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Front page this month is New Zealand’s finest. This exec is owned by Steve 
Learmonth & must be close to the “Best in the World” (see Pg 5) 

VS Commodore seats re-trimmed 

with Parchment Executive Trim 

Modified 4.4 EFI V8. Details in 
covering article 

Check out the Panel fit & overall finish 

Engine being finished whilst in 

situ, check out the shine! 

Falcon rear disc brakes “Kings” 
Lowered heavy duty rear 

springs 

EA-D Falcon T5  speed box. Check out the finish under car. You wouldn’t drive it in the rain! 
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# Information produced in this Newsletter is meant as a guide only. No responsibility  can be taken 

by this Club, or its members, or contributors to this Newsletter, for any loss, damage, injury, tan-

trums, etc, incurred and/or suffered by any person as a result, actual or imagined, of attempting to 

use information contained within this or any other Newsletter. We provide Technical Tips and other 

articles for your amusement. You are solely responsible for the consequences of any use made of 

the information within this Newsletter.    

DISCLAIMER: ( ALL CARE TAKEN BUT NO RESPONSIBILITY SIDEDISCLAIMER: ( ALL CARE TAKEN BUT NO RESPONSIBILITY SIDE--STEP STEP 

Warning smoking is 
a health hazard! 

#Submissions to this newsletter are published mainly      

unexpurgated, and the opinions expressed are not            

necessarily those of the Editor or the Committee. 

 

# Articles submitted for publication may be edited at the  

discretion of the Editor, under Committee guidance.   

IMPORTANT NOTICES: 

ALL CORRESPONDANCE TO: 

THE LEYLAND P76 OWNERS CLUB OF NSW, INC. 

PO BOX 1005 

CAMPBELLTOWN NSW 2560 

WEBSITE: 

www.p76clubnsw.org 

YOUR COMMITTEE FOR 2YOUR COMMITTEE FOR 2006006--20072007  
Steve@graffitigo.com.au 
 
 
Cpteschke@optusnet.com.
au 
 
 

Leyoz@bigpond.com 
 
Leyoz@bigpond.com 
 
bgcomputers@hotmail.com 

GENERAL MEETINGS:GENERAL MEETINGS:  

                      # The General Meetings are held on the Second Wednesday of  EVERY # The General Meetings are held on the Second Wednesday of  EVERY 

MONTH at the Denistone Sports Club, 59 ChatMONTH at the Denistone Sports Club, 59 Chatham Road, West Ryde. ham Road, West Ryde.   

  
Next Meeting is Wednesday 8thAugustNext Meeting is Wednesday 8thAugust  

At 7.30 pmAt 7.30 pm 
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        And so here we are leading up to the Annual General Meeting. This meeting is the most 
important of the year, but more later. The move to the new meeting place at Denistone 
Sports Club has been very well received and I hope more of you will take the opportunity to 
join us. My apologies for not being at the last meeting but 2 days prior I took a fall and broke 
a rib – VERY PAINFUL. Unfortunately I was confined to a chair or bed and couldn’t travel. I 
don’t bounce like I used to – must be getting old. 

 
We haven’t had any outings lately including the Twilight Classic Rally, which was postponed till 

the 1st September because the huge downpour of rain at around that time had put some of 
the rally roads under water. Who would have thought that would happen with a drought on? 
Hopefully Jason Birmingham and daughter will be back and this time I have roped our Sec-
retary, Shannon Wharton into navigating for me as my daughter is unavailable that day. Its 
not too late to join us. On the Sunday of that same weekend is the Australian Muscle Car 
Masters at Eastern Creek Raceway. By the time you read this the entry list will have closed 
and at time of printing we have 7 confirmed entries including Alex Shoobridge from Can-
berra, Dave Nelson and his Force 7 and new member Michael Nugent with his two tone sil-
ver/black Super V8 from Newcastle. Hopefully we will have a few more from the Classic 
Club.  

 
For the month of August there is the MG Classic 
Trial on the 11/12 for the sporting minded and the 
Shannons Eastern Creek Classic Car Show, 
which is always worth a look. After the Twilight 
Classic and the Muscle Car Masters is the Or-
ange Blossom Festival Classic Car Display at the 
Bull & Bush Hotel, Baulkham Hills on Sunday the 
16th September, another great day. The weekend 
after this is the Tour d’Corse Tarmac Rally on the 
23rd. At the last meeting it was decided to have a 
day out at Brian Hoopers Leyland Farm near 
Oberon on the 28th of October. Don’t forget to 
pencil this day in as I am sure it will be a fun day. 

The Dyno Day is looking good for later in the year so keep your eyes peeled for this one. 
 
For those interested in my resto, it is progressing slowly with the first coat of paint waiting to go 

on – soon I hope.  
 
That should be it for now. See you at the new meeting place. I hope you all have booked in 

for the 2008 Nationals. I know I have. Catch you all soon. 

Steve Maher 
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Howdy again folks! 
 
         The AGM is upon us again  (next Meeting 8th August) so be there!! Or else!  I will not be putting 
my hand up for the editors position again, I have quite a lot of stuff going on at the home front, so I 
won’t be able to put the time into the magazine that it requires…. I bet there  a few of you  clapping 
your hands right now!!… but not too fast… .   I will still  be doing articles for the new editor & updates 
of “Taxi Talk” so you are not free of me yet! ,so come along & give the club a bit of your time & have 
some fun in the process. The new meeting place is terrific, the meals are excellent, so come early, 
have a feed  & talk some P76 stuff!   
 
         I must also apologize for this magazine being a bit “scabby”… I haven’t gone on any outings 
over the last couple of months, so I haven’t got any roving reports & pretty pictures. September is a 
pretty big month for me though, with the Muscle car masters on the 2nd, ( I won’t be going on the 
“twilight classic” rally on the 1st September , as my house is going to Auction on that afternoon) , 
then on the 15th, I have my nieces wedding down at Kiama, followed by the Orange Blossom Festi-
val on the 16th, then on the 29th, Neville Humphries from the QLD club, is coming down for the BMC/
Leyland Australia  Heritage day (30th)…. So there is plenty going on 
 
         Speaking of the BMC heritage day...I will be using this opportunity to track down the person in-
volved with the “Rota dipping” process. I have a bit of a pet project going on in my head over the last 
couple of weeks. It all started a while back when Michael Clarke from VIC posted an item on the Ya-
hoo/P76 forum saying that 74 model P76’s rusted more than 73 models... Particularly  around the 
petrol filler area. I immediately “Poo-Pooed” that idea, saying that it was impossible to make an accu-
rate judgment on a cars ability to resist rust, 35 years on, when there are so many variables  that 
have occurred over the years, such as location, garaging, & general “looking after” of the vehicle. 
Also on my side is the fact that both my Green exec & the Taxi are both 74 models ( 2/74 & 5/74) & 
both have no rust around the petrol filler areas & have never been repaired. I then had a chat with 
Marcus Kneebone also from the Vic club, who also reckoned that I was full of it! He & others from the 
Vic club had looked at more than 60 vehicles over the years & are convinced that 74 models have 
“the rust disease” . In fact, he reckons the change was around 2/74, so my green car is right on the 
change point. I still wouldn’t have it…...until I pulled the heater out of the taxi. Now as you learned 
readers will know, I have pulled all of my cars pretty well apart, so I have a good idea what they look 
like underneath the dash, but I was surprised to see that the Taxi has NO paint on the inside (Cabin 
side) of the firewall!! The area directly surrounding the heater box has a light coating of surface rust, 
all my other vehicles had at least a coating of primer, but not this one….Maybe there Is something to 
this 73 V 74 thing. A bit more researching has bought out many varied stories about the Rota dipping 
process. All the sales brochures boast that the P76 WAS Rota Dipped, but I remember chatting to a 
P76 engineer a few years back & he said they were NOT Rota Dipped as they were too big to fit in 
the Baths. Then there was another story that they were Rota Dipped, but there were lots of trouble 
with body damage as they were rotated through the baths  (again too big) , then yet another story 
said they were only “Dunked” in the bathes, not rotated...so maybe the 73’s were Rota dipped, & the 
74’s were only “dunked” I will find out the truth & let you know.  The WA club did an article about the 
Rota Dipping process a little while back, I will dig that up & do an article for the new Editor. 
                See Ya! 
  

Jason Birmingham 



            

           * This big rig started life as an Oz Build Executive, painted in Lovely “Oh Fudge”  It then had a 
complete chemical strip back to bare steel. Panels were aligned, gaps closed up & the whole car 
straightened. The vehicle is panted in “Rosso Fire” (An Alfa Romeo Colour) 
 

         * The Engine has been fully balanced & manifolds “Match Ported”. The heads are running larger 
Rover SD1 inlet & Exhaust valves & are operated by a mild cam. Fuel & Spark  is managed by a cus-
tom built fuel injection system (sitting under the original style air filter)  utilising a “Link” G2 Computer. 
It produces 200 HP at the rear wheels yet is extremely easy to drive. 
 

         * Clutch operation is now hydraulic, & power is fed through a EA-D Falcon Borg Warner T5 
speed gearbox, back to a Limited Slip differential, running std 2.92:1 gear ratio. 
 

         *Stopping all of this are 4 wheel disc brakes, with all 4 wheels having drilled & slotted disc rotors. 
It has “Willwood” four piston front brake calipers & assistance is provided by a dual diaphragm brake 
booster.  
 

         *Keeping this car off the road are 16” x 8“ Simmons F90 mag wheels, attached to completely re-
conditioned suspension with 30mm lowered heavy duty kings springs, with fat sway bars front & rear. 
 

         * Keeping with the “Easy Drive” policy, we have a Garth Morris intermittent wiper set up, remote 
central locking, tilt/Sliding steel sunroof, Factory Air conditioner, Force 7V Tacho, modified fuel gauge 
that Doesn’t wave all over the place, VS Commodore front seats that have been re-trimmed in the cor-
rect Parchment Executive trim & a Momo steering wheel that was donated from a Honda Integra 

 

From across the Pacific in downtown NZ, we 
have this beautiful “tastefully Modified” P76. The 
NZ club is strong & very active with quite a lot of 

P76’s, the only Omega Navy Force 7V in exis-
tence. (Bloody Kiwi’s!) & plenty of keen owners 

flying the Leyland flag. This featured car is 
owned by Steve Learmonth, who I met at the 

Cootamundra Nationals ( Yes a whole swag of 
Kiwi’s came over last year for the Nationals)) 

Steve had a photo album with him & I told him I 
wanted more… Well here they are. A bloody awe-

some car & a real credit to him.   
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Taxi Talk 
           Well here I am again… Three months down the track from when I started on the big rig...Actually 
it’s three & a bit  months, but who’s counting…… ummm,  That would be me! I stood back the other 
day & had a look at what I have accomplished in that time…& what was still to come…. & I realise that 
I need to get a move on if this car is to be finished by Easter next year. I was chatting with my eldest 
Daughter about her birthday, which is in April , & I asked if I would be around for her birthday next year 
(Her birthday falls in Easter most of the time) to which she replied  “Dad… Easter is in the middle of 
March next year!” Oh Shit!! I just lost another month. Come on JB… get your finger out……   7 Months 
till Easter… & take a look at the bloody thing, it’s hardly nearing completion.!! Anyway, an update of 
progress till now. 

Damaged/rusted section of stone tray 

replaced. 

Almost finished, still some filling & tidy-

ing up to do 
Rusted inner sill panel (underneath 

lower front guard RHF) 

The lower stone tray wasn’t too badly rusted, but it had a fair bit of damage on the LHF. It was easier 
to replace the section than to repair it...Shrinking stretched panels is an art I haven’t yet fully mas-
tered! The inner sill panel on the RHF underneath the mudguard was stuffed, as was the lower front 
guard. I cut the bottom off the RHF guard which gave me access to the inner sill, which I cut out & 
replaced with a bit I made up. I then repaired the lower front guard & welded it back on…  

Inner sill panel cut out. Note “cut 

off” lower front guard 

New inner sill panel welded in place 

(Note all welding is to be ground back 

so as to look good) 

Lower guard section repaired & welded 

back on 



A pair of New Old Stock doors for the left side of the P76. Whilst they are new, they could have been stored a lot 
better. The black door had stacks of surface rust .(they  both did) ..So bad that I needed to get them sandblasted 
(he used garnet actually!)  They came back in a zinc based etch primer & looked great Next was. tidy up a few 
dents & the outside is put in primer. The RH doors were SH, but in reasonable condition. The RHF door needed 
repairs to the lower corner plus, they were super doors, which means that I had to weld up all the chrome mould-
ing holes. Eventually they too were in primer, the outside at least, I still have to prep the inside of the used doors. 

Below we have the engine bay after 4 hours with a clean & strip wheel & other tools. I still have to tidy up the 
“hard to get to” spots, but it’s almost ready for repairs (I welded up  22 “non Leyland” holes) & repaired a couple 
of small spots of Rust. Oh yeah, I almost forgot… I inserted that battery tray/skirt that I got from Alex Shoobridge 
in the ACT...turned out excellent, you wont be able to pick it from the original. Many people have commented on 
what appears to be extensive rust in the car… It was a country car all it’s life & has done a lot of dirt road work. 
The dirt has “stained” the paint & gives the appearance of rust in the photos, in fact it is quite good for rust. 



Leyland Colours 





 A couple of things I forgot to put in earlier… Firstly, Muscle car masters… We 
are all meeting at 8.00am at the Prospect Hotel, Great Western Highway Pros-
pect.. Don’t Forget guys… 2nd  September. See ya then! 
 
        Now number 2… Just a reminder that we are almost through another year & 
membership renewals are coming up. So put your hand in your pocket, keep the 
club alive & enjoy another year with us. 

Hang on.. I forgot SomethingHang on.. I forgot SomethingHang on.. I forgot SomethingHang on.. I forgot Something    





 



P76 Nationals Geelong 2008 
Dear P76 Owners and Families  

Well we are underway with the planning for the 2008 P76 Nationals to be held in Victoria at Easter in 2008, over the long 
weekend starting on Good Friday 21 March 2008 and finishing on Monday 24 March 2008. We are putting together what 
we think will be an interesting program of events of which we will forward more information as we get closer and the details 
are finalized. This letter is to advise you and your club members of one of the most important issues - the accommodation. 
Our committee has decided that the 2008 Nationals will be staged in Geelong, the 2d largest city outside of Melbourne. 
Geelong is about a 90-minute drive from Melbourne, and one of the oldest cities in Victoria. It is a major port, the home of 
Ford manufacturing, and has some interesting tourist centres. It is not far from the Great Ocean Road or from Ballarat - 
both major tourist attractions.  

           One of the objectives set by our committee is to maximize the exposure of our great car to the general public. We 
have been doing this within our club with great results - our membership is increasing and the standard of our cars is stead-
ily improving. We want to continue this process of public exposure at our National get together. So Geelong makes a good 
choice we believe.  

On behalf of all the clubs, our club has made a booking for a number of cabins in a campground in Geelong called the 
"Riverglen Holiday Park”. It is a good quality campground on the outskirts of Geelong, and close to shops and other accom-
modation should members wish to stay elsewhere. I have enclosed a couple of brochures for your committee to see. The 
cost for one of the cabins we have booked is $90 per night with a minimum of 4 nights over the Easter period - this can be 
the Thursday to the Sunday nights; or Friday through Monday nights. This price is consistent with most campgrounds in 
Victoria over the Easter period as is the 4-day minimum booking. These are luxury cabins and will sleep six. The $90 is for 
two people, with extras costing $10 each per night.  

We will need to finalise and confirm the bookings as early as possible as accommodation is at a premium over Easter. We 
also have to pay a deposit when confirming.. Should members wish to arrange their own accommodation that is fine, but 
we do suggest they get in quickly, no matter where they want to stay. ff members want to stay in the Riverglen, but want to 
camp - again let us know as we can add it to the bookings we have made. A $50 deposit will also be required for these 
campgrounds. Cost of a powered campsite is $29 per day again with a minimum of 4 days. We need to confirm our ar-
rangements at Riverglen by no later than Easter this year, so we would require anyone who wants to stay at the Riverglen 
to send us a $50 deposit before then - no later than 25 March 2007.  

One of the benefits of all staying at the one venue will be that the P76 talking and comparing cars can go on till late over a 
few beers without worrying about Booze Buses!! Riverglen will be the Nationals Headquarters, and all of our committee will 

be staying there. There are large parks opposite the campground with some good children's play equipment. We want 
to encourage family participation, and there is plenty for the family to do in Geelong.  

As we finalise events and things such as club souvenirs and the final dinner etc., we will let all clubs know what 
the final costs for the 2008 nationals will be. We will keep them to a minimum, and make most things and costs 
optional.  

We are looking forward to making this a great event for all 
clubs and their members,  

If you have any queries please drop me an email on  

Ken.Westem@exemall.com.au or give me a call on 03 9873 
5581 or my mobile number below.  

Best regards,  

Ken Western Vice President Coordinating Committee - 2008 
P76 Nationals  

0417 364 894  

 



 
Leyland P76 Owners Club Of 

NSW 

Return Address:  P.O Box 1005 Campbelltown NSW 

The photo above is from Phil Crowther & shows his step son Danny, as he flings a bite to eat to a seagull. 
The Targa looks great & was taken mid 2002 at Sawtell’s Southern Headland. Nice Photo Phill 


