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From the President
This edition of our newslette? includes o number of
I dot"s to put into your diory. As most of you will know

Roger Foy possed owoy in April this yeor, unfortunotely
just before he wos to receive his OAM. Roger wos still
involved in o number of groups ond those grouPs hove

decided to honour Roger with o Memoriol Doy. Detoils
ore ot right. It will be a greal day and mony of the
projects thot Roger worked on for Fogon Pork will be

on disploy.

I ll British Doy is on agoin this yeor f or the first time
Asince 2019. Roin ond Covid has stopped it for the
last 3 yeors. Sundoy September 77 is the dote for what
will be the 4Oth year of the event. The venue is Kings
School, Pennant Hills Rood North Porromotto.

fiis year's Annuol Lunch will be on Sundoy November
I lZ and, like our recent Film Afternoon, we hove

moved the locotion. It will be ot Wenty Leogues Club
ond you will find detoils on the bock poga of this
newslettet os well os on the entry form included with
this newsletter.We will be o celebrating not only the
heritage of the compony but 25 yeors of theHeritage
Groupl I'm sure thot the P76 will gzt a mention os wall.
With Worren Brown os the guest speoker ond Wil
Hogon os our MC it will be o great ofternoon.

[0 Yeors ofter it's release fhe Leylond P76 still
s)creates opinions both informed ond uninformed.
This year, the combined P76 Cor Club's celebrated by
trovelling to Porkes for o notional meeting over Eoster.
It wos a greal event with q turn out of P76s both
originol, modified, ond fully restored.There wos olso o
Force 7V in attendance os o further reminder of whot
could have been. Greg Kean

IIaIe
from the outset, it wos dectded thot our Newsletter should
I not be o 'deoths notice' list. However a couple of years
back, it wos decided thot occasionally we would list the nomes
of those who we heord hod possed owoy.

Recently, o number of members who were instrumentol in
s.etfi[9 up ond continuing the work of theHeritoge Grouphave
died. They_ are Peter Dovis, Ron Moss, Chris Roglrs ond'Roger
Foy. All of these members served on the committee in vari6us
roles ond worked on the book 'Buildin g Cors in Austrolio,. They
oll continue d to serve or assist is some way while their heolth
ollowad.

Wehave olso heord from Bob Mc Koy's Fomily informing us of
his possing. Bob moved oround the world working f or vorious
componies befoee ending up in the USA

?

At Ross Bell's house as the
Davrs, Ross Bell, Reg Fulford,

book neared completion: Ron l,vloss, peter
Chris Rogers, P,oger Foy & Barry Anderson

BliC-Leyland Austrulia Heritage 6roup
12 Acocio Drive

6lenhaven, NSW 2156

ll\l( l.dl.rd \nnrrltia
@

Issue 81 BAAC-Leylond Austrolia Heritoge 6roup Inc

€,r',.iD

tg I
J

a

!'r,ii



MEMORIAL DAY FOR THE I.ATE ROGER ALLAN FOY OAM

SUNDAY 22ND OCTOBER 2023

ROGER FOY MEMORIAT DAY - SUNDAY 22ND OCTOBER 2023 _ CANCELLATION

Unfortunotely this Event hos had to be concelled due to circumstances beyond our control. However, we
will certoinly be celebrating the life of the Late Roger Allan Foy OAM at the Heritage Group Luncheon to

be hetd on Sunday 72th November 2023 ot Wenty Leogues Club - see flyer in this Newsletter.

We look forward to seeing you there. Greg Kean

Please keep this day free if you would like to join us ot FAGAN PARK GAISTON for a day

of remembronce of Roger oka Allan Foy. He loved spending time ot Fogan Pork and the

Friends of Fogan Park, the CMC, olong with the BMC-Leylond Australio Heritoge Group

would like to welcome you there to get together and reminisce about oll that was Roger.

The Friends will show you oround the Form Buildings and the historic Netherby Homestead.

Contact: Koy De Luco O47O 688 886 Parking $6 per vehicle.

This year's Film Afternoon was
very different from past events.
lvlore of a talk fest and at a
different venue.

first, the event wos hosted by the Morris
t Register of NSW so it wos held ot the Vikings
Club ot Dundos os thot is where they hove their
regulor meetings.

Hosted by Will Hogon the second, it wos more
tolking than movie. But when Brion Foley ond Will
Hogon arethe speakers nobody seemed to mind.
Speoking with some slides os storting points
and reminders of post events, Brion kept us oll
entertoined. It wos noted thot Brion seemed to
spend o lot of time on 3 wheels os the pictures on
this poge ond the next ottest to.

Quite a few attendees hod brought vorious
mementos for Brion to sign which he wos hoppy to
oblige.

Will Hagon and Brian Foley

-Jl,--
lntroducing
THE BEAUTIFUT,

AERODYNAMIC DESIGNED
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Brian at the wheel of some of the
BIAC product that he raced....

In 1960 Brian won his class
in the Australian Touring
Car Championship driving an
Austin A40 Farina.

He ran an Austin-Healey
Sprite in the Australian GT
Championship in 1960 & 61.

He entered the Australian
Touring Car Championship
in 1960, 1964,1965 & 1967
through 1971. Best outcome
was 2nd in 1967 in a'Brian
Foley Motors' entered
lAorris Cooper S.

In 1965 he had a podium
finish in the Armstrong

500 (forerunner to the
Bathurst 1000) winning
Class C ond coming 3rd
outright in a AAorris
Cooper S.

FOR SALE _ THI] WORKS BROADSPETJI)
(;.
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Below: Who would have thought?
Brian was off to race a Cooper S in Singapore and the lAini
went first class! In 1967 some Qantas plaies (707-13gC) had a
cargo orea on one side of the nose of the plane with lst class on
the o.ther side.-By removing the wheel arih fairings and putting
smaller (width) tyres on the car it fitted nicety ii the space. 
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P76 Turns 50

March
1973

December
1972

June
1973
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I Future Expe ctations

October
1973

February
1974

to conventionol engineering, at leost in Austrolio. At
the some time os P76 arrived, the Austin Allegro wos
lounched in the UK destined to be the replacement of
the llOO/1300 in the UK where'Morris' were to be
conventional cors ond Austins to be the advonced FWD
models. If only it hod o hotchbock but thot is onother
story.

Tn general the press liked the cor ond stoted thot in
soma key oreas it was better thon the opposition but
lher e w ere ploces f or improvement.

And in the wings the Force 7 and the sfotion wogon
were toking shope f or a L974 releose......

I

iE**
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The build up
-l-'he build up storted early- Buyar Protection Plon in
I ploce, 'scoops' by notionol outo magazines, Dealer

competition to move existing stock, and pre-releose
odvertising by Leylond Austrolio. 1973 should hove
been Leylond's yeor. Soles penetrotion hod being
growing since the release of the Morino ond deolers
had been encouraged to brighten up their showrooms.
The morketing deportment were ready to go with Soles
Promotion Pocks sent to deolers, even o TV 'progrom'
which wos reolly on hour long odvert wos reody to go
on notional TV. P76s were rolling down the production
line with the oim of building 2000 units to be ready
ot lounch. All wos ready f or the lounch of Austrolio's
newest model.

On orrivol the new model wos the foce on every ca?

magozine. Commentory everywhere but no so much
product. As history shows ponts shortoges ond strikes
in the supply chain left cors unfinished in the yord. A
lot more people wanted the V8 than expected which is
not helpful.

The P76 olso represented Leyland's continued return

The Arrival
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ff you hod an Austin 7 or Morris 8 in first yeor
LEngineering ot Sydney Uni in 1953, you were in a
select group. Those with Morris 8s f eeling superior os

our cors had hydroulic brokes. We hod tronsport ond
we?e soon in the compony of the nurses - who of thot
time lived in - ot nearby RPA Hospitol.

This distroction probobly coused me - hoving soiled
through first yeor - to flunk o subject in second yeor.
The commonweolth scholorship system was sudden
deoth. f lost fundingfor ayeat.

My fother soid "6et out ond work. f've orgonised on
interview with Nuffields os you seem to like cors". He
wos o journolist of the old school. Hovi no at
home f hod dismontled my Morris
8 engine - it needed o re-bore - in
my bedroom. This probobly gove
rise to Dod's comment.

5o f became o Nuffield codet
engineer, with on afternoon off
for lectures just as the mochine
shop wos being populoted with
wonderous machines ond building
of the Press Shop ond Car
Assembly Building got undarwoy.

2 years later - still o codet - I was in tha newly formed
Experimentol Engineering deportment. There Bill
Abbott, Bill Sarjeantson ond Reg Fulfond - all General
Motors cor men - were mentors, o term not
then coined. This is where f met colleagues
such os Roger Foy, whom many of you know,
ond Alon Nicholson - who spoke ot the 40th
reunion.

We storted testing things.

My first tosk: A curb idle test - plotting tha
rodiotor temperoture agoinst time - while the
engine idled - until it either boiled or stabilised.
Hordly glomourous!

We tested locol heoters - usuolly in summer.
Once, Kim Wilcox ond I drove o Morris 1100
south looking for cooler temperotures. We
found ourselves on top of Kosciusko - when
you could drive to the top. One winter Alon I
Nicholson wos testing o tronsmission cooler
ond hod disoppeored for days. He finally rang
in. Where areyou? f'm in Darwin.

There were bush trips to test new body
structures. We would do 10,000 miles on
unseoled roods in 3 weeks. Based ot ploces
like Bourke, Loke Cs Dirrondbondi,
St George and finolly lle. We hod no

proving ground ond councils kept seoling oll our
lovely dirt roods.

We built o dynomometer house to test engines
ond lots of rigs to test chossis systems.
Racordings were by pencil ond poper ond
colculotions were by slide rule! We developed
o prototype monufocturing shop where superb
croftsmen could moke olmost ony cor port by
hond - from cronkshofts through costings ond
seots to lorga body ponels.

After 10 yeors of this, I hod progressed to
Experimenfol Engineer in chorge of both
prototype manufocture and testing. f hod
olso done some design projects - The Austin
1800 Ute being the biggest. On thot job, the
body planning engineer soid it wos the eosiest
tooling job he ever hod - which pleosed me
immensely.

In the mid 1960s, BMC Austrolio wos working
2 shifts ot copocity ond sending o dividend to
the porent. But the new product cupboord in

UK was bare. The Mini never mode o pound of
profit. A classic case of Profitless Prosperity.
5o with no funds to develop new products -
trouble loomed.

i\ During the Christmos shutdown 1967,

q,'Jffi 1i+i"o;:fi:'J 
"?T? 

oPZZi,2o- ^;ufil{ producad o dossier ond soid "Read this, we ore
going to design our own fors ond this is the
plon. Storting Jonuory 1 ;1ou will join 3 others

Left:A youtg Barry Anderson; Right 8' stroking machine
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Barry Anderson wds one of the guest
spedkers at the P76 Nationals' Sunday night
function. Fittingly, he spoke of his time
with P76....
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to form the Advonced Model 6roup ond start
the detoiled plonning.

f hove thot dossier with me tonight. Greg
Kean hos promised to orronge for anyone
hera who wishes to reod it. The P76 story hod
begun ond f had spent 10 years being schooled
for my port in it. The Product Engineering
Department hod, over those 10 yeors,
developed every system in the cor but never
hod it done a whole car. The Advonced Model
6roup of 4hod two productionengineers - one
body ond one mechonicol - ond two product
engineers - one body ond ona mechonicol. I
wos the mechonicol product engineer.

I will focus on my role. The project wos
5ewildering. Where to stort? Whot do we
need to know? So many unknown unknowns
os they soy todoy. Wa spent oll 1968 doing
reseorch - lots of it;

Heee ore three items os exomplesr

1 How to establish weight and cost budgets? Oi We anolysed fhe cost ond weight of every A
i iO cents or more. We found thot cor bodies N
, and seot fromes hod the some cost per pound {
I Similorly steering rocks ond olternotors hod ,t
I the some cost per pound. We had mode o stort. _ Ll
i snould we use aluminium for the engine? (O
I This wos guite detoiled but the engine weight -X
I saving ovq iron ollowed mony other systems tU
I to be lighter - but only as we were storting
I ofresh.
ronstructed in experimental; Below:Project P.76 time frrme

This multiplier eff ect won the argument.

Were the terms of reference in the original dossier
achievable?
These colled for "mointoining the compony's technicol
feotures of FWD ond Hydrolostic suspension" - with o
4.? litre enginel This meant developing o new power unit
with o unigue outomotic tronsmission - on expensive ond
risky proposition. 5o we designed and built o complete
FWD Auto V8 power unit, fitted to o cor (on Austin
1800 with an exlended front) to demonstrote this.
After testing, we proposed reverting to RWD. This was
occepted.

In eorly 1969 - the stoff level hoving gtown - we
started the P76 cor loyout using the dimensions from
the dossier ond ovoilable common industry items like
rear axles, tronsmissions etc - in full size drowings.
We drew the ground, odded wheels & tyres ond people
ond continued. Alongside (physicolly) we built o full
sized seoting model. For 10 yeorcwe hod lived with the

fssigonis crouch driver's seoting
in the Mini ond other less than
ideol driver seoting positions. We
were going to get this one right.

fn porollel, T developed the
overoll engineering program - o
large copy of which is on disploy
here todoy. For the mechonicols
ond overoll car function we we?e
to design and build 6 mechonicol
prototype cars using Holden
body shells. These were used
to progressively develop oll the

mechanicol system voriants. The last few cars being
fully representotive of the final design. This meant

.., the mechonicol systems would be f ully proven
:i bef ore the new prototype bodies orrived.

m*l ,.,8r-aa'-q(,{.*flc\!\ *--{QI-3:E\,ry tquee;l-
':; --t tlerG{ 5'EF I

-
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In April 1969 this progrcm wos opproved ond
the first phose of progrom funds was releosad.
The mechonical design outhority - including for
the V8 engine progrom - remoined in the AM6
until the hond over to the moin drowing office
in November 1970.I retained o wotching brief
over the commissioning ond testing of the
last engineering prototypes. Like tha originol
dossier f hove here ionight o copy of my
report for thot hondover and Greg Keon will
ar?ange for onyone herewho wishes to read it.
But don't expect thriller novel.

Thot report covers the stotus of the
mechonicol systems dasign ot that point; ond
the discussions ond contract negotiotions with
the 2? mojor suppliers who provided voluoble
design input.

From 1971f hod no formol responsibility for
P76, You could soy thot I had all the f un ond
left guys like Alon Nicholson to moke it oll
work.

And f wouldn't hove missed it for guids.
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P76 Turns 50

At the 'Dish'

3
I

I

Upon arrival at registration, participants were
greeted with a welcome cup of tea and an excellt

display of of P76 memorabilia

ri#.
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P76 National
Back in April, the combined P76 car
clubs got together to celebratc the
SOth Anniversary of the P76.

*

/soming from oround Austrolio ond New Zealand,
(zmembers from the vorious P76 clubs met in Porkes
to celebrote the onniversory. TT P76s were on hond
ond they looked spectoculor ond drew o crowd where
ever they went. ft is olwoys spectoculor when o cqr club
gets together but when they ore oll the some model it
is even more of o spectocle. And oll those seventies
colours- no seo of just white, groy or black herel

The weekend started with o Lions Club served BBQ.
Fridoy sow the group drive out to the Dish and then to
the Henry Porkes Centre which is olso the locotion of
the Porkes Antigue Motor Club Museum. There were
some excellent cors on disploy including a 1959 Austin
Lancer, o split sc?een Minor Ute, ond a197t Morris
Minor Troveller.

The ofternoon wos spent at the HARS Aviotion Museum.
The museum is locoted ot Parkes Airport for obvious
reosons and hqs on extensive collection. Some of the
exhibits we?e open with occess stairs for o closer
inspection.

Soturdoy hod on observotion run to Forbes with o visit
to McFeeters Motor Museum while we were there.

This brings us to Soturday night ond one of the event
highlights- rocker cover racing!

P76
YEAR ANNIVERSARY

{
a

J
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Porkes loid on spectocular weather
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50, in case you haven't seen rocker cover rocing (I
hadn't) then the nome soys it oll. Basicolly there is o
trock thot hos two lones. Entronts bring their'modified
for rocing' rocker covers ond compete ogainst eoch
other. Now you might think thot you just odd wheels
but mony of the competitors hove spent o lot of time
ond effort on re-engineering their rocker covers for
their new role.Weight odded, weight removed, CDs os
wheels (they con shotter if you ore unlucky). But os
Borry Anderson soid: "it's oll obout rolling resistonce"

Here are the winners ond their 'rocers' which shows
how voried the rocker covers con be.

Class Winners: L to P,:

Jnr-Kayla Gibson; Snr-l,llarty Stockwell; Runners Up:
Jnr- Joshw 6ibson: Snr: Peter Velthuis

Sundoy wos the Concours-Show & Shine doy ond Porkes
turned out onother perfect doy. This wos followed by o
swop meet ond, as can be expected with o P76, lots ond
lots of ports come out of the boot.

Sundoy night wos the finol event fortheweekend ond it
wos o Black Tie or 7Os theme. Our own Borry Anderson
wos o guest speaker olong with Matt Bryson. Mott of
course is the son of John Bryson who competed with
Evan 6reen in a P76 in the t974 World Cup Rolly. But
Mott hos his own connection to P76 os he encouraged
Gerry Crown to run a P76 in the Poris to Peking. Mott
competed os o co-driver/navigotor ond prepored the
cor. They were outright winners in 2013 ond 2019. Mott
shored thot he will continue to rolly aP76.

It wos agreot weekend celebrating o car that brought
oll of these peopletogether.

Greg Kean

10 Issue 81 BAAC-Leylond Australio Heritoge 6roup Inc

i

V)

_t'

a

,lll

a
{- .-a

4

1l

tl

1

i

l i

ts,

s

-_

,

ttt
*-

S!r.*

."{!!G&

,rl ! 1,,,
.."1

*-)

1 't

,,

d"
.i...

!,"

I

.q1
f1

,f,:

wttd



P76 National Rally Parkes

v

the future?

{:*

Amelio drove this P76 fron Lightning Ridge to Parkes.
ft is o manual V8. She was accompanied by her father
in another P76. I asked her is the car hers to which she
said, "Yes it's mine......although fud thinks it's his".

This one was driven by Hanmh most of the way from
Sydney to Parkes. The yellow in the middle of the
bonnet is her'L' plate!.

On top of the 77 P76s
we?e a couple of lilarinas-

a coupe and a sedan as well
as a Force 7.

Wil Hagon achd as illC, krry Anderson & Noel
Delforce are cuttirg the cake.

..r ff :-
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P76 Turns 50
Barry Anderson writes regard i ng
the beginnings of that Alloy V8

ft wos recognised well before 1969 thot oluminium
lwas ideolly suited to permonent mould (ie not sond)
costing becouse its casting temperoture was lower
thon iron. This, in turn, con leod to the use of individual
cylinder liners housed in on "opan deck" oluminium
crankcosa ond restroined by the cylinder headls. Thus.
sond cores ore eliminoted in thot component with o
signifi cont cost saving.

Two Permonent Mould studies were directed - in
t968/9 - to proving the open deck concept for o V8
motor - judged to be the best layout for engines over 4
litres with room to grow:

1. Commonwealth Aircroft Corporotion were engaged
to design ond build o permonent mould to produce
prototype oluminium cronkcoses to occommodote Holden
(186, I think) in-line 6 engine components (we supplied
o complete engine). The cnonkcose wos
to be orientoted with the cylinders
slonted at 45 degrees to reproduce
our V8 orientotion on one side, the
six cylinder being chosen os there wos
optimistic tolk at the time of one day
producing V|? engines - moyba!

This exercise wos complated ond
the complete engine delivered.
This provided initial experience on
permonent mould costing ond CAC
were prepored to provide technicol
ossistance loter in the project.

' There hod been o Buick-Oldsmobile-Pontioc 3.5 litre
engine built in USA for severol yeors but it wos not
long continued. Repco Brobhom, however, benefited os
the BOP engine wqs the bosis for severol R-B rocing
engines. And Rover (which was not port of Leylond whan
the AMG wos set up) bought the whole engine rights
from BOP for use on models such os P6B.

2. 5o we got hold of severol BOP engines to use os
mock ups for P76. One of these hod the woter jockets
of the cylinder block mochined awoy ond individual wef
cylinders dropped in ond held in ploce by the cylinder
heods. This possed (we initiolly thought) our 500 hr
enduronca cycle on dynamometer and gave us initiol
confidence

At the some time the cronkshoft to give increosed
stroke and hence 4.2litre copocity (the size defined in
the originol "dossier") wos being designed.

' The Repco Brobhom engine of the doy hod 4.2 litre
copocity (the copocity indicoted in the originol dossier)
so, to hove on engine of the right size we bought ond
instolled on R-B cronkshoft. This wos o single plone cronk

ond locked the Ford V8 completebalance (primory ond
secondory, forces and couplas). But it dropped right
into the journol bearings! This gove the right power ond
did a job but it hod dreodf ul vibrotion ond wos dubbed
the "viber-8".

' 56 iron wos oll the go for cronkshofts ot the time
and BMC hodn't done one yet. 5o f hunted oround for
someone to cost ours (we mochined them). f stumbled
over c Auy in Wollongong who mode 56f cronkshafts
f or large mine woter pumps. He wos a great help - we
leorned thot with 56I you must grind the journols with
the shoft revolving in the engine's rototionol direction
os the moteriol retoins o roughness ogoinst tha opposite
rototion.

We olso redesigned the whole front module of the
engine to incorporote:

. The existing oil pump;

. A slightly larger woter pump
without ony testing ot olll The
impeller diometer ond oxiol length
were increosed slightly so thot the
impeller possoge orec wos increosed
by the engine copocity ratio (4.2/3.5).
f didn't wont to hove to increase the
pump (ond fon speed)

' The A/C (reciprocating unit)
compresson neotly without mossive
brockats (A/C was rore then)

' Good occessibility to servicing points ond R&R items
like P/ S pump, distributor efc

Other design chonges included:

' Steel rocker covers: (weight ond cost)

' Pressed steel rockers w/o rocker shofts;

' A connecting rod bolt which required no mochining - oll
outo forged f rom thick steel wire ond only $300 tooling
- oll prototype ports mode on production tooling - afler
o fight with occountonts reluctont to spand production
money until funds for thot phase were released.
See appendix story from July 2014 issue of BAACLAHG
Newsletter reprinted on page 14 of this issue.

. Removol of 2 odditionol bolts holding eoch cylinder
heod. They oppeored to hsve been added as they spoilt
the symmetry of the heod bolt pottern.

By this time we hod committed to the BOP (ond hence
Rover) engine outline, siza ond configurotion (excepf
corburettor which was mode by Email fndustries just
ocross the street). By thot time we hod forgotten
whether it wos a BOP or Rover design wewe?e altering.
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The Visit from UK.

When Rover eventuolly become port of the Leylond
group, Rover engineers showed greot tnterest in our
activities ond, c7977, o group, heoded by Eric Wright
visited the Victoria Pork plont. They were supportive of
olmost oll of our work but hod grove concerns about the
idea of using on open deck cylinder block.

They off ered, os on olternotive, the use of o cylinder
block thot they hod designed ond tooled but not yet
produced. This hod o cylinder height (ot 45 degrees)
increosed by 15/t6 inches to ollow on increosed stroke
without increosing the ongular orticulotion of the conn-
rod.

In the meontime, we hod learned thot one of the
individuol wet cylinders in our 500 hour test engine hod
developed o crock.

5o, it was o no broiner. What they proposed wos low
risk ond they were oble to supply - for some months -
completed cylinder block costings leoving us to focus
on the cylinder heods. It was o thoroughly sotisfoctory
meeting ond the engine wos the befter for it.

The Overoll Result
By mid 1971the design wos settled ond hod morphed to
the stage that very few ports on the P76 V8 werethe
some os on either the BOP or Rover V8s.

Non-interch angeable ports included:

Cylinder block, Cronkshoft, Conn-rods, Pistons;

Cylinder heads, Pushrods, Valve Rockers & pedestols,

Rocker cove?s, Inlet monifold & gosket; Carburettor,
Sump;

Aircleaner, Front occessories housing; Woter pump,
P/5 pump, ond, of course, exhoust moinfolds.
fnterchangeoble ports included:

Valves, 5prings & connections

Oil Pump & Drive; Belt pulleys

Crank & Conn-Rod Bearing shells
Possibly: Storter motor; Alternator & Distributor

So the P76 engine wos not o reproduction of either
the BOP or Rover engines. But it certoinly wos o
development of itlthem.

There wos one point with oluminium thot we missed.
Cost iron when machined produces sworf in smoll fine
porticles. With Aluminium the sworf curls up - often
into o long spirol - ond con become lodged in woter
golleries. The existing water wosh mochines could
not dislodge the sworf ond early production engines
suf f ered cooling problems.

Barry Anderson
12 April 2023
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Leyland P76 Turns 50

See iAarinas are cool!

Even the police took tlotice!
During the display day a 'youtg' policeman asked me
what the cdrs we?e and where they were made- I
lnd a clipboard so must tnve looked official- When
I told him they were 'the P76' made by Leyland in
Australia. He had neve? heard of Leyland but did
know what an origiml Mini was.

At.'\'
{
t*

The Story of o Bolt
liore from krry regardirg the V8 ergine:

Tt" photos, below, are of the bolt we designed in
I 1969 for the P76 VB connecting rod.

The bolts on the Rover version were mochined oll
over, heot treoted ond then ground on the cylindricol
surfoce to fit into reamed holes in the connecting rod.
This involved saverol monuol operotions ond wos very
expensive to moke in Austrolia so, in conjunction with
the locol bolt monufocturer, this solution wos developed.

The Bolt is 50 mm long with 8mm threod O.D.

The locol bolf wos cold heoded, sized, threod rolled
ond, then knurled - oll in one outomotic bolt heoding
operotion. ft wos then heot treated - no mochining ond
significant lower cost. Eliminoting the reoming in the
conn-rod itself wos o further soving.

The upper photo shows the rolled threod, relieved
diometer neor the threod - ovoiding a stress roiser,
the sized length ond the knurling to provide o firm,
permanent, fit for the conn-rod. The lower photo shows
the bolt heod detail: undercut radius - ovoiding onother
stress roiser ond o forged shope cleoring the rodius
on the conn-rod while positioning tha bolt os close os
possible to the crankshaft journol - oll very elegantl

I

To moke prototype ports we hod to pay for production
tooling - even $300 wos a reol problem for the
occountants os we were tn the prototype phose - but
we hod volid ports for testing.

To my knowledge, not one ever foiled This memento
has been in my desk drower since1969.

Barry Anderson

Top: The VB Conn-Rod bolt

At right is a closeup
of the head
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& BMC-Leylond Austrolio Heritoge 6roup Inc

2023 CALENDAR

AUGUST

Sunday 20rh Shannon's Sydney Ciassic (CMC) SVdney Motorsport Park Eastern Creek 9am-4pm

SEPTEM BER

Sunday 17 All British Day The Kings School 10am
30th September Newsletter No.82

OCTOBER

Wednesday 18th Heritage Group Committee Mtg 12 Acacia Drive, Glenhaven Green 10.30am

NOVEMBER

Sunday 12th Annual Reunion Lunch/AGM 11.30am Wenty Leagues 50 Smith 5t Wentworthville 10.30am

DECEMBER

Our Member Car Clubs

MEETING DATES & VENUES:

2nd Tues bi-monthly Morris Minor Car Club NSW Mt Lewis Bowls Club, Greenacre -Feb/Apil)un/Algetc. 7.00pm
1st Friday Morris Register NSW Vikings Club, Dundas Valley 7.30pm
2nd Friday Mini Car Club NSW Strathfield Event Centre, Weeroona Rd, Strathfield 7.30pm
2nd Tuesday Leyland P76 Owners Club NSW The Hills Club, Jenner St, Baulkham Hills 7.30pm
2nd Tuesday Nepean District Morris Minor Club Werrington Communitv Cottage 7.30pm
2nd Tuesday Sprite Car Club of Australia Parramatta RSL Club 7.30pm
2nd Tuesday MG Car Club Sydney Strathfield Golf Club 7.15pm
3rd Wednesday ACT Mini Car Club Meeting Deakin Sports & Social 7.30pm
3rd Wednesday Leyland P76 Classic Car Club Sans Souci Literary lnstitute 8.00pm
4th Tuesday Austin A40 Car Club NSW Bankstown Sports Club 8.00pm
3rd WednesdaV Wolseley Car Club NSW Last Wed. Croydon Park Club,55 Sevmour St,Crovdon 8.00pm
4th Friday Austin Motor Vehicle Club NSW Cumberland High School 7.30pm

Heritage Lunch
This year we a?e charyiry locations

for our Heritage Lurch.

Sunday November 12th 2023
Wenty Leagues Club

50 Smith 5t, Wentworthville
The car display will be in an area out the front of the

club. Put the date in your calenda? now!

$40 for lltembers e $60 for non members

Guest speaker this year is Warren Brown. All the
details on the back of your address sheet

Celebrating 25
Years of the
BltC-Leyland

Australia
Heritage Group

Fees are
due now
Still only

$20
Rerewsl form ircluded

with this newsletter

LEYI-ANE

@
AUSTFIALIA

+

MAOE

+

t
AUSTRALIAN
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The Sydney OFra House oqns

Prime l(inister
Gough Whitlom

NSt4/ Premier
5ir Robert Askin

NSt4/ Governor
Sir Roden Cutler

tr!,Yr::!'::#' '{tr;Y:';:tr

The finsi Austmlio 's FttIiarrive

i;:f:#:#;t:
",u otnittiiiJi lI

The lfiajestic Class aircraft
carrier HlvlAS Sydney(l 1 1)

is decommissioned

rc

?;tr^:'t:i:""#f,*"'"iiii^'BradburY and

Tiiy rrt"man are born

W:I
'The Carkmal<ers'
is broadcast on

mtioml TV

Blue Poles is purchased for $1.3n.

"ffilifri"wl

Vegemite turrcd 5O

the 499 ton femy
Bellubera retires
from service in the
Sydney fleet. The 63
year old fulanly Ferty
was later scuttled at
sea.

Production
commetrced on
a new TV show
called 'Class of
74' which was set in a
high school and due to go to air
on ATN 7 in liarch 74. The Headmaster,
shown above with 3 of the 'students' was
played by the late Leornrd Teale.

And in the show, he drove a P76.

Janwry 11, 1973
Australia's involvement in

the Vietmm War officially
ends

*il
strdinq
Ray Baret. Noel Fotler
Walbr Sullivan. K{ySiH

BMC-Leylond Austrolia Heritoge 6roup Inc Issue 81 15

1

*#)? . , rT Li-..*-.J, .-,

*.fui':rf ,l

\

Is

4{


