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conn I ITEE
PBES IOETII -

tl igc I Bnog
2{ El ljoh Stncat
llonphatt Uolc 5162

PH- 382 6512

UICE PHESIDEHT -
fflon Bokcn
5 Tindono ffvanua
Il lndson Gondans 5087

PH- 261 ll?s

SECHETffBV -
6enng Steront
Kings Lodge, I l? Klngc Rd.

Sql lsbung Dorns 5108

PH- 250 2261

THERSUBER -
Chnls Cutt ing
21 5I. Hclano Stnaet
Flogetoff Hill 5159

PH- 2?0 3?99

EOITOH -
0ou ld llo I locc
l2 Kestel Bood
One Tnec Hi I I 5l lt

PH- 280 ?276

PUELICITY -
0ionne Bnog
21 El ijoh Stnaet
llonphett Uole 5162

PH- 382 6512

NOH-OFFICE EEBRERS .
6eoff Cutting - 270 3?99
Gondon Steront - 250 2261
Uo I Bokan, Hot I ono I llact i ng

Co-ondinoton 261 I l?5
Steue llestrocot t, S. n. R.5. fl.

Club Delegote - 297 9B9l

?

CLUB INFORTVTATION PAGE
nEEr I ilGS

C lub llcot lngr onc hc ld on tha
lrt Tucadog of eoch ronth
exccpt Jonuong of the Goodrood

Scout Holl, Flonancc Stnaet,
Goodrood.

Tlrc: ?.30 P.r.

0BtEs-

I 990

flugurt REtl - The flnnuo I

Genensl ractlng is held in Sugust
in laiu of tha Gcnenol lleetlng
fon thot ronth on o dota to ba
dac i ded.

llonch
Rpni I

lloU
June
Ju lg

Saptarben
0ctoben
]louerben
0ecerben

6th
3nd
lst
5th
3nd

{th
2nd
6th
{th

lleetings mqy change if and when the commlttee
feels necessary 6 appeoning through this page.

Thls 1s the offlclal publlcatlon of the "Leyland
P76 Owners' Club of S.A- lnc-" and is not
for sale to the general public. Copies are
included in a years Ful l llernber'ship.

S.A. P76 CLUB NEIYS

The opinions expressed within this publication
are not necessari'ly those of the commlttee
except where indicated.
The committee mcepts no responsibility for
ony damage of any form whlch mEf trcur as the
result of using informotion appearing in this
publication.
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COIvIING EVENTS

AUGUST
Saturdav lutl-r
Olrsr:rvation Run ii
Annual (:leneral lleet i nq

0bser,rat,ion R.un- Start from 0oodwood Scout
Hall . I .30 p. rn.

t'1eal- Lamtr on splt. Please brrng a plate oi
Solod or Sweet to shar'e. $? OCr or $5 rll) per
iamillr. At approx. 5 .3t,t p.m.

A.G.t"i - Start after n-ieal cornpieted. Agprox.
730pm

BITS N PIECES

FOR SALE

I F'7f-, []r'rqrnal B lue wor k.shi.'B rnanual , (-icorj

r-:nndition $60 Ci(l

I F 76 Orir;inal B lue workshop manual , Fair
ur:ndition $40.OCi

1 P76 rear swa\'-ber $4t-) tJ0

Cr-rntact ,-tilden Reichardt, Ph. 589-6844
( Hornei. ,=,8q,-r-1700 (Work).

SEPTEMBER
Sundoy* -3th
Springtrme Cnurse

Heid rn r:oniunction wrth 'the ,street [lachine
Associatiorr of S.A. ( SflAS,A)

See helow

SUBS DUE...

As ts usual polio/, those whose rneml-rershrp
fees are not paid Lry the Annual Generai l"leeting
will be nernoved from tlre mem[rership list end
therefore will not recieve the next Club News

For continuation you can pay your suhs ior^

the comirrg I 9'J0i"J I club year to the
Treasuner to en:iure nrenrbership

5

5th ANNUAL
SPRINGTIMB CRUISE

STREET MACHINE
ASSOC/A
OF SOUT,

TION
HAUSTRALIAINC ,'":};&T3"Oi""
gth SEPTEMBER, r ggo
Cruise, flOIth

nr/,0,
through the Barossa Valley to

the Ta Oval, where we have exclusive rights
to the oval for the day.

All members, individual and club welcome
Lots of parking available.

Leaving LLOYDS CAR PARK
Gepps Cross

approx. 10.30 a.m.

B.Y.O. Food and Drink
Novelty Events and Prizes

Family day (leave your bad habits at home!)
Leave at your own leisure!

S ..1, P76 CLUB NE1YS



i-rrtrr ti I it-ri.rii,.1 - lr',J,"jtriv, l ',i',ii;

Htlr-i b:r-irlliir"4 i:ir.i-rut ira i I

l'1t-il ll'{'-i {}f,Ifj[ [r 'r 
i.,ij F, i"1

F'Fii:tNT - i : | .r:, iitr' .3'11.*t rd.itir-:e Fr:rr-il r

AF'[,Ltxji[,i:,- ,,:, i a; per Attendance Srur-rl.l I

i'1ll1l-JTii-, Lrf i-rtevllrrii meetinr.l 'rrerE r'f;Ed Llnd

a::epted.

EiUli f,iIi',i:j Attl5l l'iij- r]:,vi.1r Bar',,- iEn !o,lh r:rt're

tr-i t nr-lu'-.,t 1' ti:i :pir- i i"r,;5,* l ri-,,* i l l t;i;ili.e I l ni tii'; t.-f
fiit' $5t-t riLrprl,r wliiL:n wiil qtve r7r:r: !(-)l:,:[
Liettr:r :-'tal-riiity i|irni'-;ir-fo irr l,iLi* rTarga {-,ap:;-

l.ir-:rt trrr-r,-:,:r:1li!'l ,-ri ti-ri:i pllll'tl lri tinre rlia,,l'im,Jt5-
Y:.'{rfi r*t:it,'rs3 irlrr-rfit ,.":ll iind ietler lr,,,l-tr 0itj *
r-lr r}r r nr-l 1 I , :,t t i! tr-- r-r:.r;!evr: rJhfr-'lr-l* vV itl-r

r_:rr ii-iinai ,_:i r,r',j*i': f-re :,t jll i:, i5 ,_ii-d*r-:, ,,,iir,rt

rp,(;l-1-rii[r:;el'',,utir,n run i -10 p.n-r., l'1ea] 5i.5i-t
p-m , l'leet irir:, f i(-l i-r.ll'i rltt:vre: - The
;:,r*-;rel,-irv wrr:t* retlu*;tt;ir] the r:t'der- be trlt t.l
:i anl'i, itr: i'efriv trr date r l !.1::12 Ta=,trraliia-A
,.-;itemirrfli t,iii lie nlill illq ilre ruli tr: Ta:=; [i'7' tlre
tnr-1 rrl iils !/ecr Pr ice tyill rrLihabli, 5* r,ro,.,,
the '--eaie Liill r*il'y t.ii: p,:-; J-rl lir:itil'; ri::tearj r-ii

fiv'ernlilht TL,.i $ut'r*ru ha:; iii:-,t rrpeufrl hrrri. rng:,
irrl' I .:j1:.!'l , rji'i\,e y',.-ir.tp,=O,f. itifJl':.,-.tJtr:, iih0ut ifie
iame pr IL:t a:, L-ir-oilp brr:oi: inq:,

ifilA,'-:,iiFiIir'.:i FrIFiOFrI- f;;g5.0ii ria Brid of
'_Jl-,il1i

Ltii[tf j:F t-,t.i[][i'ji-:[ - ll.,i* r[jlhEt- ,.,iulr:;
It*w:,lr-:ti,:r":, riitliel'- i/.j ,:; ii Lir_qiiiLirr ,'E
ne'lr'iir.-,iter -|,nl;, lr*triL'r*r" :;hip atir_1 f"-r:tgr
r#nrt-;ll
LrLrT- L,'i.arrL-,erl'ii anr_J [.iritr itt:; clLrl, rE
j 1ii.;'; 1- g1', i i lil-,'iry' r-; I i,i[i i- e f rtt:;t& I i1:g]r f,:n

(-Ot'llI{G [Vtl.lI5,- E:-; l,er r,ews]ettpr
.,iirlv ISth - Fturi tn Wnr:clhous;e.
f,11rguit l Sth * q G ll - 0h:-;err,.1trr:n ruli
Septemher- !ith - Spr inqtime Lir.ui:e

l.J.A,T iUI.JAL flEtT - Allan ,;,errt ]etter to j;ydriey',

fir] rs;1ly Air--r-i :-,errt letter tl:' i"lurray Er trJge [.ar
L;lub re u:,e 0i thelr lgrr-runrjs tor [,lntr-rrl;hani-r, rui
repi"' firr-dhr-'rLt:-.e ni*ctirrg ,:n the i Zth w;:: v..sr /

4 S A P76 CLLI T{EWS
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irir-r:.ry-;,-:,il11 ,',i-,i.,.i t..,sfi l'aeL1 1-\Li, l-rtl-iirit'r l;.dll L-aill[)

ti'rrr-r [rLJt ItLi Cat-ijvr]l]ri. 8',r':lrii tllin0 d1';,1-.rj1i'J-i i,,

lu Lre r-r-,nfil'i|rtJ Li'7 letler 8e,-1 lil-irltl r-;'-1ll be

fitt'ft-1 t'rir $J !,[r f'*r da'l . Or r-]irrl Lrt'1J-l-1 r-rwti

i it'ret'r i,t' i lrep i rrq b.t-t1., , but m u:t rriLt S luep

t;et,ne':ii '.,r.;grgrlie,d Ltlanlr.et5 r,therw jse we \Y1ll [ie

c:har'';ttl firr rJr-'./-,;leattitl!l E;ooll ing ttt iront
l+.iii-r e m. r-irr Frirlry #e rjon't have tcr be 

'--.rLtt

untii -r,.01-) i.r tr llondai/ We vrill nted arrctl-rtr-

rrtftint'j ifter tl-ie letter ft-oni f{s-rrjht--ru:e

ari'i\fpj ::r:t 3:r to qet lirral rietiiil'- worked ottt. Va!

li,::-, tronrferred 'i,lSt.i lrtnr the spelrial a/r- t.cl

tne !'irlie,l-El a/ t:. [.t,llr:;Oul':;' sr-lb-ctrmm ittee

;t hi:lt* , t:iiv id , Fi ir--;lr6rr-l r:tirJ Atidr evi L ee

GEI'jt F;.Ar_ B,i-jiIf.JE5i,::,- rAlan a:-;l:e,:l if anirtrtie ha:-'

'rrui jri a'/i lt'rdscreen u5lnq a thermai lr.it 6oeff

ha:; irlrr-1 gave instt-ricti0rt5. rF.ym w0t,tlri like trr

tl-rllnk =vErvon* ior tneir help at the Tei-:l-r. dav

to put rn nr:, Fower' :tr*ring. As;ka-1 aLiLiut ieiiki
irr tlre Liuot lt wa5 iugFsted l-re get E soit
frdn-rrlriil- arid tnp the rim tt: fit rChris has il
letter' frLtm frtc '-Jcrl'insr:n thankinq Alan tor
iriirrrnr.itir-iri rs Targo Str ipes 6ni1

rflngratulati0ns ,ln our neY/sletter. qP'lan

31i,i:ed rr:, th6t there are two typel: oi hailry
r:haliriel usal arr-rLttrd the winr:h-lws atrrl t[irai
rliifererrt C,rrur se6l:', rl.Jirlel metrtioriecl that
the:-e i:-i B worl:.:-ihofr miiltr-tol it n :,ecrrfir1 hanll
.,hop at r-:hrr':;tjs:; for" St,tt if anyone r5

inters:tej rAtil'l rir-inrinntion irrrnis are
availabie witl-r tl-re neyisletterr:; for c:lrnniitttn
t -f;itir.rti::, *'-',t-ll-''it;t'ipt!un': il * nrJvi di:g
rFir:lr,:t'rj:;till l-rii:-, iil'e r-ril frlter::, left, $B ear-;l-r

r,i:,teve :;urylested that we stiirt orqant:,ing an

event for Lr:tr-iLrer l.liqel is goirig tcr lr,ok at ii Siot
{.;ar night rJohrr Beattie osked about :,teerinq
:,*al krt:;, if thrT nr'e:till nvailnhle lt wr:-";

srlllgested that l-re r itrq [.tavid
rFor :-;irle- l$ri [,turiintee, I 4 Honihur-r1 Dr ive,
f"lurrd'./ firiLtle, ph. 0.H5,-1,I.1145 Y'8 { -rpeed
l:iu;ier, Fitild fl:-i Br;r;1-i, hit rrf rtrst, 509 frTrps
Po5srble prrc€ $t',00-$$00
ofhe enllirie :-itand tr-r Lre auctioried at the A6f'1 r:
on dt:-;play
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S.A P76 CLUB I'IEYS

A ugust. That rnearrs there rs chanrre on

the way. l1y dictionary tells nre chanqe means
"to make or become rliffererrt; alten". And that
is the idea of our club elections at each years
Annual General l"leeting. To enable a ehange of
the conrmtttee. to alter it. to make it differ^ent.
Why? So the comnrittee can in turn make

changes Changes to the clu[r by enabrling it tc
rnove to where it needs to be. And this enabling
cr-r6ssa about not so much with a pre-determined
stratecl-v, but [ry tFre inherent nature of change.

Change brings change. When something is
altered it is no ionger possible to veiw it in the

same wa/, it is d'i{fenent, it works diffenently.
You mqy compare it to things previous, but that
is because change ts relative. Unless there is
sornething to change from there ean be nothing
to change to. So by going through change,

sornething new is automatically ereated when it
is cornpared to what was. And when something

is new it is fresh.

So, what's the point? This is the point. To

enable, allow, the club to change acoording to

what it dictates, the corn mittee nrust be new .

fresh. to see the needs as ths/ arise. lf the

committee doesn't alter, it won't enable the

club to alter because it won't be able to see a

new perspective from its vantage point. A new

committee means a new vantage point and a new

Ererspective.

While the above points to the commlttee in
general, I will now point to myself in
particulor.

As was indicated in my June Editorial, I would

like to see someone new in the Editor's seat.

Don't all look over your shoulder, you could be

the one. Don't think you need any nemarkable

ability to fathom the english language, or a

great knowledge of the P 76. ln fact, if you want

ED ITORIAL

to l-now rnore about the car. and club then ttris is
the place to get it! You dorr't need anrT qreat

fandang'led equipment, I only use it because I

can't do anything else.

So, what do you need? Well f ir^stly you need to

like the P76 or the people who surr'ound it.
Give me enthusiasnr over ability anydqy. You

need to he able to read, wr^ite and push buttons.

And I can't even do all those three things
always. And you need a bit of time, no not
heaps. bits hens ancl there will do.

What will you get out 0f it? At the rist of

sounding like a resounding gcrng. what you put

into it. However whatever you put into it. as I

sa'id above. you will quicklv get a wide

knowl@e of the car and club. And this brings a

lot of satisfaction. You wiil also get all the help
you want from me, and probably sorne you don't

want. You can decide how you would like the

finished product to look, try your own ideas,

and add your own flalr - or not if you prefer.

So there you are. 0pportunity knocks. don't

delay * open the door.

Regards

Ed

OUT'N' ABOUT
Run to tYoodhouse
Sunday, JULY 1Sth

This day saw about 6 P76s and a couple of

others in lesser makes converge on the

Woodhouse complex fon a rummage around the

site of the Easter l"leet nextyear.
There weren't too many stantens at out take-off
point, Fr^ewville Shopping Centre, and this
delqyed the planned get aws/ time, wentually
the few of us heading off regardless.

We were joined by a couple others along the

Contlnued -
5



OLlT 'N' ABOUT
rri,y Elrl lrrittirl ,! r I I a 1r-rrlpr )e liia,l'E at llrr
,-1e:t I nat rorr
Att.er peer ing thr',-;uqh wuiiltrw:i w8 n'ra1rrilrlur.l t,.,

l-rr oCL,ir B a l.e"' ',rrrd l'16i,E a lourk a1 llru
acmmmod:tron All :eemed to be happy and we
t,-r:l. a sf.ruli rjowrr tlie tra,k tr-r lr,r-rl,r al. arrothar oi
Itre bi"rildirrg:, and qener,illy a-rlr-ry ilre
:;urroundinqs whrle partai.:ing ui tlre usrral
conversatiofi at sucfr qatherinql

Ihe p6rt.r, then rni:lveil rrut and on to ilie
Reichardt':-; at Lirtrel.fial A ieyr fnlltrwed ,l j lrlen ,

iithnrs went ::;r-rr-rrE rJjlier'errt wa;,', althoLrql-r I

rloui:i i1. wa: ,r trlarrnefi r r-"rrtie. m0re ltke a
,r...,^+,1r., +.,,,r r -U,:n?,-;1 . vil-r rl., :trll r_rl.flFlr.:,lt) / Jt.t-.1

nr-rvEr ,31 t- l!'8rl ;t LoLreliral i'i'E nr Er:lLlmed tltev
L---J--J L.--- -|trd,_ttsr-i ilr_I ltt

Lt Lcbetirui .iiirjerr Irarl tlie bar [rei--]ue ret up ariLi

rlE: i-reaterS irr tver'; cl'rrner vr:ru lr:crl-,Ed trr vtar,l
irii ll-re cold atr a:; the afterrii-,crrr tlre'"'; tr-' J r.lrr:e
I lll'., :li:l l{ Iits rii',lrHl '_,ELj l.lj 'lVl lt: l UYtll l.ll[{ V ll,_11-, ,l-l' _- _ r-_l _ - -r-' __

!f,r-t wltilt.r rmall bilr'ii-, 'n,*re left lL, ,rlierr'r t,i i.i.,

,,1*r,rra ir--JFiLrLi:-i qu,lnt lt ie:j i:l ir:otl i-iarqarei ,-rr-,rj

irtend ha,l prrptrgr-l -=,r-r!.Jp arrd 5r:rme ab:r:lutt'j',,
0eitontiul :vreet: :,Lrr:li Ji app i* mi.. e and
cfiee:ieca[e etc etr: .Ar-rd t.he ilettir rv;:, l.rpi
eXtren-rei.v.bUiy,:rr tlre.:tfrVe y'/l-ttr r f.ir triQI r}_rt

'Jari.. the 1,.id:: hari:J--rrne fun with:pari,.1*r:
which '-lrir-len ha,i k tniii,'31-rr,6*,

I'fter tatinq wE rrirrll.rer-l i,i[i ,:t-rd he,:ded hr:nit ii-rl i),'

ial.iiiiEd ilv ll-rani::. tr,'-jrlrieir arrd iiargar-rt fc,r

t he i r elfrr t:-, .iti,J L-:r-rt-rt [iott).1

David.

"llay, they really
drove that one into

the ground....'

iA Clulrler Rtryril neu'
PI. Victona.
Ljseil scr visitt'rs crur
irrrri tx' ltrlxl-()\\,ririr' r
prclfx-rry,. i

Frorit and rear' rridiLrator:.; and headliqhi'.; ,{li :r-r

t,:ct. $ I 20 lnt ur $ i0 i,1EL;e

Steerrnr; rECk ( manual) with rrew tie rDl ends;
Leit arrtJ rigl-rt l-raritl friirit susperi:iori lower
uufrtrol firm5, g,rilrl rrtnll., new Llcrll: $ l?l.i thi:
lot

\''if- i 
' 
l''l '' l' 

-: { ' i'tl' 1 :'

4 Vio, [)rl f iltrr:,, l,!jt,, r-rew $8 eatf'r

MORE BITS
t oR .SALt

6

TI.IIS MOHTH

,.,ii ,Ji Ii,:: iE'i i,-ri-fi .iLltr-r:,.jfE ir r,Jr=lii-'iil8 iEr:,ili-til ilip
F 7r, Then!:.: gr; t.o Belff Ct-ti.tinq f,.-rr -.rlhm ittlnq
!L:- _--ll,:--rlti:, dl r-tr_: tE.

A r8[rort crn ]ast n-ronth': r'un lcr Wr-odhr-rr-t:;e

MC En:ter iileet i"ecolectir--inr, Anr-,1 t'lrLltl :
r.--,-- l.t-- lti-11- --rIlilil l'l,Jil vv.1 ll,1 ;e

5 i\ P?i' t.ll.llB i\jtWS

vi-. i:,;,-i1 i;jl iir[rlrJl' . rl;'6 frl-1 ;,i1riy i.:'r

.t
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WE vcnturc to say that Lcyland,s
long-awaited, much.vaunted p76 has
had more media milcage than an,,,
other q]r in the history of thc
Australian ntotor industry.

Thc Australian tempcramcnt
bcing what ir is, there,s a widely fcl t
sympathy for thc underdog and
Australians see the pl6 ai thc
undcrdog - Leyland,s big chancc to
rcversc rcccnt trends and to,,stick
one. up against the Big Three,s
duck-housc ".

Actually, Lcyland,s fortunes ._ on
the wane in thc late sixties lrave
stabilised in rhc early scvcntics with
the advcnt of thc Marina and the
inclusion of the company,s luxury
models Rover 

'and 
Jaguarprincipally in the 

"o*pr-ny,,ovcrall marketing structure.
The P76 givcs the company a

much more complctc armoury with
which to do battle against
Amcrican-owncd GfulH, Forci, and
Chrysl er.

I'hcre's a good deal of dividcd
opinion on thc sub ject of P76's
timeliness - or otherwise. While it
will almost ccrtainly achievc a good
deal towards improving the British
company's Australian fortunes, it
still leavcs them without a car of thc
Cortina Six/Torana Six type - the
catcgory that will shortly takc over
market dominance in Australia.

Thc P76 follows the popular trcnd
of being available in a wide variety of
configurations, none of which is
directly comparablc to cars in the
Holden, Ford or Chrysler range. The
road test vehicle was fairly heavily
optioned, featuring V8 engine/t-bar
automatic drive train, individual

front seats, push-button radio, wide
rims and radial-ply tyres. The all-up
biil for thc car, which bore rhc tag
"super dcluxc" was 94280 -- as
closcly as rvc could calculate.

That puts it squarely in Holden
Prcmier/Falcon Fairmont territory,
and against that sort of company it
needs to make no apology,

ln terms of mechanical layout, thc
P76 is perfectly conventional - with
front engine driving the rear whcels.
Braking is by front disc/rear drum
combination, and suspension is coil
springs all round with a livc rcar axle
located by a four-link system.

The motor is aluminium, bascd on
the original all-aluminium Rover V8,
which was in turn based on the
Oldsmobile aluminium V8. (lt's
basically thc engine with which Jack
Brabham cars won two Fl world

AUTOSAFE, No. l2 page 27
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clr a nr p io ns lr ips.
ln the P76 it is a livelY and willing

pcrfornrcr producing 192bhP at
4250rpm ancl 285 lb.ft. of torque at

2500rpm.

OBJECTlVE ASSESSMENT
PERFORMANCE: Like we said,

thc P76 V8 is a livelY and willing
pcrformcr. Wlth PerfectlY square
clinrr'nsions of 88.9 by 88.9, the P76

h.rs a capacity of 4416cc, or 269.3 cu

irr, ,rn c! runs on a compression raticr
rrf 9 to I which is a modest figure
for rn all aluminium engine. The
clrburcttor trsed is a double throat
Stromberg downdraught, with
rLrtonratic chokc.

TRANSMISSION: Thc road test
vclrrcle was fittcd rvith optional three
spcccl Borg Warner arrtomatic, with
thc' ldditional option of centre
consolc -t-bar slrifter, all of which
.rdde'd sorncwhat to the price. But
such is thc facility of such an

.rrrang,cmcnt that it is moneY well
spcnt. Thc transmission is Borg
\V.rrncr's ubiquitous 35, which is

ruscd on innunrerable motor cars -.-

rvith varying success. ln all fairness to
Leyland engineers, we must concede
that lhc 35's mating to the P76 V8 is

.r p.rrticularly happy one, with the
solc cxception tllat the test car
r'.rhibited a pronounced tendency to
h;rng on irr second gear rather than
changc into top- Obviously, some
kind of intcrnal adiustment was
ncccl..d to rectify this minor
1;roirlcrn. R.rtios of the BW35 are
Lrr.rivr'rsal 2.39, 1.45, and I.00, and
rvith P76's f rnal drive ratio ol 2.92 to
I , the thcorctical m:rximum speeds in
r.rch of lhc r.rng,es;rrc 55,85, and
l(i5rttph.

UODY: I lre P76 .ll tlril c.rriy st.rgc
,,1 ii' c,rrccr is av;ril;rblc- only as a

l()ur-do()r scdart. But [-c1,1:rnd are
.rlr L.rrlv irrdic.rting tlr.rt sl.rtion wlgolr
.rnci coupc vc'rsions rvill bc of'fcrcd in
ilrc nol to() clislant future. lt has.thc
c,rp.reity to takc six adults morc
!i,orl'()r t.rbly th;rrr cithcr llolden or
I.ilct-rn, l-lr.ruls to _lqmtwlrat more
l,rvtirrr:rblc intcrnll diri-rinsi6ns, .rrrd
ilr(rrr qcnct()rrsly constrUctcd bcnch
.l'.ll\. l-lrc tL'Sl car ltowcvcr, w;ls
litteri rvith ll'ont buckct sc.lts, which
.rLrtorn.rticllly nradc it a fivc-seatcr.
llrc cloors opcn widc, and thc sills
()vur rvhiclr pilsscngors stcp trc
r.trodest in hcight lnrl rviclth. ilrc
tlLr,rr: l0nd to swinB sltul rvhc'n thc
u,rr ir pr.tt'kttl r)n stccpi5h inclincs,.rrrd
lltL' l)()()l licl rrlribits titc !.tntc
! l:ri.tli,rtt r)tllY tlt()t-('sir. ll srvuf)!

.'. i,ir .r ., i, i, 'rr, iirrrrl :i I ll, li..!..1

provocation, and in its present form
is decidedly dangerous. Obvious the
strength of the self-support needs to
be increased. The usual bodY
openinS,s - bonnet, boot, and doors

- are generous the overall result
being that generall accessibility is

good. There is no waY a driver could
get the idea the P76 is anything but a

big car. Although it shares a 11 I in..

wheelbase in common with Holden
and Falcon, it gives the imPression
from behind the wheel of being
bigger than both. APart from that,
visibility is good. There are large glass

areas, and forward vision is greatly
aided by a deep windscreen and
wipers which tuck away out of sight
under the trailing edge of the
front-hing,ed bonnet.

RESTRAINT SYSTEM: This' is

generally not uP to the standard

BOOT is enormously capacious, rnd
regularity of shape ensures that it
accommodales rectangular suitcases-

rve'vc comc to expoct t-rorn Lei,llnd.
l-he front seat bclt gcometry is

spoiled by thc inboard bucklc stalk,
whiclr conres Llp too high and thus
raiscd the lap bclt above tlre pelvis.
Lcyland are by no means alonc in
their rvillingness to make use of seat
belts kits designcd to fit a wide range
of cars and the result is that although
they "fit" the car, their cf'fcctivcness
as a mearls o['restraint is rcduccd,
bccause of inferior geometry.
Bccause thc P76 bucklc lifts thc sash
highcr orr the clrcst, it tor:ches thr:
ncck of many clrivers. Secondar;,
cffcct of thc badly located buckle is

that the llp strap is liltr:d fronr the
"coru (rcl" lrp arca of tlrc rvearcr lo
the soItcr abdomin.rl :cction rvhcrrJ
exccssivc loadirrg ol thc ston't;tclr
sccrrt: likclv irr thc cve ltt ol .t cr.t:1.t.
I il(' q('( )rr\al l t' itlltrt, rr L'r rVllr'n ! ilI

seat is moved progressively forward,
but for drivers of average build it is

far from satisfactory. The method of
ad justment typical of many
Australian cars is also
unsatisfactory. ln both front and
rear, because the buckle straps arc of
a fixed length, the only adjustment
available to the wearer is on the
common outboard lap/sash strap. ln
the front seats, this is on the floor
section and is reasonably accessible,
although when the seat is moved
rcarward and is occupied by a

thinnish body, there is a huge excess
of webbing leit flapping about in the
front compartment. ln the rear, the
adlustment is transferred to the
shoulder position, wher c it is vr'ry
inaccessible and most unsatisfactory.
Abrasion of the very soft fabric rvas

already apparent after 2700 miles,
due to the need to pull webbing
through the tongue every time it is

"parked" or "unparked". Head
restraints are adjustable anC have one
big advantage over other adjustable
types we've scen in that they provide
a degree of protection cven when in
the fully-down position - thanks to
the above average height of the seat
backrest.

INTERIOR: The interior of the
P76 is spacious, and provides .-rdults
with ample room to stretch out.
Only when the individual front seats
are fully-back will rcar sear
passengers feel any restriction, and
that is across the insteps of the feet.
Otherwise, head, leg, and elborv
room are quite adequate. The car in
opti<-rned road test guise looks
comfortablc and inviting, and rhis
impression is bornc out by practicll
expericnce. lnstrumentation is qLrite
co,'npletc in lhc tcst car;rlihii.Lrgii
cheapcr vcrsions havc only the b;rre
csscntials. lncludcd in thc rvood
pannellcd dash .tre spcedo calibratcd
in both ntph and kph (and
colour-calibrated as wcll so that the
driver can tell by a glance at rhe.
coloured scgmcnt on which t he
necdlc rests, approximately horv i;rst
he is going,), a clock of equal sizc,
ancl supplcmcnt.iry gaugcs for lLrcl,
temperature, lnd b.tttery.

SUBJECTIVE ASSESSMENT
STYLING: the PTtr srarred lite

with good crcdcntials thc task of'
designing it bcirrg cntruste d [o n()t)c
othcr th.rn iVlichekrtti, he;rcl ol .r

rvcil-known ltalian tlcsigrr \tu(lio
rviriclt lt,rs :rirr,rtlv t),()(irccLl \ur.nc
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, ,,...i'll :,^,rl (ir'\illlr i, ili(r iri i,i\i
iitrjrrstr 1,, pr.inci1t.il enrorrg tlrcrn tlcirrg
iirt 1 r iumpir 2000. Michelotri's
original dcsign was subscqucntly
modiflcd in Ar,rsrralia - principally,
ivc believc, to provide a bigger boot
- rvith thc rcsult that the ovcrall

appearance is not as happy as wc
would have expected from a studio
of such high standing. Wc've not
heard what Michelotti himself said
about the final result, but we'd be
very surprised if he was happy with
it. Bc that as it may, the P76 is a
fair-to-ntiddiing iooker from sonrc
angles - and from the front in
particular bears a resemblance to the
Triumph 2.5, an updated version of
Michelotti's original Triumph 2000
design. lronically, it is the rear, or
"Australian end" of the car which is
least attractive. But the car does have
a big boot.

PAINT AND TRIM: lt's perhaps
unfair.to judge a whole new range of
motor cars from the odd sample,
particularly when that sample is one
of the first off the assembly line. lt's
an accepted fact of automotive
industry life that quality improves as
assembly line workers grow more
familiar with their routine - so that
later P76's should show a marked
improvement in paint and trim
quality. Not that the test car was
particularly bad. But it was not as
good as Leyland's regular quality,
and - we hope - can only improve.
The phony wood veneer on the dash
for instance showed signs of
bubbling, the paint although
generally good showed a few flaws
and the doors did not fit too snugly.
Apart from the peeling veneer,
interior finish was good. The carpet

- an optional extra on this car -
fitteC neat!,v and addeC to the cabin's
snugness. The trim material was
black in colour, lacked perforations
or pronounced texture, and was as a
result fairly non-breathing and
sticky. Dash moulding is a complex
one piece affair, complete with
phony saddle stitching, and a number
of ridges and convolutions along its
leading edge. The overall effect is
rather fussy.

BONNET AND BOOT: P76
designers have obviously gone to
great lengths to ensure that
accessibility was one of the strong
points of their brainchild. The
bonnet is forward hinged, which
means that access is not inhibited by
an overhanging body panel. Such is
the size of the engine bay, and the
overall compactness of the V8 that

.,,,,,,r,tt,,,,,.,,,.,,,it,' 1,,,tt l, ;i
Ltlr'()ll0iut .ltd ,!,tpirrtcsc-1.r,,,rtiltri
cr)lunrn control. Hcatcr dcnrlsLcr
controls on the P76 should be a

lcsson to othcr manufacturers. The),
arc easy to operate, logical in
function, and because of this, easy to
memorise. The heater is also very
efficient, and dispels chill from the
cabin with commendable efficicncy.
Horn control is the
boomerang-shaped steering wheel
boss/spokes, rcquiring sensibly firm
prcssure. The broad spokes a

safety measure to be sure - interfere
fairly comprehensively with
instrument visibility in all positions
except straight ahead. The window
winders in the test car were Iight, and
direct, an ideal combination, but
we've driven other examples which
while equally direct, were far from
light to operate. The T-bar automatic
control lacked the facility provided

TAII,LIGHT
arrangement
boxy relr

fl*l

IOI,V rspect view of P76 is one of most fhttcrirrg. Prom othcr rrAlcr thc crr'r rtyliry
is les happy. Early response has been favourable
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J

r, l.,li\, .:: .i, .rr,,:i,l.r,
::r. l,:,jirr,..] tlr,' :,.,r1. trlrrtr | \,':
gLrod..r\cr:cssiblr: splrk plugs iri I \/E
:rrc leally sontcthingl -l hc brtnni.rt
relcase procedurc rvc found to bc
somcthing of a borc. Thc relcasc
levcr is located undcr thc dash on thc
driver's side. But we found it
impossible to lift the bonnct without
fiddling with an under-bonnet catch
located on the ncar-side of the car.
Obviously it was something amiss
with the tcst car, but whatever, it
was a nuisance. As we've already
pointe,l out, tire booi rcccived somc
local attention to incrcasc its
uscfulness. ln that aspect at lcast
Leyland have succeeded, because the
boot is really huge - and every cubic
inch of it usable, with the spare
wheel stowed to one side. Our onc
adverse comment about the boot
relates to that lid, which comes
whistling down like a guillotine at
the least provocation. That will
HAVE to be fixed before LeYland
find themselves with a headless
customer! The boot is lined with a

robust rubber mat that should
provide a modicum of protection for
luggage. Both boot and engine baY
have powerful lights to Provide
adequate n ight-time il I umination.

INTERIOR: ln a word,
comfortable. ln a couple of words,
ergonomically good. The general
layout of controls is above average,
and provides a high degree of
" livability". Switch controls are
rockers which are neatly integrated
into the lower edge of the dash. They
are clearly labelled and function
precisely, their one drawback being a

certain difficulty of location. We
were unhappy to see that Leyland
has forsaken the steering-column -the staik-operate{i high
beam/headlight control in favour of a

button on the floor. Just because
Holden, Falcon and Valiant use them.

tr. j
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-- Continuetl f rorri page 31

lry lrortl and Civlll for inst;rncc, irr
that rlanual rlaniltulations o{ tltc
lcvcr r r:qu ircd ridcw.tys as rvcl I ;rr
back-and-l'orth nrovcntcnts. I hc
transntission howevcr wrs
cxccptionelly smoclth unclcr norm;rl
conditions, and inclincd to jcrk only
whcn inducsd to ch.tngc down rviLlt
thc throltlc foot. Scrling is
contfortable in tcrms of sptlCrl
providcd, but nol so marvcllous
whcn iudgcd hy thc degrec o{
support -- both lumbar and latcral -

providcd. t hcir vcry sizc mitig:ttes
against thcm with pcople of slight
stature who tcnd to slidc about morc
than biggcr pcople mighr. Other
minor minuscs prcscnt in the P76
cabin arc a radio on-off switch that
invariably disturbs volumc cvery time
it is used, a brake pedal which is a
trifle too higtr in relation to thc
accelcrator, a reflcction in the
windscreen from the temperature
gauge, awkward to adjust internal
rear view m irror, (which has a

r:l-l
Lr',,'til ,tttti ,ii, lrrri.,1"'li"l lr '.r:,j

',r,.r t pi t1l L()ttit ( ji.
Itl[)t- AND llANl)t-lN(i lir,'

l)7{r is t.tthrrr I it ttllv sttsllt'trilt'tl, ilril
liris tl<lcrtt'l [tccotrtc cvitictll til]1il tilc
car is takcn ofl lltc [)c.tlcrl 1r.1.[, ll is

ctlnrnlcrtdabl;' lrcc rrl [ltlcl;' roll r:r'ctt

{ln winding ro.id:,,,ilrci tltir tllost
lussuredly colltl ibtrlcs to its .i[)ility t()

ntakc gt.roci tintc ()vcr diflicult
It'rtaitt. nllll,rtlgll il\ \rl\l)r'n\iort is tt"
rnorc sophislic;ttcd thirrl cithcr
[]alcon or llrtldcn, wc vcnt(irt' 1o s;t]'

that thc P76 posscsst:s nr;rtgirlrll;'
bcttcr road-hold ing ;rnci h.rnd Iing
charactcristics, and orr goocl

surfaces -' ridc. On brokcn surlaccs,
the firmncss of thc stlspcnsiot-t rnakcs

itself fclt, and thc tcst car dcvclopcd
a number of persistent scuttlc r.lLtlcs
wlrtn drivcn lny dirl.-rn.(' r)\('l
unmadc surfaccs. Wc'vc drivcn P76s

on both radial and cross PIY [)/rcs,
and they behave wcll on both. I'tlc
radial tyrcs suit the car well and Sivc
it hcightcncd adhcsion, bul cvcn irr

wet weathcr, the crossPlY shod P76
sticks wcll.

STEERING: All thc LeYlands
we've so far driven have been

.iii, ;r I i

rr:riiri'Lr irr:iit t:r lL ,, ll ll!1 lrl
i,rtk lo l,.rtf.) ;l1li'ttiL. i,',,1ir'.'ltrillr,
rlirtr.lion.tl L\)rt1rc1. li i: irrr:"ririi
r)ncLr lllL: drivcr cst.rlrli'lrr'r irr lri: irrvn
nrilttj thc ('\trcnl()l it': ol tltt: l'7(r, tr r

I'l.rtc tltt' (.tt \\illt (r,'.rl I)t((i\i,rrl
1lrc stccring crlribits nortt: ol- llrc
\.t8,tl('ll('\\ \vc'vr' r r rlllr' lr I .t\\,i( i,,lr'
rvith rccircul:rting h:rll ,rnd strclr-likc
\ystL'rrts t-tscd on (illtet popLtl.tt' I.rnri1.,,
cur s. Thcrc's .r dcgrcc r i1 It:t:dbttck ott
rough surl-accs,:rntl tltt tlccrirlg tcn(lS
to bc hcavv rvhcn t lrc l)7(i is bcirrg
p;rrkcd, but oncc tltc c.tr is on thc
|rrovc, stccring cf[ort is light.

URAKES: Set,.'rt ,tssistctl
disc/drunr conri)in,rtion orrcc
t('\lriclr'd lo t'xpcnrir t' it)t[)()rl\ r\
jr::1 .tbUrtl \l.illd.lrJ ('(luil)n)cr)l ,,n
cvorythirrg tlrcsc d;rys. l-lrc P76 is nri
cxccption, ;rnd providcs vory
edcquatc stol)pint as a rcsulL- \\/(l
tricd thc usual tcsts tlrrorving lhc
car into ncutral al 60 and then
starnping on thc pcd.ll iurd thc c:rr
cornpletcd thcrn withoul ,in\/
unLowiird bchaviour, thanks no
doubt to its inhcrent good balanct,
and thc prcscncc oi a br.rkc

(Continued overleaf )
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proportioning valve, which prevents
the rear wheels from locking up.

TRANSMISSION: Borg Warner
35s are used by thc industry
world-wide, but we've not sampled
one that performed its function
better than the P76 transmission.
With the exception of its reluctance
to change into top rvhile running
along on a constant throttle opening

after accelcrating away from
standstill - it was as smooth and
self-effacing as an autonratic'box
could be. We aren't too enamoured
about the manual over-ride
arrangement - the quadrant is a little
old-fashioned in operation - and the
change-down occasioned by the
throttle being opened suddenly was
inclined to be a little rough.

PARKING: The P76 is no
shopping special, having a

between-walls turning circle of 40 ft.
visibility is very good, thanks to the

generous glass areas, low sills, and
scrcen wipers that tuck down out of
siglrt behind the bonnet open ing.
Nevertheless, rearward vision leavcs
something to be desired, due to the
high boot line, the tall seats, and the
smallish rearview mirrors. Steering at
parking speeds is heavy, which leads
us to believe that a P76 bought for a

lot of city use would be better
equipped with the optional power
steering. This would be the case with
both si>l cylinder anC V8, there being
very little difference in weight
between the two.

MISCELLANEOUS: Our initial
acquaintance with the P76 was

spoiled somewhat by its ability to
consume fuel at an inordinate rate.
About 14mpg was the figure our
early fuel checks returned, and when
we spoke to Leyland Australia, theY
asked for the car back, so that theY
could make adjustrnents to the

power valve in the car:burettor. The
figure subsequcntly improved, but
not much, and we ended up
returning average fuel consumption
of about 17 mpg. lt is obvious that a
good deal of thought has gone into
the P76 - both in overall concept
and in detail considerations so that in
many respects it is superior to the
other medium-sized
the 6 rawback we
feel is in styling. lt is not a handsome
car by any stretch of the imagination

- but there again, "beauty is in the
eye of the beholder", and there are
uglier cars on the road achieving
commercial success without the aid
of good looks.

SPECIF!CATIONS
Engine: Water-cooled, eight

cylinder in V formation, pushrod
ohv, 4416cc, bore 88.9mm, stroke
88.9mm, compression ratio 9 to 1.
Maximum power 192bhp at
425Orpm, maximum torque 285 lb ft
at 2500 rpm.

Transmission: Three-speed torque
converter automatic (Borg-Warner
35), with T-bar floor shift. Ratios
2.39,1.45, and 

-|.00 to 1. Final drive
ratio 2.92 to 1.

Running gear: Front suspension
independent by MacPherson strut
with coil springs; rear suspension
four link system, with coil springs,
live axle.

Steering: Rack and pinion, with
4.92 turns lock to lock; turning circle
between rvalls 40ft., between kerbs
36ft.

Brakes: 10%in front disc, 9in rear
drum, dual circuit, servo-assisted.
Total swept area, 291 sq. in.

Dimensions: Wheelbase 111in.
front track 59.5in., tear ti-ack
59.'lin., overall length 192in., overall
width 75.2in., overall height 54.1 in.,
ground clearance 6.7Sin., kerb
weight 29001b.

PERFORMANCE
Maximum speeds in gears: 1st 55,

2nd 85, rop 105.
Fuel consumption: Accurate

tank-fill to tank-fill over a series of
journeys encompassing both city and
country running suggest an overall
figure of lSmph as being average for
the P76 V8.

Certification: The certification
plate affixed to the P76 in
accordance with regulations listccl
compliance with Australian Dcsign
Rules for Safety numbers 1, 2, 3, 4,
5A,7, 8, l0A, ll, l.l, I5, 20,22,25,
26.

ii
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"Interior of car is comfortable,
inviting. Test ctr was equlpped
with csnte console and T-bar
shifter. W6 has most
corrunodious interior, better seating
than protagonists. "

"Compact all-alloy V8 has
advantage of not weighit g any
rrore than sohc six-cylinder
alternative. This means that
handling and welght distribution
between two doesn't vary
appreciably. V8 produces useful
192 bhp."
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BALLINA I 99 O

For the Easter' 1990 Frun
We're off to Ballina for sonre fun,
Where Leyland Clubs they get together
l'10 rnatter what rnay be the vreather.

The Baker and the Wallace loi.
Left ear ly and we didn't stop,
T ill Hay and guess who we met there
Ron and Joy, another Leyland psir.
Now two white Lqglands and a green
A better group has never been,
From Hay to Dubbo, then l1oree,
What lovely country did we see.

The Dubbo zoo's a mightr,r place,
I met an elephant face to face.

Then David's chair decided to scoff,
A small front wheel just fell oif ;

They fixed it fast with a word or two,
Lots of helpers and a hit with a shoe.

While at lloree what did Nan and Val do,
Yes, went in a hot spring or two,
And oh what heaven a nice warm bath,
ln natunal water, what a laugh.

Then once again we're on our way,
To Noosa for a couple dqys;
While there we just drove around,
The Glasshouse rnountains did abound;
Brought souvenirs and postcards'ti ll
We saw a windmill for One Tree Hill.

Ail too quickly Good Fridav"'s here,
It's such a sharne the dqy's not clear.
lJow for the weekend we have planned.
With Leyland folk, it will tre grond.

Well th'irty cars turned up this time,
And all the plens just all went fine;
A trip around Byron Bay
And to a farm for a day,
Past meetings Rogo showed us at night,
We laughdd and talked, it was deiight.

Sunday's motorkhana was the best,
It was a mini grand prix test,
The men turned into little boys
And a couple ladies drove the toys;
Then David with his helrnet on,
Drove the circu'it in his chair, and won
The slowest time on the track,
At Ieast his batteries did not go flat.

Then llonday came and tinre to leave,
The team thef could then have neprieve;
Not one thing was left undone
By them so we could have good fun.

We headed off to Sydney town,
The JC llachine came bounding down.
The rain I thought would never stop,
Neven mind, we still went to shop.
Thanks to Barry and Liz for a couple nights,
We had some fun and saw the sights.

After Bakes changed a
pump for the heat,
The Leylands rrever
missed a beat.
We headed home before
the flood,
Still hd to go through
plenty mud.

ln a couple ymrs we'll
head off ag€i n,
We hope next time it
J ust won't rain ! !

l{an lYallace

S A. P76 CLUB NEYS t5
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P I CK LES, PIES & PASTR I E5
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H E RB ED. P OTAT O'. M I N C E : B AKE

\Yc uscd Erlgell Tirty kLters ond l*ggo's Bolognese
Sattce fctr tlris recipe - Ile cil.to can be ntarle a C.ay ahcod.
I tablc.spoon oil 20g butter, melted
5OOg minced becf % cup grated fresh
3709jar bolognaise parrncsan cheesc

saucc % cup gr:rtcrl t:tsty
2 tc:rspoons clrie<l cheese

()rcllano lC:rvt.s
2 x 4409 cans ncw

pot:rtoes, drlrine<1,
sl-ke d
Ileat oil in a pan, stirl;;;ir)c;;;ri rr",rt.,"iir

Inirtcc is brorvned all ovt-r. .SLir in saucc lnd oregan,r,
llring to the boil, lhcrr sirnrne r, trncovcrerl, firr about 5
trtinutcs, or until sauce has thickcned..Slrtxrrr rtrirrce
nrixture into a shallorv 4-cu;t cal)acity ovenproof dish,
ilrrangc potatocs over rnince. llrtrslr potatoc.s u,ith
buttcr, sprinklc rviLh cornbined chceses. IJ;rkc in nrod-
e l'ate oven for alxrLrt 20 rninutes. or until polatocs arc
liglrtly lrrorvncd rrnd crisp.

Servr:s 4.
Not srrital>lc to frccz-t:.
Not srritalrlc to rrricrory:rvr:.

POTATO AND CORI'|'SOUP

llccipa con be ntad.c scucrol lutttrs olu:otl'
4409 can nerv li cu1>s rvater

potatocs, drained, 3l0g cln corn
chopped kcrncls, drained

1 onion, chopped 2 tablesPoons
2 small chickcn choppcd frcslr

stock cubes, chives
crumbled
Cornbine polatoc's, otriotr attcl cornbincd st.ock cutrt's

and rvitter in a parr, lrring to thc boil, thetr sinrtnt:r'
cove red, for abotrt l0 Ininutcs, or trnLil poL:tLocl; are
soft. Stir in corn, cool slightly. Blr:ntl or proccss potalo
nrixturc until smcxrth, rcttlrn nlixtttre Lo pan, stir irr
cl'rives, stir over hcat trntil soup is hclrletl lhrough'

Ser-ves 4.
S tr i t:rble to frcc z.t-'.

Suitlblc to microrr':rvc. \
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FOR THE YOUNGER P7 6 GENERATION

What can you see when you join the dots?
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30

a

ao
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a 3
a.Ll z6

l7-
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.25 \.?

.10

z3
16, ' .7V

,t s ll'
a/q

'asnoll V - Ier$suv

.13
ddcsm,+Nt

?-
a

'c roqunN - rarsuv

Which twoqre
EXACTUTALIKE

'.rn.rc{ rol t;p no1 'racrl upd orl cer 11n nol pw r1Jou
r4.uon{ auo IlBr nol 1; ernrrerl pull u3c no1 - Jentu}
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-i-&u

a,

ifu
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lfo$r

84.

f,srUE

Gan lrou read this
MYSTER|rMESSAGE?

-,
-a

a

Ca, Iou foltow
this oLD hraToIW tu[p FiNz
out when0

W
'0 PUB t r0oq - renruv l,lra*r
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