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BMc-Leyland Australia
Heritage Group Inc.
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www.bmclaheritage. org. au

A non-profit association of some hundreds of former employees and interested persons whose mission is

to preserve the heritage of BMC-Leyland Australia and its associated companies as a significant part of
Australia's automotive manufacfuring history.
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0410 688 886 tonkay@optusnet.com.au

Treasurer Owen Johnstone
22 Willowleaf Ploce, West Pennont Hills, NSW 2125
0400 540 040 owenjohnstone@bigpond.com

Car Club Liaison & llierchandise tules P,oger Foy
14 Moxwell Streel, Turramurro, NSW 2074
(OZ) 9449 1524 rogerf oy7@bigpond.com

toni.hT@bigpond.com

pjandjadavis@bigpond
mossl960@tpg

com.au
com.au

Committee fulembers
Peter Davis
Ron l(oss
Will Hagon
Bruce Elson
John Ross Edwards

Ex-Officio lAembers
Motor Sport Historian
Pob Harrison:

From the President

f hope this finds you covid sofa ond you hove been

! oble to get voccinoted. This is the 'Everything is

LConcelled' edition, As the Covid situotion continues
to heod in the wrong Cirection events orebeing concelled
or delayed, some muitiple times.5o you con ignore the
colendor printed in pcst rtewslette?s ond f om nof even
going to try to include one in thrs issue. Following is the
current situotion f or ever,'s thot should be hoppening
in 2021.

Minis Down Under
21st November,202l Celebrating 60 yeors of the Mini
in Austrolio following ils eeleose in 1961. This is the
third ottempt to hold the event. The \eritage Group is
sponsoring trophies f or Best Originol closs.

Shonnon's Sydney Clossic ond f he All British Doy hove
6een concelled for theyear.

Herilage 6roup A6M hos delayed until further notice.
Foir Troding ote very sympothetic ot this time ond we
hove 18 months from the lost A6M which puts us into
2022.

Annuol Reunion Lunch will olso be delayed. Rother thon
concelling it we will move it to eorly in 2022. Once we
ar e allow ed to meet ond it is deemed saf e, a dote wi I I be
set ond we will let you know. This is probobly the most
importont event eochyear for the group so in2022 we
will hove two, one early and one at the nonmal time at
the end of theyeor.

2O2? Mem5ership Renewols ore now due detoils ore on
the reverse of the oddress sheet. ff you cre sending o
cheque please use our naw oddress.

6reg Kean

On the Cover
2021 Filn Afternoon. Moking use of the big scteen,
'Freewoy Round Austrolio' wos shown before Hol
Moloney entertoined with mony stories of rollies
oround Austrolio, supported by his extensive collection
of photos.

Inside
3 2021Film Aftarnoon
4 Winif red Conwoy & the 1953 Redex
5 Vole Gerry Crown ond Grohom Robson
6 Reor vision
8 Costrol's Memorobilia Collaction

DVDs
The Car lllakers
Horses to Horsepower
Austin Freeway Around Australid & 9 t Days
Member Price all $20 each.

CD
Heritage 6roup CD 3rd Imprint $20
Photos, powerpoint presentations, reports and stories.

Books
Building Cars in Australia $40
P76- The Inside 5tory Qnd Edit.) $20
B\AC-Leyland Australia Vehicle Reference 1950-1982
List Price $85, lrlembers @ $45 limit of l per member
Secrets of Style $30
Leyland Cars in Australia $50
A Chronicle

For sales and details of postage contact Roger Foy on 02
9449 1524 or email rogerfoyl@bigpond.com

O r visit www. bmclaheritage. org. au

Heritage Group lAerchandise

Please note that the Heritage 6roup has a
new mailing address:

12 Acacio Drive Glenhoven, NSW 2156

Another Saturday night
in the house and I just
realized, even the trash
goes out more than me.
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zczr F;l * A{te rnoon

Kullies rAlround A" stralia

2020's Filn Afternoon was delayed until
2121and fortunately, it was one event that
did manage to go ohead. Douglas Godwin
from the lAorris Pegister of NSW was one

of the attendees.........

An the 13th Morch 7 Morris Register members

1 f ottended the BMC-Leylond Austrolio Heritage
\./ 6.orp rnc. movie ofternoon & whot o gr{at
ofternoon it wos. Ryda EastwoodLeagues Club wos the
venue & the clubs auditorium wos the ploce to be. Plenty
of undercover porking, the only difficulty wos octuolly
finding someone to sell us drinks bef ore the show.

After o welcome f rom the Heritage Groups Pnesident
our very own Mr Keon, the rest of the ofternoon wos

hondad over to MC Will Hogon who gove on introduction
to the movie "Freewoy round Australio" it was a verY

interesting movie on the Austin Freeway & it's trip
oround Austrolio in record time 8 or 9 doys & boy did
thay put the cor through its poces everyfhing from
heot & dust to mud, slush & floods. They certoinly
drove some long distonces ot high speeds on roods that
could only be described from good to foir to terrible.
Obviously this wos bef ore stop revive survive.

Af ter o short breok for lunch it wos into the moin event
o presentotion by Hol Moloney of his "Rallies Round

Austrolio. It wos a wondarful ofternoon of listening to
stories from Repco Raliobility Rollies to Ampol Rollies

right up to Mobil rollies & this wos oll done with hundreds
of photos of the vorious rollies & their competitors. Hol

storted his rolly coreer in the 1964 Ampol triol in o
Ford Anglo & progressed through different cars such

os Ford Falcon to Mitsubishi Colt & onto oLeylandPT6.
He roced ogoinst the likes of Peter Brock & Sir Jock
Brobham & wos quite successful. ft was great to see so

Left: Austin team ready for the REDeX

;Below: June Dally Watkins' Ampole Trial Entry

3BMC-Leylond Austrolio Heritage 6roup Inc lssue TT

Once again we were well spread out in the main auditorium, taking
odvantage of the large screen.
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mony pictures of Morris & BMC cors from side volve
Minors to series one Mojors & even Austin A30'5 &
40'S right up to P76 Torgo Florio's.

All in all it wos a great ofternoon to sit & listen to
someone so very possionote obout whot he loves. Hol
is described os the pre-eminent historion of rollying
in this country & hoving seen & heord him speok f con
certoinly understond why. 5o mony photos, so little
time to enjoy. f om certoinly looking forword to the
next BMC-Leylond Austrolio Heritage 6roup ofternoon.

Douglas 6odwin

Winifred Conwoy, her Austin
ond the 1953 Redex

t f linifred Conway opprooched Austin Deolers,

Vy Hi::"I'^'I'x,i,il ffis'r',T! ff uini"llS
Austrolio Redax Triol but she wos told thot they "...hod
olreody sponsored two teams, thot the roods were too
rough for o womon of my age and thot f wos mod'. Some
motoring journolists ot the time (moinly men) declored
thot the triols were no ploce for grondmothers, these
were dongerous roods thot reguired skill ond strangth
to meet the chollenges. By the time the triol wos
completed she was decloned the most popular entront
ond Austin Deolers gave her more prominence in
odvertising thon one of their Austin entronts which
finished in the top ten.

Granny Conway, os she become referred to, moy hove
finished in the middle but finish she did ond olong the woy
won the heorts of the prass ond more importontly their
readers. At the Rockhompton check point she orrived
late due to bod weather and rough roods. Reporters
osked her if she wos concerned, ond she replied thot
she wos only competing f or the prize of the outomotic
pop-up tooster offered to the best Austin entront,

Winifred olwoys wote o hot ond gloves while driving,
orrived ot the end of the rolly with o fresh blue -rinse
ond ruffled o few feothers when she suggested thot

afew of fhe roll ove's rf': a'-'s 2-., .3'"e rood wer
becouse they were oeir,c =' ,2., '.. jcs*. She ols
stoted thot she didnt mec:ie w,i.,.z- e.cine, sayin
'My motto is never touch the enginz. '/cu :lr,roys strik
trouble when you stort lifting the bonnet. Appcrentll
she wos of the opinion thot mony of the men fiodle wit
thair cors so they trovel guickly to the next stop s
they hod time to work on their cors ogoin.

"For yeors f hove wonted to drive to Dorwin on
through Central Austrolio, but I wos too ofroid tc A

olone. f reolised f would be perf ectly sofe on this trio
os the other drivers would provide a wonderful escor'
As f moinly wished to see the country, toke photos on
enjoy mysalf, I hove not worried about losing point:
We hove hod picnics on the woy." She tolked to os mon
people os she could, signed mony outogrophs ond Austi
must have loved it when she wos quoted soying 'Me

should hove more confidence in the engineers who buil
cors.'Leove it to the mokers, they know whof they or
doing-thot's my moxim.'

Winifred completed the 1953 triol with Morgorr
Bruce, os co-driver ond novigotor (she was a formr
ormy driver) and o mole driver, Denys Tonnen. She d
monoge to orronge some sponsorship before the eve
but ofter os the '6olloping 6rondmo' she oppear,
in mony different odvertisements. And the pop-
toosterZ She received 3, one from Women's Week
one from the Redex Tniol orgonisars ond one fr,
Larke Hoskins.

Winifred at - note toarte
the front seat!
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Gerry & Matt celebrate another win

1f erry Crowns exploits behind the wheel of a P76,

f Swith Mott Bryson os his novigotor hove f requented
ly' our newsletter over the post yeors- porticulorly
his very timely win of the Poris to Peking in 2013-ri9ht
on time for the 40th onniversory of the lounch of the
P76. Sodly, in March this yeor Gerry possed owoy of ter
o bottle with o porticularly oggressive bnoin concer.

Gerry emigroted to Austrolia in L957 following his
friend, Vic Andrews. They formed o comPony 'Crown

ond Andrews' which initioly sold godgets ond then toys.
It wos with toys thot they excelled at. Some of the
success included Sketch-a-groph, Test Motch, Sole of
the Century, Neighbours boord gome ond more recently
'The Choser'. He wos oworded on OAM in 2OO4 f or his
chority work. He olso wos a singer, perf orming in the
'Messioh' for 15 yeors.

But for us, he will be remembered os the drivar in his
80's, who with Mott Bryson, successfully rollied aP76 in
some of the toughest rollies in the world.Tn2Ol9 Gerry
soid, ofter onother win in the Paris to Peking, "this is

our third win in the Leylond ond it wos tha toughest yet,
but it wos olso very enjoyoble. Whot we reolly needed
though wos o f ew more 87 yeor old's in the field to keep
me componyl'

--^ere would be few fons of the British motoring
I industrv thot did not hove ot leost L of Groham
I poUron'i books on their shelf. He wos o prolific

writer before ond ofter his retirement. In on interview
for Clossic Car Weekly in 2005 he wos osked whot he

would do in his retiremant. His reply wos "I om not going
to stop if I con help it. f om not o pipe ond slippers mon".
When he possed owoy on August 5th ha wos 70,000
words into his next book. On top of his books there is o

plethoro of mogozine orticles.

Grahom storted his coreer in t957 when he joined
Jaguor os o Groduote Troinee. "f wos o Grommor
schoolboy,' he soid. 'f talkad my woy into the Graduate
Troining Scheme. f was there for obout three Yeors,
doing little bits of E-type,ond then moved to Stondord-
Tri umph ". Her e, as o Developm ent Engineer, he w orked
closely with Harry Webster on the Vitesse and the
TR4 projects.He wos then osked to run the re'opened
works Motorsport Deportment in 1962 which he did
until 1965.

After being heod hunted by Autocor magazine writing
took ovar. Grohom described his lost 'reol job' os

working for Chrysler UK, then in the Process of being
rotionolised by tha Americans, moking moss-production
cors like thz Avenger ot the time. "It wos oll good fun,
but f spant holf my time in meetings ond there wosn't
much time for writing."

Asked obout his fovourite TR model he responded with
"I love the TR3o f or the numbars it sold, f thought
the foct thot it wos o focelift worked remorkobly well,
and f think thot's the cor f love. However,I personolly
would love to own o very nice TR8 convertible - if it
hod gone on sole when it wos suPPosed to, it would hove

6een a much, much more successful cor."

ff you would like fo see on interview with Groham
Robson, recorded in 2008, go here on youtube:

ht t p s : / / w ww . y o u t u b e. c o m / w o t c h ? v -- a6V nz 
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GP Kg

A small collection
of his books

Some of his ochievements in o Leylond P76 include
Znd2012 Trons- Americon Challenge
1st 2013 Peking to Poris
Znd 2015 Rood to Mondoloy
6rh2016Peking to Poris
6th 2017 Somuroi Chollenge- ist in Closs
Znd 2018 Rood to Soigon
1st 2019 Peking to Poris
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Lookirry back at some of the
events of the r(.st.

4th of Jon::1 -.2 1.0oO,OOO millionth Morris Mi
rolls off the:.c:,:- o''i line in Englond. ft should h,

beeninlatel9Sl:-- s-' {es siowed the production li
Arout 60,000 of these wr

built ot Zetlo

i rgor i

Austroliq hos 65 production ossembly plonts employing 9,066.
They ore spreod ocross the country os follows:
NsW -19, Vict- 17, Qld- 9, sA- 8, WA-7, Tos- 5
Thereare 413 body plonts employing74,982:
NSW- 158, Vict- 139, Qld- 53, sA- 29,Tos- 19,WA- 15.
124 foctories monufocturing components, ports ond
occessories employing 5331 ond 10,676 service ond repoir
centres empl oyi n9 40,000

To olleviote Sydney's porking problem, the NSW Government
onnounces thot it will build o five story cor pork in the Domoin,
ond underground porking stotions ot Hyde Pork, Belmore Pork,
ond Prince Alfred Pork. Control of on street ond off st?eet
porking is honded to Sydney Council.

Leylond Motors
purchases Albion
Motors

19sr

April 1961World wide the cor industry wos
in o slump. The US reported 1.000.000 cors
in stock ot deolers, British monufocturers
continued to be affected by strikes, French
monufocturers loid off 3,000 workers ond
moved to shorter working weeks os did
others in Europe ond locolly BMC, Borg
Warner,Ford,GMH, Lucos ond Volkswagen all
reported loying off workers.

President Kennedy bons Americon Servicemon
in Britoin buying British cors tox free.They

must now buy American.

ilm[3

lrclM (sMlni-lfim}
Errly rhh ffiir! rl rlE
Bridlh MoiorC.llottiEt
SydrGy Plut ifter rel
tcs'dcEl@ rfrdty6r!ii!r,
(I{G: Mcb !5O.)

-All todqflt
V&ltrrt rcl3.-. ltE
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At the Melbour
Motor Show Austin A
Stotionwogon mokes
oppeoronce while 1

Morris, the 850 mokes
first locol oppeoronce.
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Copoble of occommodoting 9 students the BMC AAobile
Troining Clossrooms go into service. Powered by o 5.1litre
6 cylinder diesel driving through a 5 speed georbox ond two
speed oxle the units ore oir-conditioned ond weigh 5.25 tons.
They cost €7000 eoch including €2000 worth of eguipment.

BMC onnounces that, in line with their possenger cors,
commercial vehicles will now be subject to Australion testing
ond modificotions before 6eing releosed to the morket. Austin
2.45F and 3.34F ore the first to benefit.

E-Type Joguor
orflves

Dromotic cloims in
Wheels magazine
that British Leylond
is dropping FWD!

i t97t 
i

l9TlWeoring seot belts becomes
compulsory in NSW after
Victorio's successful leod. Milton
Morris wos NSW Tronsport
Minister

Jaguor E-Type Series 3

, orrives with o V12 option

_48.c#

ftcshffisEakrs

=e-*r-' lEll

The future Morris Morina
is photogrophed outside
the foctory weoring
'Korello' bodging.

BMC onnounces thot oll
production cors ore now
fitted with seot belt
onchoroge points.

Moxi Sovings on rtAini os the round nose
Clubmon ond

Leylond purchoses
Standord-Triumph

Cotolino Pork Rood
Rocing Circuit ot
Kotoombo opens on
Februory 12
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fi ock in 2Oi8 the leritage 6roup showed Crossrcccs Ali:s q1 .r.
K Fil-^ Afternoon. f hod contocted Costrol to see ii -hey hod ony
V information reoordinc thct morothon trip thot couic ccg to our
event but it turnec out 'i'at the.e wos little locol knowlecae of tie
journey. They were,ltc\\?!?i ',,2ry inlerested in whot we were doing
ond sent o rep to eut eve.t cs ,',? cs suppling posters ond caps foi
those who ottended, Lcter Ccsr-c requested o copy of the film so
we donoted o copy to them. Vi'ien f visited their oiice in 6uildford
to drop it off I found they nCv? C.t extensive collection of Costrol
memorobilio, photos ond b-ocn:.es =.ccking the compony,s history.
BMC is well represented cnc r3y, -r?y hove o copy of 't.oss.oods
Alice' which wos shown to rers c- t :crierence liater thot week.

Above is Pilot Anne Carter,
Evan Oreen and Jack Murray
before the Morris 11005
race against a plane.

Kean

Left is Castrol's Director
for Victoria signing the
car in at the end of the
marathon.
Above: Evan and Jack at a
refill during the marathon.
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