF ICE EESRERS -
Geoff Cuttlng - 2?0 3?99
Gondon Stcront - 250 2261
Uo I Bokan, Not lono I lleet lng

Co-ondinoton - 261 ll?5
Steue llestrocott, S.tl.fl .S.R.

Club Delegote - 297 9E9l

2

CLUB INFORMATION PAGE
IIEET I IISS

C lub llaat ings ore he ld on the
lst Tucsdog of eoch ronth
except Jonuong of the Goodtood
Scout Holl, Flonence Stnaet,
Goodrood.

Tire: ?.30 p.r.

I}fiTES-

I 990

Rugust ffGll - The flnnuo I

Eenenol reatlng is hald in Rugust
ln leiu of the Genanol lleeting
fon thot ronth on q dote to be
dec I ded.

llonch
Rpni I

llog
June
Ju lg

Sapterben
0ctoben
tlouerben
CIecerben

6th
3nd
lst
5th
3nd

{th
2nd
6th
{th

lleetings ma/ change if antl when the committee
feels necessary as appearlng thr ough this pqe.

The opinions expressed within this publication
ars not necessarily those of the commlttee
except whore indicated.
The cornmittee mcepts no responsibility for
sny damee of any form whlch mE/ mcur m the
result of using information appeoring in this
publication.

Thls ls the offlclal publlcatlon of the "Leylmd
P75 Ornors' Club of S.A. lnc-" and is not
for sala to the general public. Copies are
inclutrd in a years Full l'lemborshlp.

S.A. P76 CLUB NEYS
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COMING EVENTS
JUNE
Sunday' I 71h
Technical Day

I0.30 a.m. on at Alan and Val Bakers horne.

BYO lunch, BBQ available.
This dq7 will be like previous Technical

Dqys where you can repair or find out how to
nepair anything you think relevant.

The recurring problem in Kyms car is
pnesently okay so a majon project on the dq1
will be the fitting of a power steering unit to
his car instead.

Any other problems you have or things you
would like to see on the dqy, contact Alan
261 1175 and let him know.

JULY
Sundqy I Sth
Run to Woodhouse

This day is a general get-together and an
opportunity fon everyone to look over the venue
for the Easter lleet next year.

Time, meet, map and other &tails to follow
next month.

EASTER t 992-._

Some pneliminary enqiries have been made
into the situation of booking your passage on the
boat to Tasmania for the '92 Easten Oet-
togethen for those wanting to take their vehicle.

It is reported that the boat will be booked out
within approximately eight weeks time for
travel around Easter 1992. lt is oresently
already fully Erooked until the end of 1991 !

Hal lloloney has temporarily booked the
thir^ty odd placas left so if you are one wanting
to have a spsce on the boat you must get in touch
with Hal and let him know no later than the
3'lst of July.

You can contact Hal on ( 049) 661 763.

WI{ERE'S STEYE?...

I know I get carried awqy and write too much
causing David to restrict me to a certain
amount of space but this is ridiculous!
Actually, l've been a bit busy of late with
SllASA, Distributor and the Rod Show but l'll
be back next month. ( Enter theme from the
Twilight Zone. )

Steve and Hoto

S A P76 CLUB NEWS

BITS N PIECES
SUBS DUE

June sees the end of another financial year
and that includes the club's financial year also.

Yes, which means your subs are due by June 30
for the coming 1990/91 club year. A renewal
slip con be found within to make youn payment,
and the Treasuner's job of keeping track of
them, easien.

FILTERS 4 SALE..-

The club has a supply of 286 oil filters for
the P76 V8 for saie at the meetings. As o club
we strive to make these available to you for
under the normal retail price. Thanks to
Richard again, we ane able to offer these at a

cost of $8.00 each. Limited numbers.

DASH I1AT DILEHHAS?..

The response with orders for Dmh-mats has

been somewhat disappointing considering a

great interest was shown for these items.
Unless you get your orden in fast you'11 either
miss out or be stuck with whatever may be left
over, perhaps even at a greater cost - if in fact
we have the finances to go ahead at all I

lnterest has been expressed in rear deck

mats also but the same ap'plies - unless we have

FlRll orders nothing will eventuate.

Price $39.50 ( plus $c.SO postage if
required)

A deposit of $20 per unit is requested or full
payment can be made.

Ondens with deposit ( or pq/ment), plus
colour and pile requined to:-

Kym Lindner
25 tlaurice Road
l4unrany Bnidge 5253
phone ( H) ( 085) 324967 (w) 218 I 384
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General tleeting - lst 11ay, 1gg0
l"leld Goodwood Scout Hall

HEETIII{G OPENED 7.5f, P 11

PRESENT- t9 (as per Attendance Eook) plus I

vi si tor

ApOLOGIES- 7 (as per AlLendance tsook)

IIINUTES of previous meeling were read and
accepted.

BUSINESS ARISING- rRadialar Filters-Atan
SchuLz's is I.5" size sleeved out to fit, generally
doesn'L consider worth it just for quick access. lt
ssams Lo break down any flakes Lo dust which just
sits in Lhe botlom. Richard uses 'RadSok' [cheap-
see pasl Club Newsl which vyorks OK. ostr/ay Bars-
Kym lound 22ml fronL and lgml rear K-mac,
$qg.5O ea. however availability now uncertain
becausa K-mac has gone inLo racievarship. pedders
can do for $60. Lovells. $g0. Has order from Vic.
lor 7 front and 7 raac so will conlacL with
developments and look elswhere. Nigel or lan will
check wiLh lndustrial Sprinqs. rlan has not made
Bny progness wi[h high volume ail pumps
edvertised. rPlastic pipes for heaLer-Kym
suggested Lo see 'AuLo Air'. roil filters-now
available from meeting. cost $a.OO each. rHo[ Rod
Show-we ar€ now nol enlered due to Loo many
entrsnls. .Targo Caps*fair inlerest exprassed at
Gel TogeLher. lan saw metal spinner-Loo difficult.
Davrd sugeesLad wiLh all parts manufacturinq,
Targa caps. Dashmats etc. we need monay up front
or et least a deposit Lo offseL intitial costs. Dacided
Lo deter manufaclure of Targa caps for a couple of
monthE ConcentnaLe on Dash msts at lhis stage.
oKym's car IconLinuing saga)-Kym Look Lhe car
bark t.o Soaedy fr:r Eame problam. caurdn't, find
onything excapt discs glazad up. Replecad pads wiLh
softer cornpound. rJune technical day-Kym has no
objacLion to Sleve's propor;al lasI monLh, bu[ as the
csr is OK al the moment, would like to hrve the
poyYBr sleering unit f-iLted.

TREASURER,S REpoRT- $ I73.OO aa end Or
April.

CORRESF ONDENCE- tN- rNewslelLars t ,zNSW.
Apr.2/HV&NR, Apr.J/Old.. t1ar. W.A.. t1sr.
rother- l/Travelaire Tours re US Drag Racing
rour. ?/FX-Hl Holden club r8
intro. new club. 3/Speedy mufflers acknowledging
our l6ttsr . 4/L. Grosssr, nesignalion. S/eld. club
re commillee end changes end address for club
mail.

OUT- rStarLar Kit t/J. potski. parkside.

4

COlllt,lc EVEI'iTS- as per newstettsr

S.A. P76 CLUB NEWS

MINUTES
llay 20th - Obshn busway trip.
June l TLh - Tach day at Baken's
July 15Lh - R.un Lo Woodhouse.

l.JATlCNAL mEET- There is accommodation for
EO plus the 'Old House' and can feed |OO. So lar
have deposiLs for 37 inLers[aLe people. Alan knows
of approx. 92 wanting to come so far wiLh slill l2
monLhs to go. llay need Lwo meal sittings if
possible. Will look into ca[ering. Will waiI for a

while until we have a beLter idea of number. Nigel
suggested y/E have a run up [o Woodhouse for
Enyona who wsnLs [o have a look. Alan suggesled
rnake it a July run. David suggested a leLter lo
Birdwood to confirm our booking. Val Lo send it off.
Rod Garnett now not aLtending the meeting.

GENERAL BUSINESS- rNigel welcomed our
visitor, Doug. who is looking for a stanter motor
for a VE. rArticle in nexl month's news rE
stanters. .From Ballina-it was decided that T-
Shirts elc. lett over from Essler meals can be sold
at a reducad price except the current one which
will romain full price until the noxt meal. There
was talk of forming clubs inlo one body. Also one
llagazine maybe bi-mon[hly with conLribu[ions
from all clubs. Alan suggesLed thal in future es
clubs get smaller it may be necessary to do so
then. Total mEmbership Austrslssia wide is around
52O. Suggestad name kicked around Con/Federation
of Leylond P76 Owners, to include NZ. After liat.
meel next year Hal lloloney is talking of organising
a trip up Nor[h [o Ayers Rock etc. and then across
to the NSW border if Enyone is intenesled.
Attendance aL Ballina 69 adulls, l4 children. EJ
total. 2 WA, 2 Tas.. ll SA, S Vic.. 6 NSW. J7
HV&NR,20 Old. and 5O csrs. lL was a casual affair
with no concours' etc. Nigel gave a report on [he
weakend. All had a good time. tlosl of those who
wenL had scme Lrouble gel&,ing back Lhrough the
floods. .John Bealtia still chasing lronl corngrs,
has gol fibreglass ones from Canbenrs, but would
prefer mB[BI. Also has info. on Slick S0 teflon
coating and Oleon. Chap from Oleon has of,fered Lo
do a demonslralion for [he club. Jildan recommends
Penrite, but it needs to be changed regularly.
.Gordon gave a short reporl on the run to Bethany
with the R & S Series Valianl Car Club. I p76
nepresented. See Club News for full reporl.
.Tasmsnia, I992. Good Friday. April l7th.
Suggested thal you should book soon for tle boal if
taking your car over.

FOR SALE- r6cyl P76, Level I | [Fleet]. See
Nigel for more info. rJohn Stretton has come
across a lady in Vic. with two Workshop manuals.
$50 each. See John for ph. no. rVB on yorke
Peninsular aL Paskeville, wrecking only- $ IOOO.
Good mechanically but body rusLed. Nigel has ph.
no.

I1EETING CLOSED 9.26 P.N

F



Yi{ite this month sees the end of the
fjnoncial year for the club, August, but two
months away, will see the holding of the clubs
Annual Oeneral lleeting, with its associated
elections of club committee and office bearers.
And it is with this in mind that I wish to fmus
my comments on this month.

For those more recent members, and to form
a background; my association with the P76 club
started with my jo'in'ing in mid ta late '!983
(August, I think) however jt was not until my
rnove to Adeleide from the countny late in 1984
that I became directly involved. I offered
assistance when at the end of I 984 help was
needed in the production of the club newsletter.
January 1985 saw me as an assistant to the
Editon and Febr-uary's was the finst to car"ry
slgns of my input, By April I was left in
charge. I carnjed on as Editon until duly elected
os such at the A0ll in August 1985.

And the rest is like the above - history.
This coming August will see the end of five
consecutive tenms m Editor for me, and neanly
five and a half years involved in its production.
So, it's not the Sundqy llail or, more
neievently, Hodern llotor however it does iend
some interesting statistics. Over that period,
just in my monthly scrawls which I loving call
an Editorial, I have written approximately
43,000 words. And that's not counting other-
antjcles. After 60 odd editions of typing all the
bits and pieces that go into this publication it's
amazing I have any teeth ieft! I hate to think of
the figures Steve must have clmked up, m the
arnount of writing he does rpakes me look a rank
amateur. lt's even more startling to think that
all of these words revolve around the one
subject and that ther'e could be anyth"ing left to
sE/ with regards to the P76. But there
probably is.

The bottom line is this - l'd like a rest.
Those who kno,v me well will realise that that
statement dwsn't come lightly, in fact they'll
probably marvel at it coming at all.
l.Jonetheless, that's where it's at.

The rationale beh'ind it rs vast. There ane
large factors of a physical noture whlch enter
the equation, and while l'd be pr-etty safe to say

S A. P76 CLUB NEYS

Ed

EDITORIAL
they are fairly large factors, the pmt renders
them nelatively innelevent. I seem to alwa/s
manage to get by with a lot more than a little
help from my friends. So, a couple of other
factors are emptiness, staleness and
complacenry.

Emptiness- ask me to write an artjcle on

anything P76 nelated and I would ask for a

dnink. l'm not so much clnied up (there are
things that could be written about) as wnung
out.

Staleness- i.he reasori fcrr the ebove, rvith a

bit of tiredness thrown in now and then.
Complacenry- mix the above two and 'hey

presto'. But let me explain this some more.

Last month I com mented about getti ng
infonmation to the grass noots member. Now,
as far as information exchange 1s concerned, as

it stands, each clr:bs publication plays the part
of a chajn and therefore each Editor is a major
ilnk. ( Backed up ( I hope) by each committee,
which is also a link in the chain.) As a malor
iink, if I don't pass on the message the chain
goes dead. I feel that having been constantly in
the chain I do not want to become complacent
whereby what seems new and exciting to others
doesn't to ffie, and so not pass on what is
relevent. Perhaps this is u,hy some clubs have
a maximum term of office written into their
consti tuti on.

The fneshness that new blood can bring to a

club is not just a myth bandied about out aloud
at A0l-1s to encourry people to take active noles
in the club. The new ideas new people bring
with them may not alwqls be new to everyone,
but ths/ don't need to be, o1d things can be new
to them. The important thing is that thqT are
fresh, and that inspires the new and old on
alike

I hope that there is someone to take up the
ball and run with it, even if it is only a short
way. I will then be able to take on something
new to me and perhaps the stale will then be
fresh.

5
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OVERSTEER. Leyland's P76 wallowed throuqh the mud
in our tough wet-weather rough.roads test. Oplional
oversteer was available but low.geared steering reduced
manoeuvreability.
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UNDERSTEER.
ahead on its 6in.
when power was
contro l -

Chrysler's Ranger ploughed straight
rims, but switched rapidly to oveisteer
applied. Low.geared steering also reduced
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OVERSTEER. Ford's Falcon was predominanily andpredictably an oversteerer under virtually every Londition.
Tr-a-nsition from the neutral stance was s6metiires rapid,difficult to control.
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TJNDERSTEER. GM's Holden charged straight on
regardless, only displayed oversteer when excessive power
was deliberately applied. Steering offered more precise
control than others, but front-end plough was often heavy.
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THE ever'poputar 3O2 CID Ford VB returned between l2'14mpg
under hard going and sat in the 18-20mpg range at 65mph. For
routine maintenance, plugs, distributor, dipstick are guite
accessible.

Eecause Chrysler does not "market" its V9s, we were supplied
with a 265 Hemi-six for the test. lt matched the performance of
the V9s in all respects and turned in about l4mpg under hard
running, Gentte cruising tifted the figure to around 22mpg.

Y and performance- The P76's 4.4litre V8 is no
sluggard, and returns impressive fuel consumption figures.
Really pushed hard the car never drops below l8,Smpg, and with
considerate use runs out to 22-24mpg, The massive amount of
spare room under the bonnet has to be seen to be believed.

//:;r//////t I I I I I M i I llllll

GM-H's lusty 3O8 CID V8 was coupled with excellent gear ratios and
outperfotmed all three competitors on the performance runs. Fuel
consumption was in exactly the same category as the Ford.
Unfortunately engine accessibility is not a high point with the
Holden.

I1ERHAPS THE TOUGHEST tasK

Ha manufacturer can be set is to
I enter a market area stocked with

well-estab I ished compet itors.
Because of the familiarity of the

known products, the newcomer tends
to be evaluated as a single unit in
comparison with the combined force
of the opposition.
And that's precisely what's

happening to the P76. The big
differences between this situation and
others in the past, is that the
latecomer stood up and demanded to
be compared as an individua I in
competitio n with its commo n
o pposition.

Leyland's claim for individuatity is
based on what they describe as a
"European concept" in automobile
engineering. However they also admit
that they have followed the
conventional packaging procedure in
compiling the basic product
"envelo pe."
ln fact the degree of "origina lity" in

the Leyland product manifests itself in
only a f ew signif icant areas . . .

o A European-style body design.
o A European-concept of suspension

engi neer i ng.
r A lighter overall body weight.
Any other differences really

constitute "variations on a theme"
since they could all be applied to any
of the competitive packages without
diff iculty at the next model-change or
f a celif t.

However, it is worth noting that the
ma jor points listed above do have
tangible side-benefits that relate to
significant product advantages at the
customer level. To take the most
important point, the reduced weight
reflects on the product in terms of
improved fuel economy and
competitive performance from a

smaller, lighter powerplant.
The point of this preamble is

primarily to demonstrate that
innovation 569vld not be the yardstick
by which the quality or suciess of this
product is accessed.

ln fact, if innovation were applied to
the task of evaluating the product, the
new P75 would not fare well, for it is
substantially non-new.

There is really only one fair standard
of evaluation and that is by direct
comparison with its competitors.
We propose to give you that direct

comparison here and now in a
carefully evaluated point-by-point
analysis . . .

FIRST, THE CARS. . .

We put a solid five months of
preparation into this comparison,
knowing it is the most important
comparison test ever performed in this
co u ntry.
Months bef ore release date, we

approached Leyland and asked them
to give us the specif ications of at least
two vehicles which we requested be
made available to us immediately the
car was released.

They readily agreed, supplying the
mechanical details of two cars - an
automatic V8 sedan optioned to the
ultimate degree, and a stock-sta ndard
baseJine manual six.
Armed with this inf ormation, we

then approached the Big Three for cars
with near-identical specification.
GM-H and Ford readily agreed to build
cars for us. Chrysler had just released
the new VJ series and claimed they
already had road test vehicles on
strength of the specifications required.

GM-H and Ford, via the f igureheads
of NSW Public Reiations Managers
Marc Maclnnes (The General) and Max
Ward (Ford), bent over backwards to
satisfy our denrands and, by dint of
working around the clock, they
produced their test cars on time.

Unfortunately, when the Chrysler
arrived, it had converted to a Ranger
optioned up to Regal specification.
However, although we used the Ranger
for test and photographic purposes,
we were able to secure a Regal for
more direct comparisons of detail
equipment.
Then Leyland postponed their

release date - so that, after all this
preparation, we didn't get to drive the
P76 tor quite as long as its rivals.

Leyland call their top model the
Executive (a good name) and offer it
in the Ford trad itiorr - you can have
any variation you like as long as it's
completel
Tire Executive is thus tagged at

$4525 but this price includes standard
4.4litre V8, three-speed T-bar
autoshifter, power steering,
push-button radio, power aerial,

COLOR PAGE: (Top section). The four boot shots show the differing luggage capacities. Only
the P76 accepted our entire Samsonite test pack - with room to sparc- Clockw'ise from the top
left corner they are Falcon, Chrysler, Holden and P76. (Bottom section). lnteriors are
distinctly individual, vet cu(iously the same. The order is the same as for the luggage shots. )
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P76 v BIG I
reclining bucket seats, radial ply tyres
and 6in. rims.

We optioned all the rival cars to
exactly this specification with the
exception cf the Chrysler in which we
employed the biggest (265ClD) six
cylinder engine instead of the optional
318ClD V8.
We did this because Chrysler does

not seriously market the V8 engine (it
accounts for only l0percent of total
Valiant sales) and its six-cylinder
engine is competitive in all respects
with the rival V8s. By contrast, both
Ford and GM fit in excess of
4Opercent V8s in their major sedan
lines and the content is rising.
On test, the Ch:'ysler 5ix matched

the V8s in every area. However, if you
wish to split hairs and claim the 318
V8 is the only truly competitive
engine, please add an extra $170 to
the Valiant's price in the following
compa'rative table below for cars of
otherwise identical specification . . .

P76.. ..$4525
Premier .$4344

crew headed by brilliant young US
designed Jack Telnack and inspired by
the then Managing Director, Bill
Bourke. lt has been a successful styling
exercise from market acceptance
viewpoint, but has been the subject of
considerable criticism at a functional
level.
The Chrysler is also locally styled,

although it has the strongest allegiance
to American models of the Big Three.
Its somewhat cumbersome dimensions
have reversed the substantially
functional styling trend of the
previous models, and the car has only
achieved a fair degree of market
accepta nce.

The P76 strides in with a bold new
European-styled body crafted by
Michelotti. At the point of writing,
two weeks after the press release,
we've yet to get a single rave opinion
on styling - and we've shown the car
to hundreds of people. However that
relates to aesthetics and we don't
evaluate cars by that standard
although you may feel free to as a

consumer,
What concerns us more is functional

design, and the P76 displays a mixturp
of good and bad. . Certainly the

than its competitors, the sPace is

entirely usable i quite unlike its
competitors, in which spare wheels
chew large chunks out of the usable-
area.

However, the major compartment of
fhe P76 gets no special benefit from
exterior body design and parallels the
accommodation standard of its rivals
almost too precisely. lt is roughly
identical from all considerations of
interior dimensioning hiproom,
legroom, seat adjustment and shgulder
room.

An overall assessment of design and
styling on f u nctional grounds must
take into account the practical use of
dimensions, provision of
accommodation within the envelope,
roadability and driveability affected
by exterior dimensions (such as
parkahility, minimum garage
requirement, capacity to negotiate
rough or uneven terrain and turning
circles) as well as standard of visibility
and noise level produced from wind
resista nce.

From these viewpoints the Holden is
clearly out f ront, and we put it at the
head of this classification.

However, Leyland's serious attemots

FORD's Falcon/Fairmont rcnge has always been popular with CHRYSLER's Regal has the usual Chryster nautrat handling character.
the enthusiast motorist because of its comfortable ride/handling istics with the sudden and sometimes viscious transition to wild over.
combination. The car is not capable of handling rough roads steer. Ride comfort has been achieved at the expense of handling.
exceptionally well, but the positive "optional oversteer" is an
enthusiast's delight.

Fairmont ......$4484 stow-away wipers offer the best at producing a functional body design
Regal . . .$4447 forward visibility standard available, has succeeded in pushing the marque
We consider this comoarison of but the bulky tail treatment reduces ahead of two of its rivals - in our view

model topliner.s to be morJlmportant rearward visibility to a level equivalent very good for a first attempt! This is

than a tine-up of the baie-m;j"t;:li; I_o -tl".y.9ttl of its opposition. The car how we see the final scorecard . . .

major advantage is tnat it si;;i't;" ls,^as-diflicult to park as the worst of Design - and styling: ioto"n l,
opportunity to compare ; ';;J;r;;;; the Bis Three, and the blind spots are Leyland 2, Ford 3,-chrysler 4.
oi tne a,iirubre "qlip--..,i 

;;. ;;i,: tff:i"tffijitSill;."r, 
in the business ENG;NE' . . .

STYLING & DESTGN also cancel out any benefit gained by The P76 V8 engine is a development
The Big Three are all locaily designed the extra . inch of ground clearance. of the Rover V8 engine using an

and styl6d but have undenia-ble orlgins However, they are an inherent part of aluminium alloy cylinder block and
or aff iliations overseas. For exam-ple, the car's long-nose wedge styling cylinder heads, with shrunk-in, dry
the super-clean Holden was brt which may well contribute to iron liners. Aluminium alloy is used
together by the talented young styting pres-enting a superior aerodynamic extensively in other components. The
team of GM-H Fishermen's Bend, yet profile to the wind - with resultant engine dimensions are exactly square
it owes more than a passing family benefits of good performance (notably with bore and stroke of 3.5in.
resemblance to the cars of West top speed) and f uel economy. The resultant capacity is 4.4litres
Germany's Opel companyj Certainly, the P76 encompasses which was achieved by increasing both

It was almost certainly the subject of larger compartment capacities within bore and stroke on the original Rover
some international collabbi;ition in the the overall envelope - although only engine. There are a long list of other
GM Central Styling Studios in Detroit. at the extremities. The underlbonnei modifications, chiefly -designed for'
However, it is also the most area is the biggest, widest and roomiest greater reliability and production
f unctionally styled and locally-suited working space we've seen - and most economy, but the nett result is
product we've seen in. this country - mechanics will readily jump into the l92(gross)bhp at 4250rpm and-
and l'm excluding the controversial bay and sit on the guard to wor.k on 285lb,ft of torque at 2500rpm from a
subject of aesthetic appeal from that the car. twin-choke Stromberg carburettor on
suggestion. Similarly the boot is easily the larEest 9 to I compression ratio.
The Falcon was designed and in the business. And while its The V8 is a lusty performer,

c.;r:ie:.qri.ded by a locally-based uS dimensions are up to 1% times bigger reasonably silent in operation for an
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all-alloy unit, with very tree-revving
ch aracter isti cs.
The 302 Ford engine needs little

introduction. lt's one of the
best-known and most successful V8
designs in the world and it is showing
no sign of ageing.

Like most of the Yankeri-style VBs,
it's oversquare in design at 4.00in. by
3.0in. for a cubic ,capacity of 3O2ClD.
Also overhead , valv€ detign with
hydraulic lif terf; ifd nrshtatiureo
purely from cast iron and yet is not
considered a heavy engine for its
power output of 220bhp at 460orpm.
A hefty 300 lb.ft of torque thumps in
at 2600rpm.
The Ford engine is now

manufactured and built in Australia at
G eelong, Victoria, and local
production has done nothing to
detract from the reputation of this
major component of Ford's sedan.
GM's 308 VB should also be

well-known to Australians by now.
Designed and manuf actured by
Australians it was the f irst local V8
ever produced and replaced the
imported 307 American unit. lt's been
a complete success in both this
capacity and its smaller 253 derivative,

all the engines - 2000rpm, and this
enables the engine to give superior
performance in areas where even
shifting gears cannot compensate for
lack of torque.

Like the other engines, the Chrysler
employs a two-barrel carb feeding the
hemi head through 9 to I compression
ratio with overhead valve arrangement.
Bore and stroke is 3.9lin. x 3.68in.

It's significant that all four cars
employ mechanical f uel pumps. Other
mechanical variations are mini mal.
ln terms of overall feel there's not a

great deal of difference between the
four powerplants. We placed several
expert observers in the Valiant and
most could not pick the six-cylinder
without revving the engine right out
(at which point the noise increases and
the smoothness decreases, giving the
game arvay).

The Holden and Falcon powerPlants
are so near identical in feel,
performance and running operation
that they can not be picked apart.
The Leyland V8 is slightly noisier

than the other two V8s, but the noise
is insulated from the Passenger
compartment, so the problem is not
really noticeable.

It's smooth and free-revving and it
gives good perfornrance from its light
weight. Better still, it has less effect on
handling than the other engines and
produces better f uel economy. We
can't wait to see it in 5-litre form, and
it's not really surprising to see the
powerplant score top marks with our
testcrew...

Engines: Leyland 1, Chrysler 2, Ford
and GM equal 3.

By way of an equaliser, we'd have to
note that a VBcquipped Regal would
see the Pentastar name displaced from
second slot by the B ig Two
powerpla nts.

RIDE, HANDLING & STEERING
There are notable differences in both

the approach and end results of the
products from all four manufacturers.

Holden sticks conservatively to its
predictable understeer set-up with a
progressive handling process
characterised by accurate steering,
moderate body roll, good control
under a wide variety of conditions,
above-average suspension location for
adverse conditions, and final plough
understeer with some f ront end kneel

and tyre distortion at the limits.
The car has a smooth, firm ride on

good surfaces and a very suPPle,
forgiving ride on adverse surfaces.
Control is always good, and the car
handles its available power and gets
more of it to the roadwaY than anY
other car.

The P76 makes a brave attemPt at
correcting what some "exPerts"
consider to be a Holden "fault" -
body movement on the susPension'
Variously described as jelly-action,
float, and poor suspension location,
Holden engineering has been the
subject of probably unnecessarily
hypercritical attention from many
industry quarters.
Leyland, with a more Positive

suspension location, feel they have
cured the problem - and theY've
certainly achieved a more positive
contact between suspension and body,
with a resultant reduction in the
feeling of detachment between body
and suspension.
But it is this highlY

rubber-impregnaled GM approach that
saves the car's ride on rough surfaces
and conversely causes the LeYland
vehicle to react more sharPlY to

adverse cond,taons.
On badly corrugated surfaces, ride is

average (certainly below that of the
Holden) and suspension control
noticeably less. With the manual
steerin g (4,7 turn s lo ck to lo ck)
control in f ast going is quite poor, but
with the power steering as f itted to
these comparative test cars, it is
significantly better.
However, bitumen surface

road-holding is f irst class. Certainly the
car rolls quite severely, but this is not
particularly evident to the passengers,
and the long-travel suspension
characteristics are typical of European
automotive engineeling for which
Leyland makes parallel claims. ln fact
a suspension engineer who examined
the vehicle's specifications, described
the shock absorber and spring travel as
beinq very similar in dimensions to
that of a BMW 3-litre. However he
drew no f urther parallels to BMW ride
or handling noting vastly different
design a pproaches.
The Leyland vehicle displays good

road manners when pushed hard, with
a virtually neutral handling state that
can be pushed into optional oversteer

THE Holden understeers leven in the wet) with moderate body roil, and final
plough understeer. There is some evidence ol front end kneel and a littte
tyre distortion. but generally handlinq is "safe".

although it's certainly not as popular
with sportsmen as the Ford engine -probably because of optional and
modification eqr.ripment available for
the latter.
From a near-identical bore/stroke

specif ication to the Ford unit, 4.0in. x
3.06in.) GM's 308 with similar
two-barrel carb, overhead
hydraulically-operated valves and 9 to
I compression ratio churns out the
top-level 240bhp at 4B0Orpm. lt's also
got superior torque - 315lb.ft at
3000rpm, which accounts f or the car's
generally superior performance in
most areas.

While Chrysler might appear to be at
a disadvantage with only six cylinders,
the locally designed and manufactured
Hemi is a remarkably compet itive
engine and actually sends the heavier
Chrysler sedan to better performance
times than its rivals in some areas.

At 265ClD it is a bare 4cu.in. under
the Leyland VB capacity and shoves
out superior power at 203bhp
(480Orpm).. Even torque lags only
slightly at 262lb.ft, but this high f igure
is produced at the lowest rev point of

I

THE P76 has virtually neutral handling characteristics with a
touch of oversteer on call at its limits. Long suspension travel
ensures excellent ride on smooth surfaces but the car is not at
home in the rough-

I
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THE bumqer iack
quite dangerous o
with all four cars
cap remover'/wheelbrace.

THE
Bck are dangerous
Nefer to see either
style units suPPlied.

Leyland's rigidly-mounted coil'sprunq
rear end offers superior rough'road
roadholding to the squishY, more
compliant Ford.

Chrysler sits firmly in a position of
soft ride and neutral handling with
very def inite (and sometimes sudden)
transition to oversteer. However,
although it is an extremely smooth car
on smooth roads, its torsion bar
suspension still seems unsuited to
radial ply tyres and the slightest
irregularity produces ride harshness.
Its handling is typically American,

(unlike its competitors), and there is a
noticeable presence of engineering for
ride at the expense of handling.
Combined with low-geared steering
systems that are vague in manualform
and over-boosted and indefinite inpo-wer-assisted form, the Chrysler
offers the least control of the four.

However, it bears noting that the car
is ba.sically a good, safe handling car,
and if treated with respect wiil g6OOte
up any kind of mileage rapidly albeitwith noticeable body 

-roll 
ina'changein attitude, with the occasionil

presence of tyre noise.
By way of almost inexplicable

contrast, the Valiant Regal found itsway round Oran park racing circuitfaster than any of the otheis in anallto-brief two-lap acquaintanieoerore impending rain ruledout
con.tinuation of the exercise. We hopeto test four comparative cars on the
c ircu it aga in .

A.variety of steering systems areemployed, although the vaiiabte ratiorord and GM power systems arevrrtualty identical.

is the same as that of the '76. Both styles of
SLTGHTLY more "comprehensive," the P76 tool kit had a
"r"--Z*'rlt *ii"tbrace ind a ratchet'type iack handle' The

trims were particularly hard to remove'

providing the terminal speed of the
corner isn't too high for the Power
reserves available.

There is absolutelY no sign of tYre
squeal, and the front end of the
vehicle is not thrown off line bY
unexpected adverse surfaces in the
middle of a corner.

However, in our test experience, the
rear end of the vehicle was most
certainly prone to leaping off-line
when an unexpected change in
surf aces was encountered. ln this
respect, the more rigidly located, but
supple (ear suspension isn't as
successf ul as the Holden's.

The Ford Fairmont is in a class and
style all its own. lts smooth-surface
capabilities are the best of the four,
and it is a pleasure to drive round
town f or its complete ride silence.
However once the surface

deteriorates or is interrupted
intermittently, the Ford ride standard
is noticeabty reduced. On very rough
surfaces, it is still better than its
opposition, but because the vehicle
can be readily thrown off.line, the ride
is less comfortable.
Smooth, neutra I handling with

readlly available optional oversteer
endears the Ford to every enthusiast
open road motorist and is generally
accepted as the most desirable modern
handling set-up. Certainly it is less
progressiye than the Holden which is a
conf irmed u ndersteerer, but its
steering loads are also lighter, and
driving generally takes less effort.

Unfortunatety, its dirt road handling
is of a poor standard, with inadequat6
location of the rear axle. Even

hubcap
wheel' on anything but level ground and we would -

small hydiautic iacks, or the old "wind'up"

Both engines are extremelY heavy
and impose serious loadings on the
front end. For the steering systems to
remain light for Parking and
progressive for high speed cornering, a

variable ratio sYstem is in fact
essent ia l.

Leyland is in a completely different
position, having slashed the engine
weight by the use of alloy materials,
and ellminated much of the front-end
loadings. ln view of this, the
unnecessarily lowgeared manual
steering contradicts the very purpose of
the lightweight mill, but in the power.
assisted version, a more accept? *'
compromise at 3.3 turns lock to
is achieved.

Like the Falcon, it's still too \ I
and too unprogressive. However u Ydriver. adapts, precise contro'i, fabundantly available,
Our crew rated the Big Four in three

separate categories. The f indings make
interesting comparison . .,
_ Pure ride: P76 - I , Falcon 2, Holden
3, Valiant 4.

Ride handling compro
I, P76 - 2, Falcon 3. Va
Pure handling: Faicon

Holden 3. Valiant 4.

. ln drawing these conclusions, we
have taken the perhaps controversial
?pproach of evaluating the products
for,their most regular uiage. Hence the
l-alcon is listed as having the best pure
handling, because moit mileagi is
completed on reasonably sealed r-oads.

However, if handling on poorly
sealed or unsurfaced ioads is'given

Continued on paie g6,

mise: Holden
liant 4.
1, P76 - 2,
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P76 v BIG I
Continued from Page 14'

emphasis Falcon would be displaced at
least two places and Holden
accelerated to the lead. Similarly, P76
would not fare well on evaluations of
ride over uneven or harsh surfaces.

PERFORMANCE
lf you assess performance purely

aga inst-the<lock, switch to the
comparative tables and you'll see the
Holden edging out for a slight (and
slight ly surprising) lead.
The Chrysler is the most impressive

straight-line performer in view of its
straight-six mill ,and minimum
capacity, and the Leyland VB is
certainly an impressive powerplant.

However, if Leyland engineering staff
expected the car's 2001b weight
advantage to yield any significant
outright performance advantbge, they
should be interested in the
comparative performance f igures
obtained on the same road, on the
same day.

However we're talking measurable
short-distance performance at this
level and we prefer to evaluate the cars
for their overall performance. This
must include considerations of
point-to-point capabilities, cornering
potential under regular motoring
conditions, round town
responsiveness, and overall fuel
economy

We'd like to be able to put down an
impressive formula to r, compi:te all
these factors, but it basically comes
back to driver response, and practical
ex per i en ce.

Since the Leyland P76 will hurry
round any corner as fast as the other
three, accelerate as easily, cruise as
effortlessly, provide safe overtaking
reserves, keep you abreast of the
traff ic f low without conscious eff ort -and still pack more miles into the
gallon than its competitors, we feel it
rates the thi n edge of the vote.

The top mark is not given I

any manufacturer can easily

space ot any car.
Claims for interior space advantages

by any manufacturer would have to
rate as a complete waste of time -
otherwise we'll have our tdpe measure
melted down the made into a boobY
prize for ourselves.
lf you want to go nit-picking, you

will find the P76 offers 2in. more
rearseat headroom than its best
competitor and the Valiant offers
0.75in. more headroom in the front
than the P76. And so on.

And so what!
Every goddam one of them has

c o m p le t e ly id e n t ica I

people-accommodation in an
absolutely identical package. ln fact
the manufacturers could do everyone a

a favor, get together and build a

common compartment and save
everyone a bundle on repair bills.

Certainly there would be no loss of
in div id ua lity.
Every car now utilises the

self-conta ined wrap-around instrument
console placed directly in front of the
driver. They employ two-spoke wheels
to a man (the Chrysler photographed
had the optional sports pack which
offers three-spoke wheel just like The
Other Two in similar trim).

There are variations in switchgear
and slight variation in instrumentation
and warning lights but it's all basically
similar. The promise of a European
feel in the P76 pales in the face of an
obviously US€riented steering wheel
layout, instrument design and even
f oot-o perated d i pswitch.

All cars now have a high stanriard of
seating with cushy buckets offering
good location and fatigue-free driving.
lf we were asked to nominate the
smartest cockpit we'd opt tor the
Ford, and its seats still rate tops for
our money. However the P76 is very
comfortable, the Holden seats are
vastly improved to a now completely
acceptable standard and the Chrysler
seats are completely accommodating.

htly -
,uild-in

superior outright performance with a

bigger 'engine or spunked-up
suspension, but it takes a little extra
enqineering effort to go down in cubic
ca pacity, achieve near-identical
performance, and significantly
improve on conventional f uel
consumpt ion.

Because the others are so similar, we
rate them identically...

Performance: P76 I, Holden,
Falcon, Valiant - 2.

INTERIORS'COMFORT I

lf there is any substantial differenbe
between the four cars, we failed to
identify it. Selection of a car on its
interior must essentially reside in the
area of personal choice. For one thing
our interior measurements prove that
conclusively.

The basic cockpit is identical on all
four cars. This ls hardly surprising
when you consider all four sit on an
identical 11lin. wheelbase, astride
tracks varying in width only between
58in. and 60.5in. - ttrese are the two
major dimensions affecting interior

ig
b

THE interiors need no explanation. They all have basically the sameequipment, althoigh
the "sports pack" Chrysler we used for photography has a tachometer. Clockwise from the
top le{t corner they are Falcon, Chrysler, Holden and P76.

We rate driving posltions highly for
both comfort and safety, and to our
way of thinking the commanding,
relaxed Holden driving position is
superior. However, the P76 is good,
and the Falcon's slightly low seating
position only limits control in the area
of visibility. But our crew agreed
universally that the Chrysler seating
position is just too low and the drivqr
relationship to the controls tob
d isjo inted.

Our rating is a photo-f inish . . .

lnteriors and Comfort: Falcon I , P76
2, Holden 3, Valiant 4

BRAKES
We'd like to think braking is an area

of major competition amongst tl-ie
various manufacturers, but tfle
competition has now levelledou[,
f ortunately at a peak. F lip to our telt
clrart, and you'll find there's only a

hair-splitting diffeience between the
cars.

From 60mph, the cars all screamed
to a lialt within IOf t of each other on
a variety of bitumen surfaces and
gradients. The recorded g-ratings were
similar, the pedal pressures close and
the overall time required to stop,
near-id en tica l.
The Valiant test car ref used to slew

sideways unlike the cars we mentioned
last month, and only kicked the tail
out slightly when th'e surface became
slippery f rom.a.fresh drizzle.'

The Flolden displayed badly-adjusted
rear brakes at first, but the car was
dreadf ully new and soon settled into
painf ully hard, consistent stops. The
Holden brakes were the only ones that
showed no sign of fade, and the P76,
despite lts lighter weight was the
worst.

There was little to pick between the
various systems in open road use,
except that the P76 and Valiant
consistently required less effort than
the other cars, and also produced less
progressive feel. t
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The Holden was the most consistent
and the Ford the most pleasant to use.

We don't rate the differences in
performance or feel highlY, and the
f inal decision was close ' . .

Brakes: Holden l, Ford 2, P76 3,
Chrysler 4.
Thlt brings us to the tail-pieces. We'd

like to consider the minor categories
con jointly.

Luggage-carrying capacity has been
promoteO as a major selling point by
Leyland, and a casual observer could
be forgiven for assuming it was -the
focal [oint of the styling. Certainly
the boot is huge - gigantic in fact, and

easily c,apable absorbing our entire
Samionite luggage pack plus a couple
of spare peoPle!
The rival' manufacturers maintain

that the boot is normally fully used

once a year for annual holidaYs and
occasionilly for extended weekends'
But with bigger families, more travel
and more household and Personal
chattels, a useful and usable boot
capacity is increasingly important.
iertainly LeYland is the onlY

manuf acturer who can rightf ully make
claims to either. At 36cu ft., the P76
makes Holden's 26 cu ft. look pitif ul'
Worse still, the Holden loses a large
portion of that because of poor spare

wheel location, while the LeYland
capacity is f ullY usable.
It is impossible to squeeze even a

moderate amount of luggage into
either of the Big Three boots without
striking the inevitable curse of the
poorly located spare wheel. However,
shifting the wheel to another location
(usually the floor) Provides good
luggage space for most occasions.
On top of that, most of the jacking

systems are hopeless. The Leyland and
Holden vehicles share the common
concertina jack, oPerating on bodY
contacts, while the other two use

bumper jacks.
Operating every one of them on

uneven terra in is a nightmare, but the
body jacks on the Holden and P76 are
certainly the most reliable. The
bumper jacks are slow and avrkward to
adjust and fit although theY are
generally easier to pump up and down
once f itted. The P76 unit is the easiest
to extract from the boot.
No car has even a basicallY

acceptable toolkit - at best you score
a hubcap/wheelnut remover and jack
lever. When it comes to roadside
breakdowns, it pays to imProvise, or
perhaps you use the meagre equipment
to club the nearest individual into
surrendering his toolkit. Really, we
had hoped Leyland would have proved
an innovator on this important point.

Fuel systems have raised our wrath
for various reasons on every product
produced by the Big Three' The P76
overcomes the major complaint - slow
and inefficient filling with shocking
spitback. The Leyland device accepts
f ull-power fast f ills right to the top of
the neck, while the other three provide
poor f illing down to the all-time low
standard off ered bY the Holden.
The Holden f uel sYstem is f urther

disgraced by a gauge that seems to be

constantly in search of new magnetic
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fields, and which is totally unreliable'
Foriunately the average fuel
consumption is more predictable so

the observant owner can gauge

diminishing suPPlies.
The othei fuel sYstems are not much

better, and none offer lockable caps
except on the options lists - Leyland
haven't reversed this trend either'

Breaking this section into three areas

we f ind the following . . .

Luggage caPacity: P76 l, (easilY)'
Chrysler 2,Ford 3, Holden 4.
.laif system: P76 I ' Holden 2,

Chrysler and Ford 3.
Fuel systems: P76 l, ChrYsler 2,

Ford 3, Holden 4'

FINISH AND ASSEMBLY
A surprising aspect of this test was

that a detailed inspection of the four
vehicles showed that standards of
f.inish and assembly were remarkably
close. We f ind that Holden has yet to
be disPlaced f rom its Position 9f
ultimate quality., and Leyland f its in
close behind - although it has some
rough edges to clear uP. ChrYsler
offJrs a vistly improved standard of
trim'and f inish, and Ford is showing
noticeable improvement in assembly
standard.
We couldn't helP leaving the cars

with the impression that the very close
standard of assembly might be due to
the ultimate specifications of these
luxury models - in other words, You
pay for what You get.

Reliable as ever, Holden heads the
class . . .

Finish and AssemblY: Holden I ' P76
2, Chrysler 3, Ford 4.

UNDER.BONNET
T here's little to f ight about in this

area, but the two Prime Points of
consideration are accessibility to the
mechan icals, and safetY.
We note with satisfaction that one

manufacturer has finally heard our
pleas for properly protected fans -
unf ortunate ly it's not the one we've
been criticising. Leyland fits a fan
shroud and it's efficient. Will the
others please f ollow suit! (Or supply a

f inger-bin below) .

The Leyland undoubtedlY has the
roomiest under-bonnet area, though
we couldn't f ind a mechanic who liked
the forward-hinged safety bonnet.
That's probably a case of inflexible

- ideas, as most mechanics also leaped
readily into the engine bay feet-first
and commenced fiddling in relative
comfort. Leyland provide a powerful
under-bonnet light to make sure the
fiddling can be done at night iust as

easi l y.
There is litt16 to choose between the

cars for access to the major ancillaries
so we nominate one winner and three
a lso-ra ns.

Under bonnet: LeYland l, Ford,GM
& Chrysler 2.

VALUE.FOR.MONEY
To offer an outright assessment in

this category is alYnost to declare an
outright winner - since a maiority of
buyerg in the regular sedan market are
guided solely by fiscal influences in

their ultimate choice.
For this reason, Leyland starts f rom

behind with a $200 Pena lty and

nothing to show for it aPart from
vague, nebulous Phrases such as

"E-uropean ride and comf ort
sta ndards. "
Again, bY reference to our

check{hart, You'll find there is no

significant variation in specifications
of any kind and the four cars could
quite'easilY have had their design
parameters stamPed with the same

neat little cheese-cutter.
But while our test crew failed to f ind

any serious evidence of genuine design
innovation or radical approach in the
P76 product, theY all returned the
same verdict on economy - and the
P76 on test invariably recorded Smpg

better fuel consumPtion than its

competitors (including, most times,
the Chrysler Six).

O n th is basis alone, a sim Ple
calculation will prove that the initial
pricetag differential can be relatively
quickly off set bY mileage.

At f ive more miles for every gallon, it
doesn't take verY long to buY back
your original price disadvantage and

iet out front of Your next door
neighbour's motoring budget.

AnO tnat weekend jaunt or special
long-distance holiday trip doesn't seem
to hurt nearly as much. Thus our
clearcutfinding...

Value for money: P76 I , ChrYsler 2,
Holden 3, Falcon 4.

SUMMABY
Our test crevr sPent manY miles and

many hours behind the wheels of these
four near-identical cars to bring you
this test. After a particularly hard test
day in gruelling wet'weather
conditions, two staffers were heard to
comment quite seParatelY on the
similarity of the products. "lt's really
a matter of personal preference," they
later agreed.
Although the Leyland vehicle sets

itself aside in styling origins, and VB
engine design, it is identical with its
competitors in every other major
resp ect.
Our crew failed to establish a

European concept of ride, and the car
certainly failed to make a similar
impression to the Peugeot 504 or
BMW 520, which drew unanimoLslY
enthusiastic reactions from a w de
variety of drivers.

Certainly, the P76 is dimensionally
identical to its comPetitors, both
inside and out, and it follows their
exact design para meters in terms of
performance, braking, equipment and
ge nera I design la yout.

There are minor divergences such as

the big boot, the excellent stow-away
wipers and the lighter, mo re
economica I body.
Apart from that, it's another

"variation on a PoPular theme." ln
that respect alone, LeYland should
consider they have hit the mark
sq u are ly.

From the consumer Point of view,
the choice is now fourfold and the
variation available just slightly, almost
imperceptibly, enlarged. O
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TECH TALK
FLICKERINO LIGHTS

Honds up those P76 ownens who have tried
to fix their hea1light switch in an attempt to
stop their headlights flickering.

The immediate cure is to replace the
offending unit with a new switch, however new
switches are not always available arrd repairing
the old switch is not a major problem.

The main problem is wear in the contact
plate and plug plate contact pins.

Hy first attempt at fixing this problem was
to nr,rtate the contact plate I 80', and found the
cure was short Iived. 0n further investigatiorr
I found that the contact plate sits at a slight
angle to the slide block and rotating the contmt
plate 180" only increased the problern.

Lmking at the contact plate, the slotted holes
which clip wer the slide block are slightly

S,wt,E-{--gAs E

5_uOe-_B,Locf

offset I therr decided to file the slots a fnaction
rnore s0 that they ar'e even in lerrqtlr, put the
switch back together and try it. Success at lastl

Step l: Rernove plug plote.
Step 2: Fi'le contact plate at points indicated

on drawing.
Step 3: Rotate contact plate lB0'.
Step 4: Solder (to raise) worn plug piate

pins. N8: This is not necessarily required at
this stqe but can be done also in addition it
required.

lf yor.r follow this procedure, this allows the
spring to push the contrct plate closer to the
plug plate contmt pins.

O- Cutting.

\ Pt-uq PLrrrr.

Corrracr plare

A

gPRtNq

WJUJ
l'

A

Post Script Note:
As an adjunct to Oeoff's piece above, he has asksi that I include the following.
When removing the light switch, prwiding centain conditions exist, it is not necessary to

remove the instrument surround assembly which holds the switch, only the instrument panel.
The switch is held to the surround by four plmtic pins, srmilar to those which are used for

*nuring the rear parcel shelf alver. There are two pins at the top and two at the bottom of the
switch. lf the two top pins are inserted with the points directed inwards towards the switch
assembly and the two lower pins have their points directerl rrutwards - Ewq/ from the switch
assembly - then you should be able to prise the top pins out working through the instrument panel
hole and the lower plns by worklng from beneath the dash. Thls method enables relatlvely swlft
I ernoval o{ the switch assembly when compared to the alternat'ive of complete surnound removal.

lf the pins are not in these positions to begin with it mqy be necessar^y to remove, or partly
rernOve, the surround irritially, making sure to refit the pins in the wa/ so m to make mess
easler in the future. Ed.
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TECH TALK
Starter Hotors ond

Ring Oears/Dr ive P lates

There appears to be confusion on ring gear
and starter rnotor cCImpatihility for P76 YB and

six cylinder vehicles,
Basicaly there are two di{ferent ring

gear/drive plate diameters and two different
types of starter motors. For acceptable service
thqf should be used in the correct
combinations.

Technical service bulletin C9-7 4, outlines
the pnoblem and starting points of the changes.
This does not mean nruch to us now as over the
years ring gears, drive plates and starters have
been charrged from motor to motor and the
direct comtrinations have been separated.

To avrrid the cnnfrlsion the {rLllciwing wili
help"

The early ring gear/drive plate of I' I

| / 1fJ" diameter uses the starter with the

triangle etched on the soleniod end braket
( eccentric starter).

The late ring gear/drive plate of l' I l/8"
diameter uses the starter with the unmarked
solenoid end bracket (eoncentric starter).

The correct combinations ensure suitable
starter^ ring gear/drive plate service with
mceptable noise level. However, the unmatched
combinations will still operate.

fony Deluca

( Thanks to NSW CIub Newsletter Plarch'90)

ln the above prob'lem by Tony, the noise
nefered to is the incorrect meshing of the teeth
cln the starter motor pinion and the r-ing
gear,/drive plate, usually due to the teeth being
too deeply in rnesh.

Another method of rectifying the problern is
to slightly elongate the top hole of the storter
rnotor to enable it to come out of mesh a litile.

Ed.

PICKLES, PIES & PASTRIES
Crusty Chicken Casserole

r BBe crricken - ser'ves 6

5 rashers brcon
I onion
4559_cream of chicken soup
2 shallots
I / 4 cup grated cheese
I stick celery
I /4 cup weter
5Og butter or.maro.
Optional- 60g ,rri"***, 3009 sour cream

t Remove chicken meat from bones, chop meatroughly. place peeled and chopped onion,
fopped shallots, chopped cnlery and water insaucepan, bring to boil, neduce heat, simmen
covened for lE minutes.
flelt butter. in pen, add chopped bacon and slicedmushrooms, cook for J minutes.
Combine soup, sour cream end chicken in bowl,sdd veEetebles and becon mixture. pour
mixtur-e into greesed Z litre ia.rpj capaeityoven proof dish Spread batter mixture overtop.

P:l:,, uncovered, in modenate oven 40 minssprinkle with cheese, return t0 oven forfurther S m ins

Cheese batter:
- I cup $R flour.
- 2 eggs
- I /Z red pepper
- !/Z green pepper
- l cup grated chese
- I /Z cup milk

Chee"se hatter:-
Sift flour into bowl, 

-adi 
Oiced peppers, lighily

ii:j:L*, cheese nnd milk;'niil-untir just

IB
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FOR THE YOUNGER P7 6 GENERATION
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