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www.bmclaheritage.org.au

A non-profit association of some hundreds of former employees and interested persons whose mission is
to preserve the heritage of BMC-Leyland Australia and its associated companies as a significant part of
Australia's automotive manufacturing history.
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Ex-Officio Members
Motor Sport Historian
Rob Harcison:

From the President

Finolly lockdowns seem to be o thing of the post ond
events csn 6e plonned with some sort of certointy.
Some of the202? events thot the Heritage 6roup hos
been involved with hove hod dotes confirmad:

Notionol Motoring Heeitoge Doy will be on Sundoy
Moy 15th.

Shonnon's Sydney Classic will be on Sundoy August
14th.

All British Doy, its 40th event, will be on Sunday,
September 11th.

Heritoge 6roup AGM will now be on April 27th att
TreeTops Caf e
Glenhoven Gr een Reti rement Vi I loge
599-607 Old Northern Rood, Glenhoven
at i1.00am. This is the deloyed 20?t AGM ond onother
AGM f or ?O22 will be held loter this yeor.

A nominotion form is on the last poge of this newsletlet
or you con downlood it from our web site.There is olso
o proxy form on the web site if you would like to vote
but con't ottend. If you don't want to rip the bock poge
off you con fill it out ond then toke o photo of it, then
emoil the photo. Please coll Koy if you hove ony other
guestions regarding the AGM. All her contoct detoils
ote on the form.

A full colendor of oll our events for the 2O?2 will be
published in the naxt newslett'.r which willbe published
just ofter the AGM. We will ba hoving o film ofternoon
ond o Reunion Lunch ond the AGM dotes ond venues will
be confirmed.

Minis Down Under
This celebnotion of the lounch of the Mini in Austrolio
finolly went oheod in Morch. The Heritoge 6roup hod o
stond of the event ond we sponsored 3 owords. Detoils
of the owards, the winners ond their cors will be in

the next newsletter. At the event we signed up some
new members, found some old ones who ore going to
tenew, sold some books ond olso met some people who
were ossocioted indirectly with the foctory, We hod o
lorge photo of the plont on disploy which drew o lot of
ottention os people wonted to seewhere their cor wos
built. A really greot evenl.

Greg Kean

On the Cover
Set up doy ot the Minis Down Under event

Inside
3 Minis Down Under
7 Mokes in the Def ence
8 Notice of AGM

DVDs
The Car lllakers
Horses to Horsepower
Austin Freeway Around Australia & 9 t Days
Member Price all $20 each.

CD
Heritage Group CD 3rd Imprint $20
Photos, powerpoint presentations, reports ond stories.

Books
Building Cars in Australia $40
P76- The Inside Story (Znd Edit.) $20
BllC-Leylond Australia Vehicle Refererrce 1 950- I 982
List Price $85, tAenbers @ $45 limit of 1 per member
Secrets of Style $30
Leyland Cars in Australia $AO
A Chronicle

For sales and details of postage contact Roger Foy on 02
9449 1524 or emoil rogerfoyl@bigpond.com

O r vi sit www. bmclaheritage. org. au

Heritage Group lAerchandise

Please note that the Heritage Group has<
new nailing address:

12 Acocio Drive Glenhoven, NSW 2156

It's weird
being the same

age as old people!
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ft fimlly happened. The celebration of
the 60th Anniversary of the launch of the
origirnl lfiini in Australia.

EIRTIIS

MOXXIS (nce Mini-Mimr):
Early this morninr et the
Brhkh Moor Corooretinn's
Sydney Plent, airer ten
ycars' devclopo€lt r rturdyyNrlstaf .(Ne.: Mcris 8SO.)

-All eordgful.
Vl3ilors rrlcote lroil
lootot ox.

/lfter it's lounch in the UK in 1959, Austrolion buyers
flnoa to woit until 1951 before they could get their
honds on one. And it sold like the proverbiol hotcokes,
with people from all closses buying, personolising ond
modifying the little bnick. fhe Mini hod o successful
roce ond rollying coreer, was even o movie stor ond
set o benchmark for how cors could be built. 5o, 60
yeors loter it wos appropriote to celebrotethelegend's
ochievements but, like neorly oll events in the lost two
years, the originol dote ond subsequent dotes were
subject to Covid lock downs. 5o downunder, ironicolly,
we hod to woit a yecr bef ore we could celebrate the
Mini's milestone.

Michael Benton is o long time Mini enthusiost ond o
member of the MiniCor Club.Heond his wif eLynnehove
ottended internotionol Mini meets ond celebrotions
over the years, ond it wos these ond locol events
that seeded the idea of celebroting the icons 60th
Anniversory of production commencing in Austrolio.
The Mini Car Club's Committee supported tha concept,
ond o dote wos fixed, Moy 2nd 2021. Thot datebecome
August 1st, then November 2lst ond finolly Morch 2lst,
2022. ft could be orgued thot it was now too lote but to
Michael ond the Mini Cor Club's credit they continued

Advertising for the event with the original date.

Wheels announces the Mini's
arrival May 1961 edition
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to work on the event. As Michoal told me, 'ff the
2O2O Olympics could be held in ZO?L we con move
os well".

As there we?e seve?ol interstote entries, the
deloys ond lock downs created on uncertointy of
who would be able to ottend. In foct, os lote os
Jonuory this yeor the event wos still hovering
oround onother dote chonge. Finolly, it wos
confirmed thot the event would go oheod on the
Morch dote.

The week before the roins opened ocross the
eastern stotes ond tried to put a dompener on the
show - but it didn't work. Over 140 Minis omived
ot the Rosehill Gardens venue ond around 1000
people turned up to view the spectocle. On the
doy, bosed on the number of volunteers ossisting,
it wos cleor thot the whole Mini Cor Club was
behind the event.

As con beseen by the photos on this page,it reolly
wos on excellent show, with o wide voriaty of
Zetland ond Enfield built Minis on display including
Mokes ond vons. Added to this were current BMW
MINI os well os BMC ond loter Rover versions
privotely imported into Austrolio.

Despite the weather ond the deloys, Michoel ond
the Mini Car Club put on o spectoculor, prof essionol
show which ochieved its oim- to celebrote the
Mini's 60th birthdoy down under.

Greg Kean

Admiring a couple of ADO16s, the lAini's younger brother,
both UK builds.
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How things
change, at left
a Mini Deluxe
interior while
on the right a
Mini Sunshine.

I{r&.y;:%Siq,.,,"' f.'..
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had a stand at the event. A laptop

continuously displayed pictures of the
factory while a TV played 'Horses to Horse Powei

The Heritage Group

A large photo of the factory was on display while a
smoller photo with the curcent roads shown as

an overlay hung below. Our range of books
and DVDs were on sale and we also

\

sponsored 3 trophies.
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A great Mini
van and a great

ltini trailer
down from

Queensland.

CKA 721 is a rare
original 1961 Mini
850 That is the
original Araluen Blue
paintwork you can
see gleaming in the
light. With just over
5100 niles on the
clock it still has the
original everything
right down to the
tyres. It was the
first Mini sold at
Armidale Motor
Service.

Some on display
were well used.

Setup day and the early arrivals were putting the final
touches on their entries, and yes it was worth it. This is
Kylie and her 1972 Clubman 6T won best'Best Clubman in

Show'

6
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aUfolxein Defexrce

While Alex fssigonis wos developing the Mini he plonned to
build o more bosic model using the some mechonicols but o

more rugged body with the oim of breoking into the militory
morket.

5o in 1959, BMC hod working prototypes of just such o
vehicle, codenomed'The Buckboord'. The vehicle wos designed
to be porochute-droppoble, but its poor ground cleoronce ond
inodeguote performonce from the engine meont it did not
meet the most bosic reguirements for on off-rood vehicle.
The Royol Novy did show some interest but only os o vehicle
for use on the decks of oircroft corriers.

lAokes on Porade at the Corowa Military Vehicle Gathering

Thot vehicle became the Mini Moke ond wos releosed os o
civilion model in 1963. In 1966 Moke production wos moved
to Austrolio. The Austrolion Moke did hove some militory
success with the Austrolion Army testing on initiol 8 vehicles
storting in 1969. These vehicles wete fitted with the Morris
7700 engine ond lorger 13" wheels. The test led to 111 Mokes
delivered in 1973,47 in 1976 ond 78 in 1980. The 1976 and
1980 botches would hove hod the 998cc engine.

From the finol report:

"The vehicles wete used for driver troining in the Pocific
fslond Regiment. This resulted in the troining period being
reduced by 5 weeks: however, there are severol vehicle
components which ore highly vulneroble when used for this
tosk: handbroke, trofficotors, bumperbor."

"Recovery of the vehicle presents no problems os the vehicle
whenbogged con eosily be exlracled monuolly by two soldiers
lifting the tear or four soldiers lifting the f ront."

Austrolion Mokes were exported oround the world ond locol
production ceased in 1981.

lAokes were used by the New Zealand Navy on their
Leander Class Frigates from the 70s through to the

early 80s. The Mokes served as shore transport,
odmin duties and as the Captains port runobout.

Above is HTANZS Lachlan's Mini Moke

Comirg in 2022

60 Yeors of the Austin Freewoy..... 50 Yeors of the Atorris Morino

<HAfloT IOU ffi HANA SM- HATIMCOUPIS.

Our own Koy De Luco ond
Tony De Luco ?eceive
on OArl for services to
motoring clubs ond the
community.

Y FOR
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FromtheEINAL REPORT
oN TRUCK Lr6HrWEr6Hr+ TON CL (Bl C I OKE)
AND + TON CL (BM4 TRAILER 30 OCT 70

Tn 1969 the Australion Army procured eight BMC "MOKE"
vehicles ond four motching BMC + ton troilers, to goin
direct experience in their employment.

Two vehicles ond one troiler were issued to the Tropical
Triols Estoblishment (TTE), for evoluotion over a twelve
month period. The remaining vehicles; ond troilers were
issued to Popuo New Guinea Commond (PNG Comd).

Both TTE vehicles completed in excess of 20,000 miles
during the evoluotion period ond the general performance
in the tropicol environment wos sotisfoclory: however,
reliability could be improved by incorporoting some
modificotions to the suspension ond exhoust systems.

The troiler, which wos used for some 10,000 miles during
the evoluotion period, proved unrelioble ond too smoll.

The vehicles ond troilers issued to PNG Comd were examined
by a representotive from TTE ot the end of the evoluotion
period ond their condition ond the results obtained ore
compotible with the TTE findings.

The results of the triol show thot the vehicle, with some
modificotions, is suitoble for use in the Austrolian Army
os o self-drive runobout with o limited cross-country
performonce.

The troiler should be rejected.
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BMC-Leyland Australia Heritage Group Inc
Notice of Annual General Meeting (AGM) 2021

The202l AGM will be held at Tree Tops Cafe at Glenhaven Green Retirement Village,
599-607 Old Northem Road, Glenhaven at 10.00 am on Wednesday 27th Apr112022.
Sandwiches/tealcoffee to be served after the Meeting. (This is a delayed 2O2l AGM.)

Please RSVP: Kay De Luca, 12 AcaciaDr, Glenhaven2156 (Phone 0410 688 886 or email
tonkav@optusnet.com.au )by 2U0a12022 to ensure adequate seating.

Agenda:
l. Minutes of last meeting. Motion: That these be accepted.
2. Financial statement for F/Y 2021. Motion: That this be accepted.
3. Election of members of Committee
4. General business
5. Close.

BMC-Leyland Australia Heritage Group
Nomination Form for Positions on the Committee - 202ll2022Year
If you wish to nominate anyone, please forward completed form to:

Kay De Luca, 12 Acacia Dr, Glenhaven 2156 @mail tonkay@optusnet.com.au)

Positions to be filled are:

* : Position required by constitution # : Optional position bl, constitution

Position Person Nominated Nominator Nominee Agrees

*President
*Vice President
*Secretary
*Treasurer
*Committee - 1

*Committee - 3
#Committee - 4
#Committee - 5

#Committee - 6

#Committee - 7

BMC-Leyland Australia Heritage Group
Proxies for the 2021 AGM

A member rvho rvishes to norninate a pro\\' for this r.neeting should use the fonl attached to the constitutiou -
available on the club's website. Altematir.elr'. the lnernber may contact the secretary. Kay De Luca at 12 Acacia
Dr, Glenhaven (Phone 041 0 688 886) rito u ill pror ide a form.
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